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Greetings!

A lot has happened since since my last Newsletter. So,
enjoy all the updates!

Like us on Facebook
to get more updates
and tips!
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Annual Town Meeting, May 4

Several Newsletters ago, we described the deplorable
condition of the asphalt surface at the Transfer Station,
and said we were recommending a Warrant Article for
Town Meeting to resurface it. Since that time, we have
also discussed with the Board of Selectmen (BOS) and
Advisory Committee the need for replacing both the
crumbling stockade fence that surrounds the perimeter of
the Transfer Station, and the deteriorating storage
containers - some of which date to the days before we
had a Transfer Station, when there was a landfill on this
site. As a result, the Warrant Article has morphed into one
for overall improvements at the Transfer Station. It is part
of the General Capital Budget Article, Number 8 on the
Warrant, and the Transfer Station is the 7th item within
that Article. Our request has been recommended for
approval by the Advisory Committee and has the support
of the BOS.

The improvements are most urgently needed for the
safety of the people who use or work at the Transfer
Station, but they will also go a long way towards
improving its appearance. If Town Meeting votes to
approve this, then it will be on the ballot at the Town
Election on May 14. The Ballot Question will only ask
whether or not the voters are in favor of ALL of the Capital
Budget requests approved at Town Meeting. Voters will not
be able to vote on each separate issue the way they did at
Town Meeting. We hope you will come to Town Meeting on
SATURDAY May 4 and vote in favor of our part of Article 8,
and then go to the Town Election on Tuesday May 14 and
vote in favor of the General Capital Budget ballot
question.
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Swap Shop is open!

We opened for the season on April 3, thanks to the hard
work of our volunteers, led mainly by Andrea Brennan and
Charlie Tyler, and of course we could not have done it
without the cooperation of CM&D staff, who relocated their
summer vehicles on Thursday of the week before. We
have many volunteers eager to help us this year, and we
hope all residents will be thoughtful and considerate of our
"staff." The Swap Shop is a community resource and we
expect everyone to pitch in, not just by bringing
"donations," but also by helping to put them away and
keeping things neat and organized. Our volunteers are
there to help you figure out where things go, not to do it
for you. They can also help you find something you might
be looking for. And if you bring something too dirty to
display, don't be surprised if one of our volunteers gives
you a rag and cleaning solution to clean it up before you
put it on a shelf! We also have room for more volunteers -
please ask us if you'd like to help.

Update the Bottle Bill

Long-time subscribers will recall that last June and July we
sent several (maybe too many) requests asking you to
contact various members of the Massachusetts Legislature
to vote in favor of the Updated Bottle Bill (UBB);
unfortunately, our efforts were not successful. The bill
died for the 14th consecutive year, in spite of published
reports that an overwhelming number of municipalities
(including Sherborn's BOS) and a majority of voters are in
favor. It seems that the lobbyists for the bottlers and the
supermarkets have more influence over the legislators
than the voters do. However, we are undaunted, and a
new bill has been introduced. You can stay abreast of the
issue by clicking on this comprehensive website hosted by
the . On
the right side you can click to receive periodic updates, or
to contact our legislators.

Food Waste

The Recycling Committee is strongly in favor of asa
method of getting the weight out of our trash as well as a way
of returning food energy to the soil. Now is a great time to buy
a 540 compost bin at the Transfer Station and get started in
your own back yard. At a February TEDxManhattan Talk
entitled .
Natural Resources Defense Council Executive Director Peter
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Lehner estimated that the average American family throws out
$2,000 worth of food every year! The presentation offers
much to consider, but it importantly encourages us to compost
our leftovers. If Sherborn households are throwing away
anywhere near that much food, we could greatly reduce our
costly trash weight if only we could get more families to start
composting. If you are someone who has not yet started
backyard composting, please consider doing so now! If you
need guidance, call one of our . Here is a

that will tell you some ways to determine whether
your food is still good to serve or ready for the compost bin.
Expiration dates are not always reliable guidelines as to when
the consumer needs to throw something out.

Electronics Recycling

Electronics recycling is an extremely thorny issue for the
environment because so many materials are incorporated
into one product. At the product's end of life, it is
extremely important for us to send our electronics to an
accredited recycler so that all its components can be
properly recycled and re-used and also to make doubly
sure that personal information is destroyed before
someone can steal it. The Sherborn Recycling Committee
made a decision several years ago to work with
Electronics Recyclers Incorporated (ERI) to assure the
best recycling practices were followed, even though it
costs the Town slightly more money than would
agreements with less-responsible disposal companies. We
want you to know all of the products you should be
recycling if they are not reusable. Please consult this

of items that you can drop off for free at the Transfer
Station.

Personal Message

As I finish up this E-Newsletter it is only a few days after
the tragedy at the Boston Marathon and I keep coming
back to how fleeting our lives are and how very blessed
my own life has been. I think about the people I choose to
include in my life and how their beliefs and behavior have
led me to trust in people's basic goodness. I am not going
to try to connect this to the Committee's . I simply
need to recognize my own good fortune, express my
condolences to those who were injured or who lost a loved
one, and also to express my gratitude to all our volunteers
who give selflessly to our cause and who I think would be
likely to run to help the injured rather than just run away
to save themselves.

We Want to Hear From YOU!
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Please contact  with any questions, ideas, issues, pet
peeves, or kudos you may have regarding our Recycling
program. We want to know what you are thinking about
and what you need to make our program more effective.
Thanks for reading! And if you know anyone who might be
interested in these matters, please forward this along and
let them know they can be a subscriber too by clicking

Sincerely,

Carol S. Rubenstein, Chair
Sherborn Recycling Committee
508-653-8794

We are on the Web!
http://recycling.sherbornma.org
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