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Sherborn Recycling
Committee Updates
Greetings! 

We hope you have enjoyed your summer.  We've been
very busy.  Enjoy these updates from the Recycling
Committee!

Transfer Station Will Be
Closed Wednesday October 8

The long-awaited Transfer Station
paving project is scheduled to be
completed on October 6, 7, and 8! 
This is great news for Transfer
Station customers, but it is a big
project, and to enable proper
completion, the Transfer Station will

need to remain closed on Wednesday October 8.  We
know that this is an inconvenience for those who like to
dump their waste on Wednesdays, but the reward in
exchange is that we finally will have a nice, smooth
roadway to drive on.

October 15 Deadline For
Bringing Furniture to the Swap
Shop
It's hard to believe that the Swap Shop season is drawing
to a close.  The last day will be November 1, and in
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preparation for that, we have to stop
accepting large items into the shop on
October 15. We do this because the
space where we display furniture must
be cleared out to make way for winter
storage of the Highway Department's summer vehicles.
Therefore, most large furniture left after November 1 is
carted off by our volunteers to various charities.  We want
to give newly-arrived merchandise the opportunity to be
seen and snagged by happy shoppers well in advance of
our November 1 closing.
 
Many thanks to all of our Swap Shop volunteers for their
tireless work this season.  Their faithful attention to the
organization and cleanliness of the Swap Shop and their
friendly attitudes toward the particular desires of our
shoppers have been instrumental to the success of this
program. 
 
A belated newsletter THANK YOU is also due to the
Sherborn Business Association for their grant awarded to
the Swap Shop last winter to install overhead lighting.  We
never used to mind that we had no working overhead
lights on sunny days, because we had skylights, but on
dark, dreary days it was terribly dark and dim inside,
making it hard to see what we had on display and creating
a potential tripping hazard in the darkened aisles.  But we
no longer have that problem thanks to the SBA's generous
grant of money to install the lighting.  It has made a
wonderful difference!

Food Waste Collection Needs
More Participants

We've been pleased to note that
almost everyone we've talked to
about our new food scrap collection
program at the Transfer Station has
seemed interested in the concept.
The interest was in fact so great that

we quickly ran out of our supply of counter pails and
storage buckets, and we didn't have enough money to
provide any more, but we hope this is not a deterrent to
participation in the program.  Anyone can set him/herself
up with a sink-side collection pail - all that's needed is an
old pot with a lid for daily scraps, and the contents of that
can be emptied into any 5-gallon paint bucket with a lid or
even a 5-gallon or smaller kitty litter bucket with a lid (we
often have several kitty litter buckets at the Transfer
Station that we have diverted from the commingled
recycling stream for use in the food waste program.) 
When the 5-gallon bucket is full, just bring it to the
Transfer Station and empty it into the special EOMS
compost containers. To help keep odors down, some



people prefer to freeze until trash day the foods that smell
the worst when they spoil (such as meat, chicken, fat,
skin, moldy cheese, etc.). A plastic produce bag is useful
for freezing food scraps, but remember that the plastic
bag cannot be accepted in the collection, so it must be
emptied out and discarded separately!
 
If you are a customer of Ruane and Father, you can leave
your food scrap bucket with your recycling and your driver
will take your scraps to the Transfer Station for you!
 
By participating in the program, you're helping to get the
weight of all of that food out of the trash stream and thus
you are helping to reduce Sherborn's refuse disposal
costs. It is estimated that a family of 4 could divert 20
pounds or more of food per week, meaning that just one
hundred families participating over the course of a year
could divert a whopping 52 tons away from the trash
stream. Every environmentally conscientious household in
Sherborn should be eager to step forward and embrace
this opportunity to reduce waste and the costs of trash
disposal.  However, while we have calculated that we
needed to fill all 4 barrels in order for this program to be
cost effective, so far we are only filling 2 of the 4 barrels
each week.  We need you to participate, and we need you
to urge your local friends and neighbors to participate so
that we can keep this program thriving.
 
Through the composting of your food scraps, you will also
be improving soil conditions for the farmers who use the
composted material. In agricultural circles, it is well
known that the nutrient content of soils is considerably
depleted as compared to several decades ago.  The use of
our food scrap compost will substantially improve soil
fertility, while also increasing the ability of the soil to
retain moisture.  As more of us contribute our food scraps
to the collection barrels, we increasingly help to enable
the growth of better crops with less irrigation.  Read how
organic farming can reverse climate change.
 
More information about Sherborn's food waste collection
can be found here.

What Does the Sign "Swap
Shop Ends Here" Mean?
Since some people seem to think
that the entire Transfer Station is
one big Swap Shop, we had installed
this sign to indicate that items one
may see beyond that point on the
roadway are not, in fact, free for the
taking; however some people still did not get the point of
our sign.  There are a number of necessary items lying
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around the disposal area at the Transfer Station that
people seem to find attractive to their own needs and
somehow feel free to simply appropriate them.  In some
cases these items are tools the staff and volunteers have
fashioned to make their work easier, and in some cases
the items are larger, such as barrels the staff use to ferry
materials around.  Recently someone took one of the
green, wheeled carts that are designated for the food
waste collection, labeled "COMPOST" and further labeled
with the name of the company (EOMS) that provides the
containers and the composting service.  This is especially
distressing because the stolen container does not belong
to us and it will cost us real money to replace it, which we
must do to maintain this significant part of our recycling
program. A new, less subtle and somewhat sterner sign is
being made, and it will be posted conspicuously in hopes
that our point will be more clearly understood by all
visitors to the facility.

HHW Day Recap
Because the Board of Selectmen was testing out a new
policy curtailing town-wide mailings, preparations for
Household Hazardous Waste Day were a bit less efficient
than in previous years and organizers experienced some
measure of anxiety. There was no mailing of the familiar
hot green postcard announcing the event and its
customary requirements regarding appointments and
acceptable materials. Instead an announcement was
included in the Council on Aging's monthly newsletter and
press releases were submitted to the local newspapers
(though only one paper published the release and for only
half of the requested issues).  Cards were posted at the
liquor store bulletin board, the Library, the Town Hall, and
the Sherborn Sandwich Company.  With only 5 days to go
before the event and only 8 people signed up to attend
(rather than the usual 60 participants) it was feared that
either no one would come or that everyone would come at
one time and there would be a traffic jam on Butler Street
extending down Route 16 (as happened some years ago). 
We consulted with the Police Department to configure
lanes at the Highway Garage, and the Police Department
decided to come to everyone's rescue and sent out a
"Code Red" call from the Police and Fire Department
encouraging people not to store these dangerous
materials at home and to make appointments to come to
the event!  As soon as the call ended, online appointment
calls and emails started rolling in.  On the day of the
event, no traffic jam occurred and we had the usual
number of participants.  We credit the support of the
Police Department for making this event work out as well
as it possibly could.



We Want to Hear From YOU
Please contact us with any questions, ideas, issues, pet
peeves, or kudos you may have regarding our recycling
program.  We want to know what you are thinking about
and what you need to make our program more effective.
Interested citizens are welcome to attend and to
participate in our committee meetings, held usually on the
second Wednesday evening of the month at the Town Hall
(check the Town calendar to confirm). 

Thanks for reading!  And if you know anyone who might
be interested in these matters, please forward this along
and let them know they can be a subscriber, too, by
clicking here. 

 
Sincerely,

 

Carol S. Rubenstein, Chair 
Sherborn Recycling Committee 
508-653-8794 
We are on the Web! 
http://recycling.sherbornma.org
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