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Conservation Commission 

19 WASHINGTON STREET 

SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 

May 15, 2014 

Sherborn Town Hall 

7:00 P.M. 

Minutes of the Meeting 

 

Members Present: Alex Dowse, Steve Gaskin, Kelly McClintock, Jessica Pettit, and Bridget 

Graziano (Conservation Agent / Administrator)  

 

Absent Members: Michael Lesser, Andrea Stiller   

 

Guests: Dan McIntyre 
 
Mr. Gaskin called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.    

 

Mr. Gaskin asked for any items not reasonably anticipated within 48 hours of the meeting.  There 

were none.  

 

 

Determinations  
 

51 Everett Street - Proposed installation of well  
No one was present to represent the applicant.  The Agent presented the proposed installation of 

well and recommended a Negative Determination (Negative 1, Negative 4, Negative 6).  Mr. 

Gaskin moved to accept the Agent's recommendation.  Mr. McClintock seconded and it was 

voted to approve 4-0.  
 

140 Maple Street - Proposal for soil testing and installation of septic system  
No one was present to represent the applicant.  The Agent presented the proposal for soil testing 

and installation of septic system.  The Agent recommended a Negative 3 Determination with 

conditions.  Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent's recommendation.  Ms. Pettit seconded and it 

was voted to approve 4-0.  
 

58 Everett Street - Proposal for soil testing and installation of septic system  
No one was present to represent the applicant.  The Agent presented the proposal for soil testing 

and installation of septic system.  The Agent recommended a Negative 3 Determination and a 

Positive 2B Determination.  Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent's recommendation.  Mr. 

McClintock seconded and it was voted to approve 4-0.  

 

49 Whitney Street - Installation of septic system   
No one was present to represent the applicant.  The Agent presented the proposal for installation 
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of well and recommended a Negative Determination (Negative 1, Negative 4, Negative 6) and a 

Positive 2B Determination. Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent's recommendation.  Ms. Pettit 

seconded and it was voted to approve 4-0.  

 

25 Page Farm Road - Proposal to install water pond aerator system  
No one was present to represent the applicant.  The Agent presented the proposal to install water 

pond aerator system and recommended a Negative Determination (Negative 3).  Mr. Gaskin 

moved to accept the Agent's recommendation.  Mr. McClintock seconded and it was voted to 

approve 4-0.  

 

 

Certificate of Compliance 

 

52 South Main Street - Request for Certificate of Compliance (continued from 1/16/14,  

  2/6/14, 2/20/14, 3/6/14, 3/20/14, 4/3/14, & 4/22/14)  
 

Mr. Gaskin moved to issue a partial Certificate of Compliance with the exceptions of point 25 

and point 26.  Mr. McClintock seconded and it was voted to approve, 3-1.  

 

 

Review of Enforcement Orders 
 

3 Wildwood Drive - Review of compliance with Enforcement Order  
The Agent reported that the planting restoration plan puts the Applicant in full compliance with 

the Enforcement Order.  The Agent recommended removing the Enforcement Order.  Mr. Gaskin 

moved to remove the Enforcement Order.  Ms. Pettit seconded and it was voted to approve 4-0.   

 

 

Public Hearings 
 

Public Hearing #1 - Notice of Intent DEP #283-0355 for 21 Western Ave proposal to 

 complete work to a single family dwelling and installation of well and septic system 

  

Mr. Gaskin opened the public hearing.  The Agent noted that there was not abutter notification 

on behalf of the town and abutters were only notified by applicant. She reported that she spoke 

with the applicant and asked if he would like to report the meeting due to possible appeal. He 

declined to repost the meeting and asked to move forward.  Dan  McIntyre presented the 

proposal for deck, well, septic, and driveway repairs The Agent asked if the well could be moved 

closer to driveway in order to protect the wetland resource. She noted that she spoke with the 

Board of Health Agent and he agreed this could be a reason the Board may grant a waiver of the 

distance of well to driveway..  Mr.  McIntyre explained that the driveway will be done at the end 

of the project and that the pitch of the driveway would be replaced to the same grade as the 

current existing driveway.  The wetland flag placement may need to be reassessed and flags G8, 

G9, G10 may need to be moved.  It was noted that the well will be a mounded well and for its 

installation 2 trees will be removed and their stumps will be left in place.  The Agent reported 

that the water table is high in the area and that any machinery needs to be put mats to access 

certain locations or work should be done during dry season. All proposed areas for mitigation 

should be restored and a fence added to discourage future use from this portion of the buffer 

zone.  The wet meadow area nearby should be mowed once per year in dry conditions, in 

perpetuity.  The erosion control details were changed to meet the Agent's recommendation.   
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Ms. Tyler stated that, as an abutter, she has seen the area was mowed weekly.   

 

Mr. Gaskin moved to close the hearing.  Ms. Pettit seconded and it was voted to approve 4-0.   

 

Mr. Gaskin stated that the Commission hereby finds that all work within the Bordering 

Vegetated Wetlands will not be adversely affect during or after construction based on the 

information submitted to the Commission. The applicant has agreed to provide mitigation for all 

lost areas within the 0-100' buffer zone by restoring areas of the buffer zone have been altered 

prior to this project. The proposed well and septic system will be replaced within altered buffer 

zone, known as lawn. The applicant has submitted sufficient evidence proving that the wetland 

resources will not be impacted during or post-construction. All special conditions discussed at 

this meeting will be added to the Order of Condition in order to protect the wetland resources 

from alteration. With the applicant's agreement to special conditions set forth at this hearing in 

order to protected the interests of the Act and the Sherborn General Bylaw, Chapter 17 

during/post-construction, the Commission grants approval of the proposed project. He stated that 

approval would be contingent upon fixing the flags, as per the Agent's recommendation. 

 

Mr. Gaskin moved to approve the project.  Mr. McClintock seconded and it was voted to 

approve 4-0.   

 

Discussions 

 

Discussion #1 - Review of possible substantial changes to the Sherborn Wetlands 

Regulations  
 

Mr. McClintock reported that Mr. Lesser worked on incorporating minor changes and edits to the 

document.  He also stated that the substantial changes needed to be discussed.   

 

Discussion #2 - Barber Reservation Ecological Study 
 

The Commission discussed that the Ecological Study at the Barber Reservation and its 

usefulness for the Town.    

 

Discussion #3 - Emergency Certification for 28 Lake Street drilling of new well  
 

The Agent reported that the property has no water supply currently and needs to drill a new well 

immediately. She recommended the Commission issue the Emergency Certification for 

installation of well with special conditions, including the applicant having to file an after-the-fact 

permit for the work. The Agent noted this is a public health emergency. Mr. Gaskin moved to 

ratify the Emergency Certificate.  Mr. McClintock seconded, and it was voted to approve 4-0.   

 
 

Approval of Meeting Minutes of  4/3/14 & 4/22/14 - not approved at this meeting 

 

Signing of Warrant – office supplies, mailing costs, and Farm Pond plantings  
 

Conservation Administrator/Agent Report 

  

 Discussion posting for a new Commission member – This will be done on the town 

website and in the local newspaper and announced at a BOS meeting, which is televised. 
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 Stormwater update – This was presented to BOS tonight and it went well.  The 

Commission sent memos to the BOS about beginning work that was voted on in 2012.  

The funding has $18,000 left.  This could be used toward GIS for the town, maps online, 

forms and/or applications online.  The stormwater data has already been mapped and the 

town is in a good place for the winter.  Use will be restricted to the town and to certify 

compliance.   

 26 McGregor Drive Enforcement Order update – The Enforcement Order was issued 

and ratified.  The work on the septic system and all of the infractions have been rectified.   

 Review turnout of May 14th Stakeholders Meeting for Barber Reservation- The 

Agent and Mr. McClintock gave a brief summary on the Stakeholders meeting and how 

many attendees were present. 

 Conservation Land Maintenance – The Agent presented an update on spring land 

maintenance and mowing.  There is a need for someone to do brush work (brush hog)..  

The Agent will speak with Mr. Mayo and see if he has equipment to chip or move 

through woody vegetation around field edges.   

 Resident application of pesticides, herbicides, and insecticides – There are some 

privately-owned properties in town that have temporary warning signs regarding the 

application of chemicals.  These signs state that children and pets should not come into 

contact with the area for a prescribed number of hours or days.  The Agent reported 

experiencing adverse symptoms after working in an area with these warning signs.  The 

Commission expressed a concern for the Agent's health and stated she is not required to 

work on properties with these warning signs.  The Commission also encouraged the the 

Agent to leave a property if she starts to experience any adverse symptoms.    

 Update on Forestry Grant – Mike Downy telephoned the Agent to inquire about the date 

the sawmill should be sent.  The Agent will return the phone call to Mr. Downy.  The 

sawmill will be in Weston on October 4
th

.  The Agent reported that the grant for the 

project appears to have awarded, in full.   

 

 

Mr. Gaskin moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. McClintock seconded and it was voted to 

approve 4-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:23 pm.   

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

  

 

Alison Browning Mitchell 

Minutes Clerk 
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Documents Presented at the May 15, 2014 Public Meeting 
 

All documents shall be kept in the Conservation Commission Office files. 

 

 

Public Hearings 
 

Public Hearing #1 - 21 Western Ave 

 Notice of Intent filing 

 Plans titled, “Septic System Design Plan" by McIntyre Engineering, dated March 29, 

2014 revised May 12, 2014 

 

Discussions  
 

Discussion #3 - Emergency Certification for 28 Lake Street drilling of new well  
 

 Plan titled, "Application for Replacement Well Location: 28 Lake Street" by CIVILized 

Solutions dated May 8, 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Cc: Board of Selectmen, Board of Health, Planning Board, Building Dept., Town Clerk, Town Forest, 

Town Counsel, Sherborn Library, Advisory Committee, D/S Press, Zoning Board of Appeals, Sherborn 

Garden Club, Forest & Trail Assoc., Assessor, Groundwater Protection Committee, Farm Pond Advisory 

Committee 


