
  

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

Spring is Here! 

Let's Garden Sustainably 

  

Sherborn’s Energy and Sustainability Committee Newsletter  

This ongoing newsletter offers specific information about energy-cost savings, 

improving your home and making Sherborn more sustainable and resilient. 

  

Why Plant with Natives 

In a nutshell, planting with natives requires little or no fertilizer nor pesticides, less 

water, it saves money, and supports plant diversity. They are simply easier to grow 

because this is their native habitat. Many food webs are collapsing as the insects and 

the animals that rely on those insects can’t find the specific host plants they evolved 

with. 

  

Be mindful of selecting native plants that are well-suited to your soil type, amount of 

sun where the garden is to be located, and water needs. As our planet continues to 

warm, water demand becomes even more critical. There are many wonderful native 

plants that are drought tolerant. Visit the links below to learn more about this topic. 

  

Gardening with Native Species 

A video recorded by Trevor Smith, the Design and Education Manager at Weston 

Nurseries, on gardening with native species. This excellent lecture was hosted by the 

Energy and Sustainability Committee last year. 

  

Pollinator Pathway 
A Pollinator Pathway is a public and private pesticide-free corridors of native plants 

that provide nutrition and habitat for pollinating insects and birds. This website is a 

stepping stone to other sites as well as offering its own information on native 

planting and creating a pollinator pathway in New England. 

 Native Plant Trust 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuuvxmzbbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001SD3kOyDQqnHvUoc7R_SegcdMDlc0tl_sitqqPSah3qz03ycMphiNupyxgndvbUwxiZzfIqrIXkvF2btCLWrBIwwiXqCUadSq0t6jl0LdzNQ1Efs1xSpGYvtgmse7Pu_XJk_Dp7EU7XbAc3N0QH9_wHbmTu01uokeahN1d1Ua_JebTRdys-7wf1g4-y0_VPBxS39te-q_3d8NR0Gz1GJgu9O7F79j2nu1ACRpTAtDnyHQlG7iO8t3YaAIrBQtuxxy36Tb6zs-ijo%3D%26c%3Di45yiB-jB_RcH2ooQQqDtcjRdm-uENmmVRJjabakVwNDlBvYsjlDyQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DRu0jFxx_KjAql7QeZQGZetlJjSQC3ZqeokGnwlr7jYfwGdCdLS02Nw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjeanne.guthrie%40sherbornma.org%7C73aecc01c96c40564a9408dd7d1f0a05%7C35a311b18a824f0f9f2d97a37740ae23%7C0%7C0%7C638804294448802656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wBGL5e5VXDg4F%2F6c8V4skV2hdOafhfZdzkaL9FyyQ4s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuuvxmzbbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001SD3kOyDQqnHvUoc7R_SegcdMDlc0tl_sitqqPSah3qz03ycMphiNug_MxXUYpD56SauI53jsyas7ZFaIiIvqrJOCO9f60Hpe4Hc0xHTO-lXdDVrk1Miv1OSBMsDrTw7rwNruTYgLQEHcMR6QMSLwqf0E9NGRPYJqQzOeiNUB25Q%3D%26c%3Di45yiB-jB_RcH2ooQQqDtcjRdm-uENmmVRJjabakVwNDlBvYsjlDyQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DRu0jFxx_KjAql7QeZQGZetlJjSQC3ZqeokGnwlr7jYfwGdCdLS02Nw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjeanne.guthrie%40sherbornma.org%7C73aecc01c96c40564a9408dd7d1f0a05%7C35a311b18a824f0f9f2d97a37740ae23%7C0%7C0%7C638804294448817964%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Yq1LNT6Ybr0wpB%2B6I2NIM456TZmTLGcJyGgGC4tyfko%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuuvxmzbbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001SD3kOyDQqnHvUoc7R_SegcdMDlc0tl_sitqqPSah3qz03ycMphiNupj5zAAqCsj4glfo7ZY09dzS0tAb1o8jfhsqQIqZGwmXITFVDhQ5Mz7GtDSBJwFbSUbuTyyvTFztEqlynSA-Ex8H_EzJzUSe0PiyNKC534pi%26c%3Di45yiB-jB_RcH2ooQQqDtcjRdm-uENmmVRJjabakVwNDlBvYsjlDyQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DRu0jFxx_KjAql7QeZQGZetlJjSQC3ZqeokGnwlr7jYfwGdCdLS02Nw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjeanne.guthrie%40sherbornma.org%7C73aecc01c96c40564a9408dd7d1f0a05%7C35a311b18a824f0f9f2d97a37740ae23%7C0%7C0%7C638804294448832780%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h67RzumPzR6DhCeEuxjnb3Cq05%2FBObyVghOZMgDK08I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuuvxmzbbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001SD3kOyDQqnHvUoc7R_SegcdMDlc0tl_sitqqPSah3qz03ycMphiNumTAz5SLxk70Sw_fN070rBywGkynuuwKM5nSpAoKgcy2Ndnuu0tGQr5Plyfs7ry3gDp_IIbnfod8tPxmskOD3RWPiLW82O8pGaQXBIR4lFZcGT27nP4-uvM%3D%26c%3Di45yiB-jB_RcH2ooQQqDtcjRdm-uENmmVRJjabakVwNDlBvYsjlDyQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DRu0jFxx_KjAql7QeZQGZetlJjSQC3ZqeokGnwlr7jYfwGdCdLS02Nw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjeanne.guthrie%40sherbornma.org%7C73aecc01c96c40564a9408dd7d1f0a05%7C35a311b18a824f0f9f2d97a37740ae23%7C0%7C0%7C638804294448781779%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GrYtZPZTiejZ3W1CAsNpWhLgADaOHoPJWbJQo0zkGps%3D&reserved=0


Affiliated with the “Garden in the Woods” in Framingham and the Nasami Farm 

Garden Shop in Whately MA. This website is another stepping stone to other sites as 

well as offering its own information on native planting in New England. 

  

The Native Plant Finder (NWF) 

This website is from the National Wildlife Federation and provides a superb tool for 

discovering native plants ranked by importance in your specific zip code. 

  

University of Maryland: Sustainable Gardening: Solutions to Climate Change 

This website provides landscape & gardening strategies for the homeowner to 

combat climate change. 

  

How Can Gardeners Help Combat Climate Change? 

Home gardeners can be an important part of the solution to climate change by using 

sustainable practices. Sustainable gardening and landscaping techniques can slow 

future warming by reducing carbon emissions and increasing carbon storage in soil 

and plants. In addition, you can adapt your gardens and green spaces and make 

them more resilient to climate change by adding native plant diversity, improving soil 

health, growing heat tolerant vegetable crops, and using stormwater management 

practices. We call this climate-resilient gardening. 

  

Improve and Protect Your Soil 

It all starts with the soil. If your yard has been the recipient of chemical fertilizers, 

herbicides and pesticides, it’s in desperate need of help. Remember our town’s 

drinking water lies below your yard, Eliminate or, at least, reduce the chemicals. Get 

your soil analyzed through UMass to find out what it actually needs. 

 

Compost Your Food & Other Green Waste 

Sherborn’s Recycling Center provides home compost bins, at minimal expense. It’s a 

great way to prevent recyclable materials from ending up in landfills, and it also 

provides great organic material for your gardens. 

  

Related Energy-Saving Tips & Past Newsletters 

Switching to Electric Lawn Equipment 

Electric outdoor tools—which typically use lithium-ion batteries—have advantages 

compared with gas-powered models. Moving away from gas-powered lawn 

equipment is not just about environmental protection but also your own personal 

health. Moreover, it is more economical and quieter. 

  

Mass Save Rebates for Electric Lawn Equipment 

Get rebates on Battery-Powered Lawn Equipment in Massachusetts. 

  

Massachusetts Clean Energy Center (MassCEC) Battery Powered Outdoor 

Equipment.  

Benefits of battery-powered outdoor equipment 

  

Previous Energy & Sustainability Newsletter Links  

Access to previous Sherborn Energy & Sustainability Newsletters. 
 

  

  
 

 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuuvxmzbbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001SD3kOyDQqnHvUoc7R_SegcdMDlc0tl_sitqqPSah3qz03ycMphiNupyxgndvbUwxRYLKetW8kFO7PhshG9kSZzJ-ydaPV_QodlVDMiBYDuTunSg9QV8UMD5btsj3jcwLxQrANIdk5us8PnbTvagVmAY2ExJZE1NogSD_2iYRy_U%3D%26c%3Di45yiB-jB_RcH2ooQQqDtcjRdm-uENmmVRJjabakVwNDlBvYsjlDyQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DRu0jFxx_KjAql7QeZQGZetlJjSQC3ZqeokGnwlr7jYfwGdCdLS02Nw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjeanne.guthrie%40sherbornma.org%7C73aecc01c96c40564a9408dd7d1f0a05%7C35a311b18a824f0f9f2d97a37740ae23%7C0%7C0%7C638804294448847945%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TZcfwVgLxvjnibyvDQK%2B4LplA5YSTDUpPyTSeKT4mcI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuuvxmzbbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001SD3kOyDQqnHvUoc7R_SegcdMDlc0tl_sitqqPSah3qz03ycMphiNupyxgndvbUwx02-oXx5QcUp378_hTJ8vYIMwiEFfn0YsYBF0QdrssOZCSb1M1l0aGU3C7W01tptxnzWr2q1Dz3hMKuz-pSQab_gpw8ckMRAR3YSZw1BQL6cmV5xUvnDGcil_EaGCI8osTtqyhSKpRdS2T628FT3F_-XlY306dwnWGfwho-2-SC0%3D%26c%3Di45yiB-jB_RcH2ooQQqDtcjRdm-uENmmVRJjabakVwNDlBvYsjlDyQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DRu0jFxx_KjAql7QeZQGZetlJjSQC3ZqeokGnwlr7jYfwGdCdLS02Nw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjeanne.guthrie%40sherbornma.org%7C73aecc01c96c40564a9408dd7d1f0a05%7C35a311b18a824f0f9f2d97a37740ae23%7C0%7C0%7C638804294448863046%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2K2Qw81JFYtfmJwlNFgEkehU9%2BvQ0L35V6lEqV4vH4M%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuuvxmzbbb.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001SD3kOyDQqnHvUoc7R_SegcdMDlc0tl_sitqqPSah3qz03ycMphiNupyxgndvbUwxp62GJy0PBZnrEE_62_aEvHcX2TKJ-Ye9VOyTnqNVHptthWjcATZj68BeSnaU-jl0nPQiiuK7XI3goLYLBfUYNWgcrkBwBGwrUWhVbhoVE0QdHkLzFTyUMIu1vgDO6J5ZmFbyqLQXg0BNiCoYZ587nQ%3D%3D%26c%3Di45yiB-jB_RcH2ooQQqDtcjRdm-uENmmVRJjabakVwNDlBvYsjlDyQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DRu0jFxx_KjAql7QeZQGZetlJjSQC3ZqeokGnwlr7jYfwGdCdLS02Nw%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cjeanne.guthrie%40sherbornma.org%7C73aecc01c96c40564a9408dd7d1f0a05%7C35a311b18a824f0f9f2d97a37740ae23%7C0%7C0%7C638804294448878231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=C5PEn8WlYFeH8EFoaAxf0mSKJKFHHQm%2B1R5GRImPl%2BQ%3D&reserved=0
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