SHERBORN RECYCLING COMMITTEE
Tuesday, April 13, 2010

The 240th meeting of the Recycling Committee was held at the Town Hall on Tuesday, April 13 at 8 PM. 

Present: Carol Rubenstein (chair), Ron Buckler, Andrea Brennan, and Wendy Mechaber

Not Present: Susan Peirce, Jane Pusch, Jennifer Stoner, Jack Mulhall
Minutes of the March meeting were approved.

Thank yous: 

Andrea for getting the Swap Shop organized and open;

Wendy M. for helping Andrea with the Swap Shop.

Andrea for her continuing work on the welcome bin program;

Diane Veitch for her continuing work on the website.

II. Announcements, Old, and New Business

1. Composting: Ron, Carol, George Pucci, and Wendy M. visited Pine Hill to evaluate the feasibility of a school composting program. Carol reported that Jon Dowse was interested in taking only finished compost, rather than lunch waste. Therefore, we are still looking for a farm/facility to take the lunch waste. Several towns in MA are starting drop-off composting; what are the possibilities for Sherborn? Drop off at the Transfer Station? Would Groundscapes (in Wrentham) be able to pick up from the Transfer Station, and could this pickup include Pine Hill lunch waste? Follow-up discussions will include more details about the cost of pick up of compost at the Transfer Station, as well as a survey of town residents to see if households in town would use the drop-off option. The survey would be similar to one conducted by towns in Western MA.
2. The Library Fair is May 8th, and the Recycling Committee will have a table. The Library Fair table will be about composting, including a survey for town residents (see #1 above). The survey should determine whether or not households would utilize a town-sponsored composting service.

3. Transfer Station Clean-up Day is May 1st. Volunteers needed.
4. There is news about the use of the yellow metal building at the Transfer Station. Ed Wagner said that he needs all of the building for vehicles, rather than returning the use of the building to the Transfer Station, and to planned Swap Shop use.  There is a need for more discussion about use of this space.  One possibility would be for the Recycling Committee to propose splitting the cost of a new floor in this building with the Highway Department, thereby obtaining shared use of this space. 

Dan Keyes has a grant from MAPC to look at Sherborn's and Natick's recycling programs to consider regionalization. Sherborn Recycling Committee should evaluate and discuss; considerations include composting site, and more space for a swap shop. Ed Wagner has requested a place for wood, as well as ground-up asphalt that can be re-used in future road projects.  

5. Town Meeting and the Transfer Station Budget.  The Advisory Committee will recommend a reduced appropriation of $7500. for the Transfer Station, but will not curtail the number of open days. Carol will speak at Town Meeting, encouraging more people to do more recycling and composting as strategies for reducing expenses.

6. Police Chief Thompson is organizing a medicine collection with the help of Walgreen's.  The collection will take place at the Police Station, probably June 12.

7. Carol communicated with Mark Evans from Casella.  Mark didn't think that Casella could offer Sherborn a better deal on recycling than the terms of the current contract with Newark. Further, Newark seems to be providing towns with incentive to keep their current customers.  Dan asked Carol to put together information for Town Counsel in order for them to present it to Integrated Paper/Newark; perhaps this task would best be handled by counsel directly.
8. End-of-year purchases: Consider whether we need to purchase additional recycling bins, toters for composting, signs, flyers, and/or mailer if they are to be sent out before June 30.

9. Transfer Station Issues:

Commodity prices: Price for scrap metal has been going up since November (low of $110/gton). In March, the price was up to $200 and 225/gt.

10. Tonnage Report: In March, there were 13 trips to Millbury, February had 12, and tonnage is up by 32 tons. Paper: In March, there were 5 trips, in February there were also 5 trips; tonnage is up by 10 tons. Commngled: In March there were 5 trips, in February there were 4 trips and tonnage is up by 1.5 tons. Recycling rate for the expanded category - which is all that we are going to follow per vote at September 2009 meeting - is 33.9%, compared to March which was 33.8%.

Nest Meeting: the 2nd Tuesday of every month at 7 PM at Town Hall:

2010: May 11, June 8, July 13, August 10.

Tonnage Report:

	FY2010
	MSW
	Paper
	Commingled
	Other
	Diverted
	Recycling Rate

	July - 09'
	144.86
	49.07
	13.90
	24.88
	87.85
	37.75

	Aug – 09’
	146.43
	44.90
	17.59
	12.81
	75.30
	33.96

	Sept – 09’
	130.88
	48.95
	13.97
	4.46
	67.38
	33.99

	Oct. – 09’
	146.70
	37.31
	17.26
	13.06
	67.63
	31.55

	Nov. – 09’
	154.10
	47.81
	14.31
	4.94
	67.06
	30.32

	Dec. – 09’
	142.45
	48.76
	19.50
	13.14
	81.40
	36.36

	Jan. – 10’
	123.51
	40.97
	17.26
	1.13
	59.36
	32.46

	Feb. – 10’
	101.40
	30.92
	12.72
	3.29
	46.93
	31.64

	Mar. – 10’
	133.64
	40.04
	14.24
	12.53
	66.81
	33.33

	TOTAL
	1223.97
	388.73
	140.75
	103.02
	632.50
	305.46

	FISCAL YEAR 2010 Average
	136.0
	43.2
	15.6
	11.4
	70.3
	33.9

	delta vs 09'
	-0.4
	-2.7
	-0.6
	1.8
	-1.5
	-0.6

	delta %
	-0.3
	-5.8
	-4.0
	18.9
	-2.1
	-1.7

	Fiscal 2009 Avg.
	136.4
	45.9
	16.3
	9.5
	71.6
	34.5

	Fiscal 2008 Avg.
	145.2
	50.6
	17.4
	10.4
	69.8
	32.4

	Fiscal 2007 Avg.
	152.1
	53.3
	16.3
	9.6
	79.2
	34.3

	Fiscal 2006 Avg.
	159.1
	52.1
	15.8
	10.6
	67.8
	29.90

	Fiscal 2005 Avg.
	160.7
	55.2
	15.5
	5.5
	70.8
	30.6

	Fiscal 2004 Avg.
	161.0
	54.6
	15.0
	11.9
	69.6
	30.2


Respectfully submitted,

Wendy Mechaber, Secretary for April, 2010
