
Sherborn Recycling Committee

Minutes September 13, 2010

Draft

The 245th meeting of the Sherborn Recycling Committee was held at the Sherborn Town Hall on Tuesday September 13, 2010.

Present: Carol Rubenstein (chair), Andrea Brennan, Ron Buckler, Ardys Flavelle, Wendy Mechaber, Jack Mulhall, Charlie Tyler, Heather Willis.

Not Present:  Susan Peirce, Jennifer Stoner, Jane Pusch.

I. Thank you’s: 

a) Wendy for doing the August minutes.

b) Charlie Tyler, Roxanne, Brian, Mark Sexton, Pam George, Wendy M, Ardys, Andrea, and Boy Scouts Zen Sheik and Forrest for helping with the Swap Shop.

c) Andrea for her continued work on the welcome bins, even while on vacation.

d) Sue Peirce, Jennifer Stoner, David Rubenstein & Peggy Weber for helping at HHW Day & Wendy M. for offering.

II. Minutes of the August meeting were approved unanimously.

III. Charlie has finally been appointed as a Voting Member.  He plans to get sworn in September 14 when the Clerk’s Office is open during the Primary Election.

IV. Composting at Pine Hill will start on Friday Sept 17.  We have arranged for DEP’s composting guru, Ann McGovern to come to all-school assembly to give a presentation.  Veronica made a presentation last Friday as well.  Richard has submitted the application to register his farm with the Dept of Agricultural Resources for permission to accept food waste from an outside source and meanwhile the food will go to the Transfer Station as a backup plan until the registration is approved. The Committee is grateful to Richard for moving this along.  The dollies that Carol ordered through Amazon last June with last year’s money were never received.  The 3rd party vendor was out of stock.  Carol can get similar ones but they cost more.  The Committee voted and unanimously agreed to spend an additional $50 from this year’s budget for the dollies.  The Committee agreed to provide two members to supervise and help for the first week,  and one member for the second week with the hopes that the school will be able to provide its own volunteers after that.

V. The High School and Middle School are also doing food waste collection and are composting on site.  Carol has had several email exchanges with various people involved.  They have a need for some compost bins and the Committee voted to donate as many of our New Age rolled up composters as needed.  Ann McGovern thinks they may need sturdier ones; she will discuss this with Carol on September 17.
VI. The Committee discussed ways for residents to declare support for composting.  Carol suggested a “Declaration” page to upload onto the website.  Other suggestions were providing access to the website to submit suggestions and/or pictures from current composters.
VII. ECDC Nursery School wants to start recycling more and requested bins.  The Committee voted to donate two bins and charge for any additional ones.

VIII. HHW Day was last Saturday.  The online signup worked out wonderfully.  Fewer people made advance appointments, but more people showed up than usual.

IX. Integrated Paper: We haven’t been paid yet and Christine DeRosa isn’t returning calls or emails.  The Committee discussed finding another vendor.

X. Signs for the Swap Shop.  A high School student is working with her mother for Community Service hours to make laminated signs for the Swap Shop.  
XI. A couple of HS students have expressed interest in helping in the Swap Shop to fulfill Community Service hours.  Although we welcome all volunteers, “one-time volunteering” requires supervision. The Committee discussed ways to attract volunteers to come on a regular basis.  Carol and Andrea will work on a letter to the Editor of the DS Press.

XII. Carol will follow up on the asphalt issue with the BOS.

XIII. The issue of recycling by users of the athletic fields is still unresolved.  The lack of success in public spaces recycling came up as a subject on the MassRecycle message board.  They emphasized conjoined bins, restrictive lids and well-labeled bins.

XIV. The Committee received a thank you letter from MassRecycle for upgrading to a full membership.

XV. The Committee discussed at length the permit process for waste haulers.  Ron recused himself from the meeting.  An out of town hauler is inquiring about our permit policy with the Selectmen’s Office.  The Committee expressed concern over legal issues as well as inspection to confirm recycling compliance. Carol will contact the Board of Health to investigate and resolve the issue.
XVI.  Carol will speak with Selectmen’s Office or other Town Hall officials to discuss the possibility of using poison to solve the rat problem at the transfer station.

XVII. Transfer Station-information:

COMMODITY PRICES:  Prices for scrap metal have been going up since November 2009 when we received $110/gt.  Each month it has been gradually increasing.  In March 2010 we received $200, $225, $230/gt and in April we received $230/gt.  Just before the recession our highest was about $250.  In May we received $195, $175, and $160.  In June we received $130 for all 3 loads.  In July we received $145 and $165, in Aug $185 and $200.

TONNAGE REPORT: In Aug: 12 trips to Millbury, July had 14 and tonnage is way down by 23 tons.  Paper: In Aug, 5 trips, July had 5 trips, tonnage is down by .7 tons.  Commingled: In Aug. there were 3 trips, July had 4 trips, and tonnage is down by 6.5 ton.  Recycling rate is 27.

Jack noted that there were mistakes in the tonnage chart for the September minutes.  Figures have been corrected for the report below.

TONNAGE REPORT:

	FY2011
	MSW
	Paper
	Commingled
	Other
	Diverted
	Recycling Rate

	July - 10'
	151.88
	36.23
	13.14
	6.66
	56.03
	26.95

	Aug. – 10’
	128.24
	35.53
	7.60
	5.85
	48.98
	27.64

	TOTAL
	280.12
	71.76
	20.74
	12.51
	105.01
	27.27

	FISCAL YEAR 2011 Average
	140.1
	35.9
	10.4
	1.0
	52.5
	13.6

	delta vs 10'
	-5.2
	-14.7
	-7.0
	-9.3
	-17.3
	-18.8

	delta %
	-3.6
	-29.1
	-40.2
	-89.9
	-24.8
	-58.0

	Fiscal 2010 Avg
	139.9
	42.6
	15.5
	12.0
	70.0
	33.3

	Fiscal 2009 Avg.
	136.4
	45.9
	16.3
	9.6
	62.1
	34.5

	Fiscal 2008 Avg.
	145.2
	50.6
	17.4
	10.4
	67.9
	32.4

	Fiscal 2007 Avg.
	152.1
	53.3
	16.3
	9.6
	69.6
	34.3

	Fiscal 2006 Avg.
	159.1
	52.1
	15.8
	10.6
	67.9
	29.9

	Fiscal 2005 Avg.
	160.7
	55.2
	15.5
	5.5
	70.7
	30.6

	Fiscal 2004 Avg.
	161.0
	54.7
	15.0
	10.7
	69.7
	30.2

	Fiscal 2003 Avg.
	155.5
	50.5
	13.6
	1.2
	64.1
	29.2


Next meetings and secretary rotation–  2nd Tues. of month at 7 PM at Town Hall: 2010:    Oct 12, Charlie; Nov. 9, Ron;  
Dec. 14, Ardys;  Jan. 11, Heather;  Feb. 8, Wendy;  Mar. 8, Andrea;  Apr. 12; Charlie.  May 10,Ron;  June 14, Ardys;  
July 12, Heather;  August 9, Wendy.

Respectfully submitted,

Andrea Brennan

Secretary, September 2010


