Sherborn Recycling Committee
Minutes of Tuesday, June 8th, 2010 meeting

The 242nd meeting of the Sherborn Recycling Committee was held at the Sherborn Town Hall on Tuesday the 9th of February at 7:00 PM.

Present were Carol Rubenstein (chair), Ron Buckler, Ardys Flavelle, Andrea Brennan, Heather Willis and Wendy Mechaber
Not present were Jack Mulhall, Jennifer Stoner, Jane Pusch, Peggy Weber, and Susan Peirce.

The minutes of the May meeting were not approved due to less than a quorum present. 

Thank yous: 


Ron for the May minutes


Andrea for her work at the swap shop


Roxanne Buckler, Jill Roberson for helping with the Swap Shop.


Andrea for her continuing work on the welcome bin program.

· Carol attended the BOS meeting with little event. She told them about our plans to have a food waste program at PHS in order to encourage composting in Sherborn homes, and mentioned the bins being sold at the Recycling Center. Tom Twining asked if a composting operation at Hopestill Farm would result in any leachate or other problems for neighbors. Carol answered that she assumed it would not be a problem.  The BOS was supportive of our efforts and asked what they could to assist.

· Carol did not go to Chickering to observe the food scrap collection. She would appreciate someone else going with her to do so.

· There have been 9 more Composting surveys. Of these, 6 already compost at home, 5 would drop off their meat and bones, and 3 do not compost now and say they would use the drop off. We decided not to pursue the composting pilot project and decided instead to encourage home composting.

· The 3 bids that Carol received to remodel the yellow barn at the Transfer Station had to be discarded, and 3 new bids secured. We do not know why they were discarded, Dan did not say. Carol complied, and has received 2 new bids. The third party has not responded since visiting the site, and is not returning calls. The CC’s “Determination” dictates that we must 

Place hay bales at the entrance to the Recycling Center

Dispose of the removed soil outside of Sherborn

The trucks cannot be parked at the Transfer Station overnight.

· Dan Keyes has gotten a grant from the MAPC to look at all aspects of Natick’s and Sherborn’s recycling programs in order to consider regionalization. Carol has not heard anything further about this from anyone other than Dan, who mentioned it again to her.

· The Selectman’s office has alerted the SRC that our Voting Members now number 6. Since Carol thinks that a quorum of 3 is too small, she suggested recommending to the BOS that we expand our Voting Members to 7. We voted in favor of this. Charles Tyler has expressed interest in joining the SRC, and Carol is very impressed with his credentials. He will attend the July meeting, and if he is a good fit, will become our 7th Voting Member. 
· Carol has not heard from anyone about our memos regarding the Incentive Bonus.
· Police Chief Thompson is organizing an unused medicine collection with the help of Walgreen’s. It will take place on Saturday, June 12th, at the Sherborn Police station.
· Carol has not yet put together the points about the paper contract for the Town Counsel.

· Regarding our end-of-year purchases: Heather will make a mock-up of a flyer promoting the composters. We approved the purchase of 50 recycling bins @ $450, (10) R2D2 composting bins @ $400, $600 worth of mailers, $265 for some new t-shirts, and $500 for 2 signs at the transfer station: a new larger no-idling sign (the kind in the metal frame) and a new copy of the “There is a $10-20 fee to drop off tv’s, microwaves, monitors, dehumidifiers, or refrigerators. Please see attendant.” sign for the outside of the swap shop. Additionally we owe Diane Veitch some money for work on the website. We will wait to approve money for an idling sign for PHS until next year, when we may hold a contest for the best no idling sign design. We will discuss new recycling barrels for the HS as the summer progresses.

The next meeting will take place July 13th, 2010, at 7:00.

Transfer Station Issues:


Commodity prices: Prices for scrap metal have been rising since November when we received $110/gt. In March we received $200, $225, and $230/gt, and in April we received $230/gt. Carol remembers that just before the recession the highest price was $250. There was no scrap metal pick-up in May.

Tonnage Report  

	FY2010
	MSW
	Paper
	Commingled
	Other
	Diverted
	Recycling Rate

	July - 09'
	144.86
	49.07
	13.90
	24.88
	87.85
	37.75

	Aug – 09’
	146.43
	44.90
	17.59
	12.81
	75.30
	33.96

	Sept – 09’
	130.88
	48.95
	13.97
	4.46
	67.38
	33.99

	Oct. – 09’
	146.70
	37.31
	17.26
	13.06
	67.63
	31.55

	Nov. – 09’
	154.10
	47.81
	14.31
	4.94
	67.06
	30.32

	Dec. – 09’
	142.45
	48.76
	19.50
	13.14
	81.40
	36.36

	Jan. – 10’
	123.51
	40.97
	17.26
	1.13
	59.36
	32.46

	Feb. – 10’
	101.40
	30.92
	12.72
	3.29
	46.93
	31.64

	Mar. – 10’
	133.64
	40.04
	14.24
	12.53
	66.81
	33.33

	Apr. – 10’
	152.56
	37.66
	14.85
	9.38
	61.89
	28.86

	May - 10
	142.86
	42.28
	15.56
	2.47
	60.31
	29.68

	TOTAL
	1519.39
	468.67
	171.16
	118.74
	758.57
	365.27

	FISCAL YEAR 2010 Average
	138.1
	42.6
	15.6
	10.8
	69.0
	33.2

	delta vs 09'
	1.7
	-3.3
	-0.7
	1.2
	-2.8
	-1.3

	delta %
	1.2
	-7.1
	-4.5
	12.1
	-3.9
	-3.9

	Fiscal 2009 Avg.
	136.4
	45.9
	16.3
	9.5
	71.6
	34.5

	Fiscal 2008 Avg.
	145.2
	50.6
	17.4
	10.4
	69.8
	32.4

	Fiscal 2007 Avg.
	152.1
	53.3
	16.3
	9.6
	79.2
	34.3

	Fiscal 2006 Avg.
	159.1
	52.1
	15.8
	10.6
	67.8
	29.90

	Fiscal 2005 Avg.
	160.7
	55.2
	15.5
	5.5
	70.8
	30.6

	Fiscal 2004 Avg.
	161.0
	54.6
	15.0
	11.9
	69.6
	30.2


Respectfully submitted
Ardys A. Flavelle
