Sherborn Recycling Committee
March 9, 2010
The 239th meeting of the Sherborn Recycling Committee was held at the Sherborn Town Hall on Tuesday the 9th of March at 7:00 PM.

Present were Carol Rubenstein (chair), Wendy Mechaber, Ron Buckler, Andrea Brennan, and Ardys Flavelle. 

Not present were Jane Pusch, Jennifer Stoner, Susan Peirce, Peggy Weber and Jack Mulhall.

I. A vote was taken to amend the Minutes of the January Meeting which were approved last month despite the date at the top which stated “January 12, 2009” when it should have stated “January 12, 2010”.  The vote was unanimous.
Thank you: 

Andrea for her continuing work on the welcome bin program

Dianne V. for accompanying Carol at the meeting to learn about how to input material into the new website

Dianne Veitch for her continuing work on the website
II. Announcements, Old and New Business:

A. The new website is located at http://sherbornma.virtualtownhall.net/Pages/SherbornMA_BComm/Recycling/index 
B. Composting, Pine Hill:  Jonathan Dowse is willing to take the food waste from Pine Hill!  Carol spoke to David Cassidy at Cassidy Farm first, and based on what he does at the Fay School he thought Pine Hill would probably generate 3 or 4 - 20 to 30 gallon barrels of food waste a week.  The Committee planned a visit during lunch period at Pine Hill to observe what gets thrown away and what gets recycled in order to plan the food waste serparation.
C. Still only 4  people have contacted Carol after Ann McGovern’s Healthy Lawns & Landscapes workshop in January.
D. The Committee was offered a table at the Library Fair and we decided it would be a good opportunity to publicize food waste composting.  Only Carol and possibly Wendy were going to be in town but Carol thought she could get volunteers from among “Associates” and “Friends”
E. Remodeling yellow metal barn for Swap Shop: Estimate from engineer was outrageously high.  $84.000.00  Ron says building from scratch would be much cheaper.  We have a “place holder” on the warrant for this issue, but Carol suggested that for an item this costly a several-months’-long campaign is required to build support.  We don’t even have any photos of all the Swap Shop items scattered all over the grounds.  Our “placeholder” on the Town Meeting Warrant for this request was originally for about $20K, but has been reduced already.  Carol talked to Dan Keyes this morning about whether the request at this Town Meeting could be for an architect to draw up plans, since the engineer (Dan Merrikan) said we needed one to draw up the bid documents.  Dan Keyes thought he might be able to get a graduate program in architecture to do this with the professor signing off and it would cost $0.  The Committee also talked about getting the concrete floor inside the current building poured which Dan Merrikan estimated would cost about $7,900.  It might be possible to get this accomplished with money in this fiscal year’s Transfer Station budget.  Carol will try to get estimates.  Carol is scheduled to meet with Capital Budget Committee this Saturday
F. Carol announced the ominous news that Advisory Committee was asking all budget makers to reduce their budgets by 15% and suggesting the Transfer Station accomplish this by reducing the number of days it was open.  Carol distributed a memo to the BOS with her opinion of the impact it would have, especially on the Ruane Family.
G. The Committee voted to set Annual Clean up Day for May 1 and possibly May 2.  Carol will send press release. 

H. The Committee looked over the revamped charts again and made a few minor changes and decided to use both, printed back to back so residents could choose which side  they liked better to post.

I. Carol reported that regarding Casella’s overtures to take our recycling, she spoke to Ken Feeney in Medfield and found out they had only been doing business together for one month, so not much of a track record.  She also spoke to Mark Evans to ask him again to please send the materials he had promised so she could study them in depth.

J. The BOS approved our new Mission Statement.

K. Grant program for barrels from Keep America Beautiful.  Regional Schools did apply via Jim Burke, custodian at Middle School.  Ardys noted that last year the custodians didn’t seem to know that recyclables needed to be collected in clear bags for Casella who picks up recycling at the regional school campus.  She’s not sure if they know that now. 

L. Carol invited a woman to come to our next meeting who seems very interested in our activities and especially in composting.  We don’t know yet if she will come.  Ardys is looking to be replaced as a Voting Member.
M. There will be a MassRecycle Conference on Tuesday April 6 in Westboro on Recycling and Composting.  Carol is looking for someone to accompany her since there are too many workshops for her to attend and we had budgeted 2 people to attend this conference.  No one at the meeting was able to go.  She will call Jane Pusch to see if she would be able to attend.  Carol has registered at a cost of $50.  The cost for the additional person is $75.  The Committee Voted to spend $50 for one person or $125 for 2 people to attend this meeting.  The vote was unanimous.

N. . Transfer Station issues:

Commodity prices:  Carol read that recycling commodity prices have returned to their pre-bubble prices, that is around whatever they were in 2007.

We received $110, $115 per gross ton for scrap metal in November; $120, $125/gt in December; and in February we got $150/gt!
The telephone issue is still not resolved. Ron will try to get a recorded message on the line.

Tonnage report:  In Feb.: 12 trips to Millbury, Jan had 13 and tonnage is down by 22 tons after January being down 19 tons!  Paper: In Feb., 5 trips, Jan had 6   tonnage is down by 10 tons.  Comm: In Feb.. there were 4 trips, Jan. had 5 trips, and tonnage is down by 5 tons.  Recycling rate for expanded which is all we are going to follow per vote at Sept 2009 meeting is 33.8% compared to last month was 34.2%  
Next meeting will be April 13, 2010 at 7:00pm.

Tonnage Report:

	FY2010
	MSW
	Paper
	Commingled
	Other
	Diverted
	Recycling Rate

	July - 09'
	144.86
	49.07
	13.90
	24.88
	87.85
	37.75

	Aug – 09’
	146.43
	44.90
	17.59
	12.81
	75.30
	33.96

	Sept – 09’
	130.88
	48.95
	13.97
	4.46
	67.38
	33.99

	Oct. – 09’
	146.70
	37.31
	17.26
	13.06
	67.63
	31.55

	Nov. – 09’
	154.10
	47.81
	14.31
	4.94
	67.06
	30.32

	Dec. – 09’
	142.45
	48.76
	19.50
	13.14
	81.40
	36.36

	Jan. – 10’
	123.51
	40.97
	17.26
	1.13
	59.36
	32.46

	Feb. – 10’
	101.40
	30.92
	12.72
	3.29
	46.93
	31.64

	TOTAL
	1090.33
	348.69
	126.51
	86.59
	561.79
	270.72

	FISCAL YEAR 2010 Average
	136.3
	43.6
	15.8
	10.8
	70.2
	33.8

	delta vs 09'
	-0.1
	-2.3
	-0.5
	1.2
	-1.6
	-0.7

	delta %
	-0.1
	-5.0
	-2.9
	12.4
	-2.2
	-2.0

	Fiscal 2009 Avg.
	136.4
	45.9
	16.3
	9.5
	71.6
	34.5

	Fiscal 2008 Avg.
	145.2
	50.6
	17.4
	10.4
	69.8
	32.4

	Fiscal 2007 Avg.
	152.1
	53.3
	16.3
	9.6
	79.2
	34.3

	Fiscal 2006 Avg.
	159.1
	52.1
	15.8
	10.6
	67.8
	29.90

	Fiscal 2005 Avg.
	160.7
	55.2
	15.5
	5.5
	70.8
	30.6

	Fiscal 2004 Avg.
	161.0
	54.6
	15.0
	11.9
	69.6
	30.2


Respectfully submitted,

Carol S Rubenstein, secretary for March 2010
