
Conservation Commission 

                  
19 WASHINGTON STREET 

SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 
August 1, 2013 

Sherborn Town Hall 

7:00 P.M. 

Minutes of the Meeting 

 

 

Members Present: Steve Gaskin (Chair), Alex Dowse, Andrea Stiller, Jessica Pettit, Michael 

Lesser, Julia Jacobson (arrived at 8:15pm), and Bridget Graziano (Conservation 

Agent/Administrator) 

 

Absent Members: Kelly McClintock 

 

Guests: Susan Tyler, Michael Quinn, Joe Marquedant, Thomas Corrado, Betsy and Robert 

Johnson 

 

Mr. Gaskin called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Mr. Gaskin notified the Commission that Ms. Tyler will be recording the meeting. 

 

Determinations: 

 

118 Bogastow Brook Rd -Proposal to perform soil testing and installation of septic system 

 
No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicant's proposal to 

perform soil testing and install replacement septic system. She reported that the proposed project 

was not within the Commission's jurisdiction and no wetland resources were found during the 

site visit. Therefore she recommended a Negative Determination be issued by the Commission. 

Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent's recommendation. Mr. Dowse seconded and it was voted 

to approve 5-0.  

 

60 Greenwood Street- Proposal to perform soil testing and installation of septic system 
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No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicant's proposal to 

perform soil testing and installation of replacement septic system. She reported that the proposed 

project was not within the Commission's jurisdiction and no wetland resources were found at the 

site visit. Therefore she recommended a Negative Determination be issued by the Commission. 

Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent's recommendation. Mr. Lesser seconded and it was voted  

5-0. 

 

116 Lake Street -Proposal to construct a new deck 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicant's proposal to 

construct a new deck. She reported that the proposed limit of work is not within the 

Commission's jurisdiction and therefore she recommends the Commission issue a Negative 

Determination. Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent's recommendation. Ms. Stiller seconded 

and it was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

Request Certificate of Compliance  

 

11 Jackson Road  

 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicant's request for a 

Certificate of Compliance. She explained this is the applicant’s second attempt for a Certificate 

of Compliance. The first request was denied due to non-compliance with the Order. Mr. Makkas 

(applicant) has worked diligently on the mitigation area required under the Order of Conditions. 

She further explained that although the applicant does not meet the original amount of plants 

proposed in the planting plan, he does meet the square footage for the buffer zone restoration 

area. The Agent noted that there is an abundance of herbaceous species along with trees and 

shrubs that have survived for two growing season as specified. Mr. Gaskin asked the Agent if she 

believes he meets all the conditions in the Order. She replied yes. Mr. Gaskin moved to grant 11 

Jackson Road/Mr. Makkas a Certificate of Compliance based on the Agent's report. Ms. Stiller 

seconded and it was voted to grant 5-0. 

 

 

Public Hearings 

 

Public Hearing #1 - 237 Washington Street Notice of Intent (continued) 

 

Mr. Gaskin opened the hearing at 7:30 PM. The Agent noted that the applicant has requested a 

continuance in order to compile all required information requested by the Commission at the July 

18th meeting. Mr. Gaskin moved to continue to August 15th at 7:30 PM. Ms. Stiller seconded 

and it was voted to approve 5-0. 

 
The Commission took Discussion #4 and part of Discussion #1 

 

Ms. Jacobson arrived at 8:15 PM. 
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Public Hearing #2 - 59 Whitney Street Notice of Intent (continued) 

 

Mr. Gaskin opened the hearing at 8:15PM.  Mr. Beaudry of Meridian Associates presented the 

proposal to install a natural gas line for the Whitney Farm LLC development on behalf of his 

client Whitney Farm LLC. He noted that he added a line for the BLSF 100' buffer zone to the 

plan as requested by the Agent. Mr. Gaskin asked why this project was falling under the Bylaw if 

for the original project the Bylaw was waived by the ZBA for affordable housing development.  

Mr. Beaudry explained he would have been required to return to ZBA with a request to waive the 

Bylaw and he wanted to avoid this. The Commission discussed the future maintenance or repair 

of the gas line. The Agent noted any maintenance would be exempt (if project is approved and 

constructed), and all maintenance that causes a disturbance would be required to be returned to 

the original condition prior to repair. Mr. Gaskin asked members if they required more 

information. Then Mr. Gaskin moved to close the hearing. Mr. Dowse seconded and it was voted 

to approve 5-0. 

 

Mr. Gaskin stated that the commission hereby finds that the proposed project meets the 

performance standards under 310 CMR 10.53 (3) (d) (for a limited project) for the installation of 

the natural gas line. He noted that all disturbance of BSLF is temporary in nature and BSLF and 

work will not impact the wetland resource with special conditions proposed at this meeting. Mr. 

Gaskin stated that the applicant has submitted sufficient evidence proving that the wetland 

resources will not be impacted during or post-construction. In addition, the applicant has 

submitted a project stabilization and re-vegetation plan that meets the Commission’s 

requirements for restoration post-construction. All special conditions discussed at this meeting 

will be added to the Order of Condition in order to protect the wetland resources from alteration. 

With the applicant's agreement to special conditions set forth at this hearing in order to protected 

the interests of the Act and the Sherborn General Bylaw, Chapter 17 during/post-construction. 

Mr. Gaskin moved to approve the proposed project. Ms. Pettit seconded and it was voted to 

approve 6-0. 

 

Discussions 

 

Discussion #1 -  59 Whitney Street Request to Amend Order of Conditions DEP #283-0264 

 

Mark Beaudry, of Meridian Associates presented his proposed amendment to the original 

approved plan for Whitney Farm, LLC DEP 283-0264 on behalf of his client Ted Moores of 

Whitney Farm LLC. He explained the proposed changes to the plan consist of, (1) a change in 

turnaround to a hammerhead turn around, (2) addition of mail kiosk, (3) footprints of housing 

(outside the buffer zone), and (4) tankage for waste water treatment plant. The Commission 

noted that the only issue for an amendment within their jurisdiction is the change in the size of 

the waste water treatment plant. 

 

The Commission reviewed the information of size of expansion into the buffer zone and 

riverfront from the original proposal, which was requested by the Agent. It was noted that the 

proposed square footage would be a small net reduction in disturbance the Riverfront but a small 

increase in the temporary disturbance in the buffer zone. Mr. Lesser moved to accept this change 
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as a minor amendment given the small and temporary changes. Mr. Dowse seconded it was 

voted to approve 6-0. The Commission then noted that the Bylaw does not apply to this project 

because it is exempt from the local by-law and a "minor" amendment does not exist under the 

state WPA. 

Therefore, with regard to the state WPA, Mr. Gaskin moved the proposed alterations have minor 

impact and that a new hearing is not needed.  Ms. Pettit seconded and it was voted to approved 

6-0.  

 
Discussion #2  - 28 Hollis St. Request to Amend Order of Conditions DEP #283-317 

 

No one was present for this discussion and it was postponed until the applicant responds to the 

Commission on a scheduled meeting time or submits a proposed plan. 

 
Discussion #3 -  Issuance of Emergency Permit for Beaver Activity Remediation 

  

Mr. Dowse requested this discussion item. He had some questions on the last three projects for 

emergency certifications that were granted by Conservation Commission on public land at Mill 

Pond near Saddlebrook and  private land near Maple Street and near Thoroughbred Street. He 

thought the process should be more clear for residents. Mr. Lesser agreed that it should be simply 

spelled out for the process with BOH and Conservation. He also noted that Saddlebrook Rd. had 

been developing for quite some time but the residents did not think the situation was dire and 

were trying to work out installing a beaver deceiver with the Town. Mr. Dowse thought someone 

trapped the beavers without the BOH permit. The Agent was asked to check Saddlebrook Road 

for beaver activity. Mr. Dowse noted he wants to be more proactive about beaver issues and 

addressing them prior to emergencies. He thought that what the Wildlife Management 

Committee would address this. Mr. Lesser thinks more education would be a good start along 

with more or better information provided by Conservation Commission and hopefully the BOH. 

The Agent mentioned the BOH and Con Com have been requested to attend the next Wildlife 

Management Committee meeting on Aug 8th.  Mr. Dowse noted that some complaints had been 

made about the process, (1) too confusing and (2) results dissatisfactory.  Mr. Lesser noted that 

the process is spelled out by the state and not the towns, so the Town cannot be faulted in how 

the process works., but we can provide help or information. Mr. Lesser asked that a draft 

decision tree document to be sent to Mr. Dowse, the Wildlife Committee, and himself. The 

Agent is to work on implementing a public forum on Beaver Management. Mr. Lesser asked the 

Agent to send the state beaver laws to the Commission. He also thought it would be a good idea 

to put an article in newspaper and check with the Circuit Rider for ideas from other towns.  Mr. 

Lesser agreed to attend the Wildlife Management Committee Meeting. 

 
Discussion #4 - Request to Amend Order of Conditions 79 Western Ave DEP #283-0347 

 

Joe Marquedant presented the applicant’s proposal to amend the existing Order of Conditions 

DEP #283-0347.  He reported that Tom Corrado purchased the property from Judy Norton, who 

did not include all the portions of the project that needed to be completed in order for this 

property to be restored.  The Agent recommended this be considered a minor amendment since 

all work is within approved limit of work and there will be no new impervious surface plus a 
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reduction in the square footage of the deck and all the work is in altered buffer zone. Mr. Gaskin 

moved to accept this request as a minor amendment. Mr. Lesser seconded and it was voted to 

approve 6-0. 

 

Mr. Gaskin stated that the Commission finds that there is no effect to the wetland and no greater 

disturbance to the already altered buffer zone, the bulkhead is shifting to a different location on 

the rear of the house, and the size of the deck is being reduced.  Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the 

following amendments to the Order, (1) add the new plan to the original Order of Conditions 

(DEP Form 5), Part I, under the heading of “General Information” in Section A, Final Approved 

Plans and Other Documents. This Section shall reflect the new plan, in sub-section (a) with title, 

“Local Upgrade Approval Board of Health Plot Plan Sherborn Massachusetts.” The following 

titled plan shall be amended to reflect the new date of approved plans for this section, "Local 

Upgrade Approval Board of Health Plot Plan Sherborn Massachusetts” by J.D. Marquedant, 

dated August 27, 2012, revised 11/26/13 and 7/24/2013, (2) add the new revision dates to the 

original Order of Conditions, Part II, for the Sherborn General Wetlands Bylaw, under the 

Findings, Section (C), " Local Upgrade Approval Board of Health Plot Plan Sherborn 

Massachusetts,” by J.D. Marquedant, dated August 27, 2012, revised 11/26/13 and 7/24/2013,  

and (3) add  the revised plan titled, " Local Upgrade Approval Board of Health Plot Plan 

Sherborn Massachusetts’” by J.D. Marquedant, dated August 27, 2012, revised 11/26/13 and 

7/24/2013 to heading Special Conditions under condition #4 & 13. 

 

Ms. Stiller seconded and it was voted to approve 6-0.  

 

Approval of Meeting Minutes 

 

Mr. Gaskin moved to approve the July 18, 2013 meeting minutes as amended. Mr. Lesser 

seconded and it was approved 6-0.  

 

Conservation Agent/Admin Report 

 

 Chapter 90 projects - The Agent presented the proposal to repave Forest Street under 

Chapter 90 funding. She reported that the process for approval for this work falls under 

the General Order of Conditions for Town Wide Maintenance. She noted this work was 

signed and approved by herself in the form of a letter to the BOS, CM&D Director with 

special conditions for operations near wetlands and their associated buffer zone. 

 

 Minutes Clerk Search and Review of Candidate Resume - The Agent asked where to 

post the position for Minutes Clerk besides the newspaper and website. The Commission 

suggested that she ask the Town Administrator. She asked if we can hire someone on a 

temporary basis as a consultant until we hire someone. They agreed and asked she ask the 

TA that question as well.  

 

 BOS meeting Aug 15th - The Agent reported that the presentation by the Conservation 

Commission to the BOS on our Conservation Trust Fund annual use. The BOS have 

removed it from the August 15th Agenda and added to the Sept 12th meeting at 6:20.  
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Adjournment:  

 

With no other business before the Commission, Mr. Dowse moved to adjourn the meeting at 

8:40 p.m.  Mr. Gaskin seconded the motion and it was voted to approve 6-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Bridget R. Graziano 

 Conservation Administrator/Agent 

 



Documents Presented at the August 1, 2013 Public Meeting 

 

(All documents are retained in the Conservation Commission Office.) 

 

Public Hearings 

 

Public Hearing 2 - 59 Whitney Street Notice of Intent (continued) 

 

 Email from Mark Beaudry of Meridian Associates, subject Whitney Farm, dated August 

1, 2013 

 Revised Plans, titled Gas line Services Connection Exhibit Whitney Farms  Amended 

Site Plan", by Meridian Associates, dated  July 3, 2013 revised August 1, 2013 

 

Discussions 

 

Discussion #1 -  59 Whitney Street Request to Amend Order of Conditions DEP #283-0264 

 

 Memorandum titled "Whitney Farm DEP File No. 283-264 MAI Project No. 8101 from 

Meridian Associates to Steve Gaskin, Chairman, dated August 1, 2013 

 Excerpt from the Amended Order of Conditions DEP File No. 283-264, titled "Amended 

Order of Conditions Documents of Record Whitney Farm, Sherborn, DEP File No. 283-

264", dated October 25, 2012, pg 1-4 

 

Discussion #4 - Request to Amend Order of Conditions 79 Western Ave DEP #283-0347 

 

 Revised Plan titled, " Sketch Plan of Land 79 Western Avenue Sherborn MA", by J.D. 

Marquedant & Associates Inc., dated July 15, 2013 revised July 24, 2013 
 

Admin/Agent Report 

 

Minutes Clerks Candidate Review of Resume 

 

 Alison Mitchell Resume  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Cc: Board of Selectmen, Board of Health, Planning Board, Building Dept., Town Clerk, Town Forest, Town 
Counsel, Sherborn Library, Advisory Committee, D/S Press, Zoning Board of Appeals, Sherborn Garden Club, 

Forest & Trail Assoc., Assessor, Groundwater Protection Committee, Farm Pond Advisory Committee 


