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Sherborn Recycling
Committee Updates
Greetings! 

It has been a long time since our last E-Newsletter. There
has been so much happening in our world that it has been
hard for us to keep up with it all, and writing a newsletter
worked its way toward the bottom of the pile. If anyone
would like to help by lending a hand with Recycling
Committee affairs, please let us know. You can call or
email Carol at 508-653-8794 or
Carol.Rubenstein@verizon.net.

Paving at the Transfer Station
Many of you may be wondering why the paving hasn't
been accomplished by now at the Transfer Station.  Town
Meeting approved it.  What happened?  Here's the story: 
To expedite roadwork in Town, every few years the Town
advertises for bids for one contractor to do all the
roadwork, and last spring a new contractor, who had not
given us a previous estimate on the paving for the
Transfer Station, became the Town's contractor.  When
this contractor saw the scope of work (an overlay of the
existing surface) that Town Meeting had approved, he
warned that it would only "look good" for one season and
might start to crumble even sooner.  After hearing that
opinion, the Recycling Committee was reluctant to spend
$50K of the Town's money for an inferior job.  The
contractor recommended that we obtain an engineering
design to plan for water runoff and then undertake a full
reconstruction of the asphalt surface.  We had previously
worried that full reconstruction would disturb the "landfill
cap" under the asphalt, but when test borings were dug
by CM&D, we were delighted to hear that only gravel was
found down to a depth of 12 inches.  So the only problem
was the increased cost of the new proposal to cover water
runoff and full surface reconstruction: the estimate is now
$105K in total, $50K of which was already funded by ATM
13.  So we all need to prepare for another article at the
2014 Town Meeting to raise the additional money required
to do this job right.  Meanwhile the worst of the potholes
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have been patched and we hope they will last through this
coming winter.

Solar Roofs
 
 
 
 
 
 

Solar panel installations are a great way to save on
electricity costs and even to contribute to the generation
of electricity for our community.  There are many houses
in Sherborn with south facing roofs or south facing green
space that would be great candidates for these
installations.  Thanks to the Energy Committee's research,
the Town has partnered with SolarFlair to offer discounted
prices to Sherborn homes that put up solar panels.  The
more homes that sign up, the better the price becomes for
everyone!  Lots of information is available on financing
options, tax incentives, rebates, potential savings, and
maintenance issues.  If you would like more information,
please get in touch with Jane Pusch.  

Composting
We still want everyone to reduce
their trash by composting their food
waste.  Many of you have home
composters, but many more could be composting, so
we've been nurturing interest in a new home-pick-up
composting service. We haven't yet gotten the required 50
households to sign up in order to initiate the door-to-door
pick up program.  If you are interested, please click here
to sign up.  For those of you with a backyard compost bin,
take advantage of all the newly fallen leaves and add
them to your pile!  It will speed up the decomposition
which will be especially good in preparation for winter
when things slow down.  And finally, we ran across this
article for people living in apartments who can start
composting by using a worm bin.  Pass it on to your city
dwelling friends.

Updated Bottle Bill
The Sherborn Recycling Committee supports
expanding the Bottle Bill to include non-
carbonated beverages such as water, iced
tea, sports drinks, fruit drinks, etc.  These
bottles have proliferated in the last decade
but have not been recycled at anywhere

near the rate of bottles with a deposit on them.  A study
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by DEP showed that carbonated beverage bottles with a
deposit get returned 80% of the time statewide; non-
carbonated beverage bottles are recycled statewide only
20% of the time.  The rest either are thrown in the trash,
just lie where they've been tossed by the side of the road,
or blow into the woods where they remain indefinitely. 
 
Since the Legislature has been unmoved by the
overwhelming support (polled at 75%) of the citizens of
Massachusetts who want an Expanded Bottle Bill passed,
three organizations (MassPIRG, League of Women Voters
of MA and the Sierra Club) have teamed up to conduct a
signature campaign to get the question on the ballot for
November 2014.  The Recycling Committee is helping to
gather signatures, so if you are asked to sign, please do
so.  Even better, if you want to help collect signatures,
please call Carol Rubenstein.  Signatures from registered
voters anywhere in Massachusetts are allowed, but each
page must be for one town only.

Swap Shop Closing 11/1/13
We have enjoyed another wonderful season
at the SwapShop.  It is hard to believe it is
almost over!  In November we have to move
out in order to make room for the Highway
Department's summer vehicles.  To prepare
for that, we will not accept any furniture after October 15,
so that what is on the floor gets taken, and so that our
volunteers won't have so much to disperse to charities
after closing.  If residents have things to give away after
November 1 that they cannot hang on to until April when
we re-open, we suggest taking them to Savers on
Cochituate Road (Rte. 30) in Framingham, or posting
them to Framingham Freecycle, a local online giveaway
program; and of course there is also craigslist for items in
especially good condition.
 

Planning for Holidays -
Already??
They creep up sooner than you think!
 
Since our record for keeping up with these E-Newsletters
hasn't been as regular as we had hoped, we think we'd
better talk about holiday green issues now, so that we
don't miss the opportunity for this year.
First of all, for those of you who might be wondering
about the relative environmental merits of buying an
artificial tree vs. a real one, a study by Earth 911
concluded that real trees are a better environmental
choice both while growing (the trees absorb large
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amounts of CO2) and at the end of life when real trees are
biodegradable, and also because they are an American
"product" made of natural materials as opposed to coming
from somewhere in the Far East and made from often
lead-laden, non-degradable PVC. You can read more here.
 
If you are looking forward with dread to the frenzy of
shopping during the holidays, maybe now is the time to
rethink your approach to this joyous season whose
meaning seems to have been hijacked by advertisers and
retailers.  Ask yourself: instead of feeling so anxious about
it, can you engage your family in a conversation about the
importance of connectedness instead of material things;
can you consider changing gift giving traditions in your
family; can you plan on entertaining less extravagantly,
using low waste wrapping, and simpler decorating?  More
family connection time, homemade or personally
trademarked gifts, and family cooperation and
conservation when wrapping and decorating can all help to
lower stress and increase your appreciation of the
seasonal warmth of the winter holidays.

We Want to Hear From YOU
Please contact us with any questions, ideas, issues, pet
peeves, or kudos you may have regarding our recycling
programs.  We want to know what you are thinking about
and what you need or can suggest to make our program
more effective.    Thanks for reading!  And if you know
anyone who might be interested in these matters, please
forward this along and let them know that they also can
subscribe  by simply clicking here.

Thank you very much for reading! 
 
Sincerely,
 

Carol S. Rubenstein, Chair 
Sherborn Recycling Committee 
508-653-8794 
We are on the Web! 
http://recycling.sherbornma.org
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