
Cyanobacteria vs Algae
What are the differences?
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Reference: https://hcb-1.itrcweb.org/introduction/

Still confused as to the differences between “cyanobacteria and algae” See next 
3 slides … 
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Taxonomic Differences:



Cyanobacteria are 
Prokaryotes (no 

cell nucleus)

Algae are 
Eukaryotes

(nucleus within
cell)

Author: Caroline Burgess Clifford, Senior Research 
Associate, Energy Institute, The Pennsylvania State 
University.

Microscopic Differences:
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Macroscopic (visual) differences, 
algae vs cyanobacteria:

- Algae and Plants 
-

- Cyanobacteria -
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