Sherborn Recycling Committee
January 12, 2010
The 237th meeting of the Sherborn Recycling Committee was held at the Sherborn Town Hall on Tuesday the 12th of January at 7:00 PM.

Present Carol Rubenstein (chair), Wendy Mechaber, Ron Buckler, Andrea Brennan, Jane Pusch. 

Not present were Ardys Flavelle, Jennifer Stoner, Susan Peirce, Peggy Weber and Jack Mulhall.

I. Minutes of the October and December Meetings were approved.

Thank you: 

Ardys for doing the October minutes;

Ron for doing the December minutes;

Andrea for editing the Annual Report for Carol before she sent it out to the rest of the Committee;

Andrea for her continuing work on the welcome bin program;

Dianne Veitch for her continuing work on the website.

II. Announcements, Old and New Business:

A. Composting: George Pucci has volunteered to take on the composting issue at Pine Hill.  It was suggested that we use compostable bags to collect items in the school, but no liners in the outside containers.  We will need to provide a closed-top container.  He will research a location for the food scrap collection on Town Land.  Also Ann McGovern of DEP did a Healthy Lawns & Landscapes workshop with both garden clubs in town and received a lot of interest in composting.

B. Talk on Community Center was tabled to next meeting.


           

C. The Committee made some suggestions to improve the Mission Statement which will be approved at the next meeting after consideration.



D. Plans are underway for remodeling the yellow metal barn for Swap Shop use once CM&D moves out. We won’t know until April how much space CM&D might need but they are considering buying a trailer to keep their overflow.  We have a “place holder” on the warrant for this issue, but the Committee needs firm numbers for an estimate.  Carol will ask Dan/John O’Neil about installing a cement floor and associated costs.

E. In order to handle a shortfall in our budget line item for the Earth Day Pine Hill Program, the Committee voted to reduce the promised amount from $800 to $600. 

F. The Committee discussed at length the concept of regionalizing of Recycling Operations with the Town of Natick.   The Committee saw no benefit to the Town of Sherborn.  The Committee discussed the crowded conditions at the Center currently, the unlikely appeal of curbside collection by Natick trucks when Sherborn residents are accustomed to garage service, and the problem of fairly dividing revenues from recyclables.

G. Ruane and Father is now picking up the commingled containers at Town Hall as well as the paper they are already picking up. 

H. Carol learned that some towns have a deal with our Electronics recycler to collect 4 brands of electronics without charging residents and then in turn, ERI will PAY up to $.15/pound for 20% of the volume.  So we now have made the same arrangements, as of January 1, 2010.  She has posted a sign for the TS attendants to remember to log in the electronics as always but to note the brand of those that are a $0 charge.  

I. In a conversation with Scott Seidman of Dover Recycling Committee, it was discovered they had similar concerns about the school janitors and their willingness, or lack thereof, to facilitate the recycling process.  The idea of presenting to Regional School Committee with our concerns was favorable to both Committees.  There was also some discussion about the two towns joining together with recyclables contracts.  

J.
 Stackable recycling bins purchase has been tabled for the time being.

K. Ron stated that the timeliness of pick ups by Integrated Paper over the holidays was the best ever.

L. Website counter is at 1182.  Last month it was 1115.  The town is about to revise its website and that will mean that the Recycling Website will be revised as well.

M. The Committee will institutionalize the secretary rotation for the rest of the year and stands as follows: Andrea(Jan), Ardys(Feb), Wendy(Mar), Ron(Apr), Andrea(May), Ardys(Jun), Wendy(Jul), Ron(Aug).

N. Transfer Station issues:

-Commodity prices:  Carol read that recycling commodity prices have returned to their pre-bubble prices, that is around whatever they were in 2007.

We received $110, $115, $120, $125 per gross ton for scrap metal on our last 4 loads, in that order. Two in November, two in December.

 
-The telephone issue is still not resolved. Ron will try to get a recorded message on the line.

O. Tonnage report: In Dec.: 14 trips to Millbury, Nov had 14 and tonnage is down.  Paper: In Dec., 6 trips, Nov had 6   tonnage is up by one lonely ton.  Comm: In Dec. there were 5 trips, Nov. had 4 trips, and tonnage is up by 5 tons.  Recycling rate for expanded which is all we are going to follow per vote at Sept 2009 meeting is 34.4% compared to last month was 31.55%  

Next meeting will be February 9, 2010 at 7:00pm.

Tonnage Report:

	FY2010
	MSW
	Paper
	Commingled
	Other
	Diverted
	Recycling Rate

	July - 09'
	144.86
	49.07
	13.90
	24.88
	87.85
	37.75

	Aug – 09’
	146.43
	44.90
	17.59
	12.81
	75.30
	33.96

	Sept – 09’
	130.88
	48.95
	13.97
	4.46
	67.38
	33.99

	Oct. – 09’
	146.70
	37.31
	17.26
	13.06
	67.63
	31.55

	Nov. – 09’
	154.10
	47.81
	14.31
	4.94
	67.06
	30.32

	Dec. – 09’
	142.45
	48.76
	19.50
	13.14
	81.40
	36.36

	TOTAL
	865.42
	276.80
	96.53
	82.07
	455.40
	206.60

	FISCAL YEAR 2010 Average
	144.2
	46.1
	16.1
	13.7
	75.9
	34.4

	delta vs 09'
	7.8
	0.3
	-0.2
	4.2
	4.3
	-0.1

	delta %
	5.7
	0.6
	-1.2
	44.3
	6.0
	-0.2

	Fiscal 2009 Avg.
	136.4
	45.9
	16.3
	9.5
	71.6
	34.5

	Fiscal 2008 Avg.
	145.2
	50.6
	17.4
	10.4
	69.8
	32.4

	Fiscal 2007 Avg.
	152.1
	53.3
	16.3
	9.6
	79.2
	34.3

	Fiscal 2006 Avg.
	159.1
	52.1
	15.8
	10.6
	67.8
	29.90

	Fiscal 2005 Avg.
	160.7
	55.2
	15.5
	5.5
	70.8
	30.6

	Fiscal 2004 Avg.
	161.0
	54.6
	15.0
	11.9
	69.6
	30.2


Respectfully submitted,

Andrea Brennan, secretary for January 2010

