SHERBORN RECYCLING COMMITTEE

Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2008
The 221st meeting of the Recycling Committee was held at the Town Hall on Wednesday, Sept. 10, 2008 at 4:30 p.m.
Present: Carol Rubenstein (chair), Andrea Brennan, Ron Buckler, Ardys Flavelle, and Karl Ludwig.

Not Present:  Susan Higley, Jack Mulhall, Susan Peirce, Jane Pusch, Jennifer Stoner and Peggy Weber. 
I. Minutes of the July Meeting were approved.

Thank you’s:
· Karl for writing the June minutes

· Andrea for her continuing work on the welcome bin program

· Andrea, Amy & David Moore, Ardys and Roxanne Buckler for keeping the Swap Shop organized

· Jane Pusch for her work on the Natick Collection Recycling Initiative
· Dianne Veitch for her continuing work on the website

· Jennifer for going with Carol to a meeting at Framingham High School about recycling

II .Announcements, Old and New Business 
A. Carol discussed some of the things she had learned from the Framingham High School meeting.  Their hauler told the school that either their disposal rates would increase or their trash would be left for re-sorting.  The administration got the custodians and teachers involved.  Student organizations also played an important role.

B. The Committee discussed the state of recycling at the Community Center.  Carol contacted Jim Byrnes, the president of the Center.  She and Ardys then met with Jim.  While the Center is recycling at its own events, it appears that they had not been clear to others using the facility that they needed to recycle as well.  Jim agreed to take the issue up with the Board.  Meanwhile, the Center is interested in getting 2 new clear containers. 
C. VOTE: The Committee voted unanimously to appropriate up to $200 for the purchase of additional recycling bins for the Community Center.

D. The installation of “No Idling” signs for Pine Hill School was discussed.  Carol suggested that the Committee work to educate the Pine Hill community about the importance of adapting such a policy.  She has drafted an article for inclusion in the parents’ electronic newsletter.
E. Carol noted the progress that she and Dianne Veitch are making on improving the recycling website.
F. The new signs have arrived for the Transfer Station.  Only one sign was purchased using funds from last year’s budget.

G. VOTE: The Committee voted unanimously to appropriate up to $160 for the purchase of the new Transfer Station sign.

H. The Committee discussed the need for a mesh screen at the top of the tall cages on the compactors to keep things from blowing out.  Ron will get an estimate of the cost.

I. Carol announced that the Town had another failed load at the Millbury incinerator because of too much cardboard content.

J.  Carol also noted that scrap metal recycled is measured in gross tons = 2240 lbs.

K. There is a sense that there has recently been an increase in the number of residents not following the Transfer Station rules.  In Hingham, the first offence against their rules draws instruction from the staff, the second offense draws a report to the DPW and after the third offense, residents are banned from the transfer station for one year.  The Committee decided to make a handout explaining the requirements for use of the Transfer Center.

L. A number of events are upcoming, including:

Sept. 13 – Household Hazardous Waste Day

Sept. 17 – Automated Collection of Trash and Recyclables (in Mansfield)

Oct. 7 – Environmentally Preferable Products Vendors’ Fair & Workshops in Worcester

Oct. 27 – Pre-conference workshop on plastics recycling (in Northampton)

Oct. 28-29 – NorthEast Recycling Council Fall Conference (in Northampton)

M. Ardys discussed problems with recycling barrels that are too flimsy.  Metal rims at the top and bottom would potentially help the problem.  She discussed in particular some options from Windsor Barrel Works.  We need 2 barrels each for the churches (6 total) and barrels for Pine Hill School.
N. Tonnage report: 

In July – 



Refuse: 13 trips to Millbury – 2 less than in June and tonnage is down.



Paper: 6 trips – 2 less than in June and tonnage is down.


Commingled: 3 trips – 2 less than in June and tonnage is up.


Recycling rate is 31.0%.


In August – 

Refuse: 13 trips to Millbury – the same as in July and tonnage is down.


Paper: 7 trips – 1 more than in July and tonnage is down.



Commingled: 5 trips – 2 more than in July and tonnage is about the same.



Recycling rate is 30.0%.

· Please call Carol  (508-653-8794)  if you are going to be  absent from a meeting
· Recruit new members  
Next Meeting – October 15 at 4:15 pm at the Town Hall.
Recent Recycling Center statistics:
	FY2009
	MSW
	Paper
	Commingled
	Diverted
	Recycling Rate

	July - 08'
	155.33
	52.67
	16.20
	68.87
	30.99

	August
	144.55
	46.57
	15.54
	62.11
	30.05

	TOTAL
	297.88
	99.24
	31.74
	130.98
	61.05

	FISCAL YEAR 2009 Average
	148.9
	49.6
	15.9
	65.5
	30.5

	delta vs 08'
	3.7
	-1.0
	-1.5
	-2.4
	-1.3

	delta %
	2.6
	-1.9
	-8.5
	-3.6
	-4.1

	Fiscal 2007 Avg.
	152.1
	53.3
	16.3
	69.6
	31.5

	Fiscal 2006 Avg.
	159.1
	52.1
	15.8
	67.9
	29.9

	Fiscal 2005 Avg.
	160.7
	55.2
	15.5
	70.7
	30.6

	Fiscal 2004 Avg.
	161.0
	54.7
	15.0
	69.7
	30.2

	Fiscal 2003 Avg.
	155.5
	50.5
	13.6
	64.1
	29.2


Respectfully Submitted,
Karl Ludwig – Secretary for September 2008
