
SHERBORN RECYCLING COMMITTEE

Minutes of the 276th meeting of the committee
Wednesday, April 10, 2013; Sherborn Town Hall
1. The meeting was called to order at approximately 7:05 PM.  In attendance were Members Carol Rubenstein, Ron Buckler, Charles Tyler, Karl Ludwig, Scott Embree, Rashel Masters and Andrea Brennan.  Guest Claire Sullivan also visited.
2. The March Meeting Minutes were accepted.

3. Thank you’s were issued to: 

Karl for doing the March minutes. 
Charlie for his continuing attention to the fluorescent bulbs and the rechargeable batteries

Andrea and Charlie for their continuing attention to the Styrofoam

Andrea & Charlie for supervising the Boy Scout(s) Jack Whitaker and Teddy Davidson who are helping with the Styrofoam

Andrea for her continuing work on the welcome bin program

Scott for preparing the slides for our Power Point presentation at the Advisory Hearing

Charlie for taking the photos for the Power Point presentation

CM&D for moving their vehicles out before the end of March so we could get the Swap Shop ready 

Andrea & Charlie for getting the Swap Shop in order for opening

Swap Shop Volunteers:  Charlie, Andrea, Judy Cook, Mark Christopher, Peggy Pionke, Betsy Varga, Scott Varga, John Greene, Connor Lancaster, Robyn Moriarty, and Susan Gulesian
Ruane and Father for taking Pine Hill food scraps to Hopestill Farm 


Hopestill Farm for composting Pine Hill food scraps
4. Update on Warrant Article Process:  Carol noted that things went very well at the Advisory Board Hearing on March 23.  The Committee’s budget as submitted was accepted. The Transfer Station budget as submitted was accepted.  The BOS request for $80K (not $85K) for the Warrant Article was approved by the Advisory Committee, and will be recommended at Town Meeting.  Carol explained that she had organized her presentation around an historical review of what the Town has spent on the Transfer Station since it was built.  Apart from grants, over 27 years, out of property tax funds only $46,011.58 has been spent, and she pointed out that in FY12 alone we brought in $22,342.71 from recycling revenue that went into the General Fund.    Then she showed the pictures and the cost estimates for improvements.  Carol said that her only problem was that the slides on the historical improvements and monies spent would have taken too long to review, so she skipped over them.  In thinking about the presentation for Town Meeting, perhaps one slide with a Time Line would serve better.  Scott agreed to look at making a single slide containing the key information.    The Committee voted unanimously to approve Article 8, Sect. 7 for the requested Transfer Station funding. 
5. UPS Freight:  Carol noted that she has been billed by UPS Freight $43.50 for an “appointment charge” for when they delivered the recycling bins back in January and Carol had specified that they needed to be delivered Wed-Fri from 9-3:30.  In response, Carol has suggested that Yellow Freight should be used in the future; they do not charge to deliver in a specified window.
6. Rules and Regulations for the Transfer Station: Charlie pointed out that “body waste” is excluded in the proposed regulations.  However, used diapers, facial tissue, etc. are often thrown in the trash.  Also wood is excluded in the proposed regulations but small amounts of wood that cannot be reused should be OK.  
7. Rules and Regulations for the Swap Shop: There was a sense that there should be a maximum of 30 minutes for shoppers to be in the Swap Shop.  Items being taken by customers should be placed in their vehicles within that 30 minutes. Andrea will work on a Swap Shop Etiquette sign.
8. Updated Bottle Bill:  Claire Sullivan visited to discuss how she is working to get the modified bottle bill passed.  She is with the South Shore Recycling Cooperative.  The bottle bill was passed in 1983; it was limited to beer and soda.  Now 40% of single serve containers are non-carbonated.  Strong support in legislature, but difficult to get enough support.  Now looking at possibility of putting the issue on the ballot.  They need about 7500 volunteer hours to get the necessary signatures.  The necessary forms will be available on Sept. 18 and submitted by Nov. 20 to each Town for validation.  The Committee voted to commit to 30 hours of signature collection.
9. Clarifications in Paper Recycling: There was a lot of discussion on the MassRecycles message board about which materials are really acceptable for paper recycling.  Many different answers came through depending on who the vendor was, so Carol finally consulted Christine DeRosa personally who had also been following the discussion.  Gable-top cartons even with plastic spouts are OK.  Paper cups are OK, aseptic cartons  (foiled liner) are OK, paper plates with food debris removed are OK, pizza boxes with food debris removed are OK, oil stains are OK.  We don’t know yet about spiral cartons (Pringles, e.g.) because of the metal, and pizza box liners are NOT acceptable.
10. Lids for Barrels at Athletic Fields: Ron said that they would take care of it.
11. E-NewsLetter: Carol said that she will start working on a new one.
12. Littering: Although Carol has not had contact with Tish Gogan, she did hear from Janet Walsh who has two 9th grade Girl Scouts who have to complete a Community Service project.  Carol suggested either the Anti-Littering or Anti-Idling Campaign.  One of the girls wants to have a discussion with Carol on April 27.
13. Electronics Collection: After we successfully demonstrated that we were covering our costs on the mattress collection, Carol started thinking about the electronics collection and wondered if we were covering our costs there.  To show that, we could take the dates that ERI did a pick up and tally up the fees collected between those two dates and see if they are at least as much as ERI billed the Town.  Ron will check on pickup dates.

14. Schools: Carol discussed that she had heard back from Assistant Superintendent Steve Bliss about paper/cardboard at Pine Hill and he agreed that Ruane and Father will begin to pick up the cardboard.  This will add to our paper recycling weight at the Transfer Station.  Ron reported however that this has not happened yet because EL Harvey’s containers have not been removed to make room for his containers to take the cardboard.
15. Remote Participation at Meetings: Concern was expressed that it could be difficult to manage in a manner that’s consistent with the Open Meeting law.  Would members of the public expect to be able to participate remotely?
16. Library Fair: May 11: The Recycling Committee will be participating.

17. Possible Pilot Program for Food Wastes: Carol has learned of a company Positive Effects that does home collection of food waste.  Carol contacted the principal, Patricia Welch to see if she would start a program here.  She would need a nucleus of towns around Sherborn, and she has gotten farms in Millis, Sudbury and Wrentham to agree to take the food waste.  So Carol is considering contacting Recycling people in Millis, Norfolk, and Medfield to see if they want to start something.  Carol asked Patricia about “garage door” service and that didn’t seem to bother her.  She says it is costing about $8.

18. Sherborn Meadows: Andrea contacted the management of Sherborn Meadows.  They use Harvey and are investigating the situation with recycling there.
19. Commodity Prices and Tonnage:  
Commodity Prices:  In the summer of 2008 at the height of the market we were paid $250/gt.  The low point was in November 2009 when we were paid $110/gt.  From June 2011-early Oct  we received  $255/gt.  then from early Oct.’11 to Dec.’11 it gradually went down to $200.  From Jan ’12 to mid May ‘12 we were paid $240/gt.  Late May we got $200, from mid-June to July we were paid $175.  In Aug we got $185 then $175, Sept. it was $165 and $150 .  In early November one load was $185, in March we were paid $225.

Tonnage Report:   In March there were 9 trips of trash to Millbury.  In Feb. there were  8 trips, and tonnage is up by 11.5 tons.   Paper: In March they recorded 6 trips (one was from Feb 28 though), in Feb.  they recorded 3 trips  and tonnage is up by 55.36 tons.   Commingled: In March. there were 4 “trips” recorded but 1 was from Feb 28, in Feb. they recorded  3 trips but one was from Jan,  and tonnage was up only by 1.43 tons

Recycling Rate for the Fiscal Year:    At end of March we had no pick ups of either mattress/carpet or electronics.  Our recycling rate was for the FY was 33.1%.  At the end of Feb. when we had pickups for mattresses and carpet as well as electronics, our Recycling Rate for the FY is 32.3%   Meanwhile, if we want to start patting ourselves on the back for reducing trash which is what DEP is emphasizing now, our average tonnage for the Fiscal Year at end of March is 120.6 and at the end of Feb was 122.5.  In FY 12 the average trash tonnage/month was 137.18 and for FY 11 it was 135.18.

CALENDAR  Next meetings –  2nd Wednesday of month  at 7 PM at Town Hall:  2013:   May 8; Jun. 12; July 10; Aug. 14.  
TONNAGE REPORT, INCLUDING AVERAGES FROM YEARS 1999 THROUGH 2013

	FY2013
	MSW
	Paper
	Commingled
	Other
	Diverted
	Recycling Rate

	July – ‘12
	126.24
	34.55
	8.4
	7.70
	50.65
	28.63

	Aug -  ‘12
	132.72
	46.52
	19.35
	10.68
	76.55
	36.58

	Sept – ‘12
	123.4
	20.27
	14.1
	1.73
	36.10
	22.63

	Oct- ‘12
	135.28
	38.4
	21.54
	7.56
	67.50
	33.29

	Nov – ‘12
	127.68
	34.59
	26.04
	7.47
	68.10
	34.78

	Dec – ‘12
	129.71
	49.9
	11.94
	4.85
	66.69
	33.96

	Jan – ‘13
	110.72
	32.38
	12.23
	3.44
	48.05
	30.26

	Feb – ‘13
	93.87
	23.55
	15.04
	6.58
	45.17
	32.48

	March – ‘13
	105.37
	48.91
	16.47
	3.72
	69.10
	39.61

	TOTAL
	1084.99
	329.07
	145.11
	69.92
	544.10
	258.52

	FISCAL YEAR 2013 Average
	120.6
	36.6
	16.1
	7.8
	60.5
	33.1

	delta vs ‘12
	-16.6
	-2.5
	-1.2
	-1.5
	-5.2
	0.8

	delta %
	-12.1
	-6.3
	-7.1
	-15.8
	-7.9
	2.4

	Fiscal 2012 Avg
	137.18
	39.02
	17.36
	9.22
	65.61
	32.35

	Fiscal 2011 Avg
	135.8
	40.8
	15.2
	10.5
	66.5
	32.9

	Fiscal 2010 Avg
	139.9
	42.6
	15.5
	12.0
	70.0
	33.3

	Fiscal 2009 Avg.
	136.4
	45.9
	16.3
	9.6
	62.1
	34.5

	Fiscal 2008 Avg.
	145.2
	50.6
	17.4
	10.4
	67.9
	32.4

	Fiscal 2007 Avg.
	152.1
	53.3
	16.3
	9.6
	69.6
	34.3

	Fiscal 2006 Avg.
	159.1
	52.1
	15.8
	10.6
	67.9
	29.9

	Fiscal 2005 Avg.
	160.7
	55.2
	15.5
	5.5
	70.7
	30.6

	Fiscal 2004 Avg.
	161.0
	54.7
	15.0
	10.7
	69.7
	30.2

	Fiscal 2003 Avg.
	155.5
	50.5
	13.6
	1.2
	64.1
	29.2

	Fiscal 2002 Avg.
	169.6
	46.0
	13.0
	1.9
	59.0
	25.8

	Fiscal 2001 Avg.
	181.4
	47.2
	13.1
	0.4
	60.3
	25.0

	Fiscal 2000 Avg.
	201.3
	31.3
	8.2
	5.0
	39.5
	16.3


Respectfully submitted, 
Karl Ludwig

