To: Town of Sherborn Zoning Board of Appeals
From: Hedy S. Wermer, Ph.D.
            27 Brush Hill Road
Re: The Proposed Housing Development at 34 Brush Hill Road

This letter is to reiterate my strong objection to the proposed housing development at 34 Brush Hill Road.  I have previously written to the Board on this matter.  Since I will be away on August 6, I am unable to attend the Board’s next meeting.  I therefore request that this statement be read into the official record on my behalf.

The proposed development at 34 Brush Hill Road is highly problematic for many reasons and should be rejected by the Board.  The issues at stake include (but are not limited to) severely deleterious impacts on the following: 
1) Ground water and drinking water wells due to overuse reduction of the water table as well as contamination by construction chemicals and the addition of multiple septic systems in such a small area.
2) Traffic load and patterns on a narrow, winding country road with already excessive industrial and passenger vehicle use.
3) Extreme safety risks for residents (including many seniors and young children) who regularly use the road for recreation by walking, biking, or horseback riding and must already contend with heavy traffic and speeding as well as vehicular noise.
4) Negative effects on local wildlife, on native flora (such as mature, currently healthy forest,) on wetlands, and other important aspects of the scenic, rural environment in the neighborhood.

I have been a Sherborn resident for 15 years.  I chose the area for its natural beauty and quiet atmosphere.  Brush Hill Road with its farmland and surrounding conservation land, was especially attractive because it was so serene. Over time, the neighborhood has evolved, with some homes vacated by older residents and replaced by young couples and families with elementary-aged children.  This has involved a series of entirely peaceful and pleasant transitions, with newcomers welcomed.  However, many elderly retirees and empty-nesters (myself included at age 75) remain, with no intention of leaving any time soon.

Unfortunately, the traffic situation on Brush Hill Road has steadily deteriorated during my tenure.
All the reasons to prohibit the development proposed for #34, are important, but the traffic impact is one of my main concerns.  In recent years, Brush Hill Road has become a cut-through for drivers going from Western Avenue to Route 27 at the mouth of Hunting Lane.  Both early in the morning and in the evening, we are now inundated by a rush-hour of non-resident vehicles.  On numerous occasions, while walking my dog, I have been nearly run over by a parade of speeding landscaper trucks hauling huge trailers (and not for work on this street) or by commuters seeking a shortcut.  It is also well known that Brush Hill Road is so narrow (barely 15 feet across in front of my property) that there are many places where two cars cannot pass each other without one driver having to pull over. There simply is no room for the many cars that would be added by a multi-house development.  And the turn-off for the proposed development is so tight as to pose an additional hazard for drivers and pedestrians on the road.

Please vote to reject the development at 34 Brush Hill Road. Thank you.
