
Farm Pond Advisory Committee
Minutes of Special Meeting

Wednesday, 7 April, 2010

This was a special meeting, consisting of two parts:  The first part, with the Board of Health, to 
discuss water testing at Farm Pond.  The second part, separately, to discuss Farm Pond fees.

Meeting with the Board of Health
FPAC Members Present: Doug Cassell, Pat Cassell, Bob Murchison, Catherine Rocchio
FPAC Guests Present: Maryellen Salamone, Jeanne Guthrie
Board of Health Members Present: Dr. Chris Owen, Emmanuel Psilakis,

Dr. Thomas Wirth, Mark Oram (Agent), Ellen Hartnett (Administrator)

This part of the meeting was called to order at about 7:40 PM.

The “Beach Posting Protocol” drafted by Doug Cassell and reviewed at an earlier meeting with 
Dr. Owen, Jeanne Guthrie and Maryellen Salamone was discussed.  This protocol was originally 
suggested by Dr. Owen as a way to help Town officials understand the specific requirements, 
actions, and conditions that apply when a water test at Farm Pond indicates unsafe levels of 
bacteria and to avoid the confusion that accompanied the incidents of high bacteria last summer. 
Requirements for signs at Farm Pond were discussed, including the recommendation for durable 
signs of sufficient size as to be easily readable from the street when posted at the main gate to 
Farm Pond. Emphasis was placed on the limitations of a posting; that, for example, fishing and 
boating is not affected by a posting.  The Board of Health order is an order prohibiting 
swimming and to post a warning that swimming may be dangerous.  Dr. Owen made note of the 
fact that the order is limited to extent of the beach only. It was further noted that no penalty is 
prescribed by CMR 445 for ignoring warning signs.
All members of the Board of Health and the Farm Pond Advisory Committee agreed that the 
protocol should be sent to the Board of Selectmen with our joint recommendation that the Board 
of Selectmen adopt it for use in the event of future incidents of high bacteria at Farm Pond.

Dr. Owen noted that he spoke to one of the managers at MicroBac (Nancy Burnett) who 
volunteered to consider our situation and make recommendations as to the best approach for 
Sherborn in terms of types of bacteria to test for.  
Various aspects of whether to test for E. coli or  Enterococci were discussed.  Concerns were 
expressed by Jeanne Guthrie about the increased costs of Enterococci tests, especially since the 
Farm Pond budget is under duress this year.  Since Enterococci are principally associated with 
Canada Geese, it was suggested that the more costly tests might be deferred until the time of the 
season when our goose census data indicates the presence of geese in elevated numbers.  Various 
ways of phasing or cycling the types of tests were discussed.  It was concluded that, for the 
present, we should wait until MicroBac has made their thoughts known to Dr. Owen before 
continuing this portion of the overall discussion.
Finally, CMR 445 requirements were discussed for licensing and posting of a permanent sign 
providing information about beach management and tests.  It was noted that the Board of 
Selectmen had to submit an application for a permit no later that April 26 and that the usual pre-
season tests must be conducted before the Farm Pond beach can open for swimming. The Board 
of Health agreed to waive the fee for this application.  It was agreed that the permanent sign 
should be attached to one of the vertical posts on the enclosure at the Farm Pond main gate. 
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Jeanne Guthrie agreed to inform the Board of Selectmen and the Town Administrator about these 
requirements.

Separate FPAC-only Meeting
FPAC Members Present: Doug Cassell, Pat Cassell, Bob Murchison, Catherine Rocchio

This part of the meeting was called to order at about 8:15 PM.

Doug reviewed the current situation with respect to sales of Farm Pond parking stickers, 
moorings, etc. by the Selectmen’s office.  He stated that he had been told that sales were being 
held up because Town Administrator Dan Keyes had not decided what the fee prices were to be 
and that the subject had been placed on the agenda for the next Board of Selectmen meeting of 
April 14th, under the Town Administrator’s report topic.  
We have been told by Ruth Hohenschau, Town Accountant, that unless funding via the tax levy 
is used, appropriations at Town Meeting are limited by the amount of money taken in by the time 
of Annual Town Meeting. Since the Sherborn Advisory Committee’s Farm Pond budget position 
has been that the tax levy should not be used for the coming fiscal year, the proposed 
appropriation is presently about $7,500 less than the request.  

The opportunity to reduce the magnitude of this reduction is to use receipts collected prior to 
ATM.  Sticker sales have traditionally started on April 1st. The present delay in sales cuts into 
that opportunity day by day.  Given the possibility that the Selectmen might also ask for an 
opinion on fee changes from the FPAC, it would be expeditious to take a vote on that subject as 
soon as possible so that no further delay would be suffered by having first to wait until the 
Selectmen asked at their April 14th meeting, and then to either schedule and post an additional 
FPAC meeting or wait until our next regularly scheduled meeting (April 20th).  Furthermore, 
should the Selectmen decide to change the fees at any point, a public hearing must be held, with 
two weeks published notice.  The outcome of any of these scenarios would substantially reduce 
or totally eliminate the opportunity of collecting pre-ATM receipts to assist with reducing the 
budget cut.
Therefore, to make available an FPAC opinion on fee changes available for the Selectmen, Doug 
asked for a motion.  Bob Murchison moved that:

The Farm Pond Advisory Committee recommends to the Board of Selectmen that 
all Farm Pond fees for the current season be kept at their present values.

The motion was seconded by Catherine Rocchio.  There being no further discussion, the vote 
was taken and was unanimous, 4 – 0.  
Doug agreed to communicate this to Board of Selectmen as soon as possible.

Meeting Adjourned: 8:30 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Douglas Cassell


