SHERBORN RECYCLING COMMITTEE

Wednesday, Oct. 15, 2008
The 222nd meeting of the Recycling Committee was held at the Town Hall on Wednesday, Oct. 15, 2008 at 4:30 p.m.
Present: Carol Rubenstein (chair), Andrea Brennan, Ardys Flavelle, Ron Buckler, and Karl Ludwig.

Not Present:  Susan Higley, Jack Mulhall, Susan Peirce, Jane Pusch, Jennifer Stoner and Peggy Weber. 
I. Minutes of the September Meeting were approved.

Thank you’s:
· Karl for writing the September minutes

· Andrea for her continuing work on the welcome bin program

· Andrea, Amy & David Moore, Ardys and Roxanne Buckler for keeping the Swap Shop organized

· Jane Pusch for her work on the Natick Collection Recycling Initiative
· Ron for installing the signs at the Recycling Center

· Dianne Veitch for her continuing work on the website

II .Announcements, Old and New Business 
A. Carol noted that the Town Hall is now closed all day on Fridays.

B. Carol pointed out that Recycling Barrels for the Community Center have arrived.  Total cost was $124.20.  There was no shipping charge.

C. Carol discussed her work getting a 2-sided Palm Card about No Idling for America Recycles Day.  We are currently waiting to see if we can get some from DEP.  We are also still working on the write-up for the Pine Hill Electronic Newsletter.
D. VOTE: The Committee voted unanimously to allot up to $100 for printing of the Palm Card.
E. Carol noted that she did submit the DEP grant application for recycling barrels.  She requested 10 of the clear barrels (first priority) and 4 metal barrels.
F. VOTE: The Committee voted to approve new dates for the Recycling Meetings, as given further below.
G. The Committee discussed the dropping price of scrap metal (a drop from $250/ton in July to $130/ton now).
H. Ron discussed the possibility of getting a roll-up door for the structures over the compactors.  He will contact DoorSystems.  We would like to include the item in the budget estimate due next month.  We will also need an estimate for replacing one of the trash compactors.

I. Continuing problems with the phone at the Transfer Station were discussed.  Ron will phone Verizon to request repair service.
J. Carol noted that Loree Burns will be giving a program at Pine Hill for America Recycles Day.  The Recycling Committee is paying for it.
K. CSA will be holding their auction this year.  Carol will send them a letter reminding them of the need to incorporate recycling into the event.

L. Ardys discussed progress on recycling at the Regional Schools.  Students are running the recycling program through a club “Down to Earth”.  So far in-class recycling is going better than lunch room recycling.
M. Andrea will close the Swap Shop on Nov. 1 this year.  Carol will issue a press release.

N. The Committee discussed remaining recycling magnets and agreed that they should be used for the welcome bins.

O. Carol and Andrea will work on a press release regarding recycling during the holiday season.  They will be soliciting ideas from other Committee members.
P. The Committee worked on creating a flyer discussing recycling rules and advantages to show recalcitrant users of the Transfer Center.  Ron will photocopy the flyer and perhaps put it on laminated sheets.

Q. Two events are upcoming:

Oct. 27 – Pre-conference workshop on plastics recycling (in Northampton)

Oct. 28-29 – NorthEast Recycling Council Fall Conference (in Northampton)

R. Tonnage report: 

In September – 



Refuse: 14 trips to Millbury – 1 more than in August and tonnage is up.



Paper: 8 trips – 1 more than in August and tonnage is up.


Commingled: 4 trips – 1 less than in August and tonnage is up.


Recycling rate is 31.3%.

· Please call Carol  (508-653-8794)  if you are going to be  absent from a meeting
· Recruit new members  
Next Meeting – 2nd Wednesday of each month at 4:15 pm at the Town Hall; Nov. 12, Dec. 10, Jan. 14, 2009, Feb. 11, March 11, April 8, May 13, June 10, July 8, Aug. 12.
Recent Recycling Center statistics:
	FY2009
	MSW
	Paper
	Commingled
	Diverted
	Recycling Rate

	July - 08'
	155.33
	52.67
	16.20
	68.87
	30.99

	August
	144.55
	46.57
	15.54
	62.11
	30.05

	September
	154.27
	56.99
	18.57
	75.56
	32.88

	TOTAL
	452.15
	156.23
	50.31
	206.54
	

	FISCAL YEAR 2009 Average
	150.7
	52.1
	16.8
	68.8
	31.3

	delta vs 08'
	5.5
	1.5
	-0.6
	0.9
	-0.5

	delta %
	3.8
	3.0
	-3.4
	1.4
	-1.6

	Fiscal 2007 Avg.
	152.1
	53.3
	16.3
	69.6
	31.5

	Fiscal 2006 Avg.
	159.1
	52.1
	15.8
	67.9
	29.9

	Fiscal 2005 Avg.
	160.7
	55.2
	15.5
	70.7
	30.6

	Fiscal 2004 Avg.
	161.0
	54.7
	15.0
	69.7
	30.2

	Fiscal 2003 Avg.
	155.5
	50.5
	13.6
	64.1
	29.2


Respectfully Submitted,
Karl Ludwig – Secretary for October 2008
