
Conservation Commission 

                     
19 WASHINGTON STREET 

SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 
May 29, 2013 

Sherborn Town Hall 

5:30 P.M. 

Minutes of the Meeting 

 

 

Members Present: Steve Gaskin (Chair), Kelly McClintock, Andrea Stiller, Susan Tyler, Alex 

Dowse, and Bridget Graziano (Administrator/Agent) 

 

Absent Members: Julia Jacobson, Michael Lesser 

 

Guests: Joyce Hastings, Lee and Elaine Chertavian, Bob Wallace 

 

The meeting was called to order at 5:32 PM. 

 

Public Hearing – 12 Ames Drive Proposal to construct new road to barn:  

 

Mr. Gaskin opened the hearing at 5:33 PM. 

 

The applicants, Levon and Elaine Chertavian, were present along with their consultant Joyce 

Hastings of GLM Engineering Consultants, Inc. She presented the proposal for new gravel drive 

and offered mitigation in the 0 - 50' for lost buffer zone in the 50' - 100' outer buffer.  

The Commission asked what the number of square feet of alteration in the outer buffer zone 

would be and the square footage of mitigation to be offered.  Ms. Hasting stated that 10,000 sq ft 

would be offered for 8,000 sq ft of alteration. Mr. Gaskin asked the Agent to present her 

questions on the proposal. Ms. Graziano asked about fencing within the forest area to mark the 

50' no disturb area. She reported that it is not necessary to alter this area in order to protect it. 

Ms. Hastings agreed. Ms. Graziano mentioned snow removal would be restricted to outside the 

Commission's jurisdiction and thought that a grass swale would better serve to reduce run-off 

along the gravel road. She recommended the planting of Carex pensylvaniva, as it is a rhizome 

grass and spreads quickly in the spring. Ms. Hastings agreed the grass swale would be better and 
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less maintenance. Ms. Graziano stated they could mow it seasonally and complete maintenance 

as necessary.   

 

Mr. Gaskin asked if members were satisfied or more information would be needed. He then 

moved to close hearing and Mr. McClintock seconded and it was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

The Commission made the following findings, the Commission hereby finds that all alterations 

within the 50' – 100’ buffer zone have been sufficiently mitigated for by the applicants’ proposal 

to restore 10,000 sq ft within the 0-50' buffer zone. This mitigation will be achieved by the 

planting of native vegetation and restricting future use of this area by constructing fencing along 

the 50' no-alteration line of the buffer zone. The applicant has satisfied the Commission’s 

concerns of wetland alteration by agreeing to special conditions at this hearing to protected the 

interests of the Act and the Sherborn General Bylaw during/post-construction,  

Mr. Gaskin moved to approve contingent upon submission of an amended plan for all conditions 

discussed at this hearing. Mr. Dowse seconded and it was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

Approval of Minutes  

 

Ms. Tyler moved to accept the minutes of April 18, 2013 as written.  Mr. Gaskin seconded the 

motion and it was voted to approve 5-0.   

 

Mr. McClintock moved to approve minutes of May 16, 2013 as written. Mr. Gaskin seconded the 

motion and it was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

Mr. McClintock moved to approve the minutes of May 16, 2013 as written. Ms. Stiller seconded 

the motion and its was voted to approve 5-0.  

 

Determinations 

 

64 Farm Road- Proposal to replace Distribution Box 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicants’ proposal to 

replace the distribution box. She reported that wetland resources were present across the street 

from the site, but well over 100 feet away. She recommended a Negative Determination be 

issued. Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent's recommendation. Mr. Dowse seconded and it 

was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

145 Hunting Lane - Proposal to replace Distribution Box 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicants’ proposal to 

replace the distribution box. She reported that wetland resources were present but the limit of 

work for the proposed work is outside the Commission's jurisdiction. She then recommended a 

Negative Determination be issued. Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent's recommendation. 

Ms. Tyler seconded and it was voted to approve 5-0. 
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8 Green Lane - Proposal to perform soil testing and  construct  a replacement septic system 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicants’ proposal to 

perform soil testing and construct installation of septic system. She reported that no wetland 

resources were discovered during her site visit. Therefore, she recommended the Commission 

issue a Negative Determination. Mr. Gaskin moved to approve the Agent's recommendation. Mr. 

Dowse seconded and it was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

Discussion #2 -  103 North Main Street Request for Amendment to Order of Conditions 

 

Mr. Wallace was present as the property owner and applicant. He presented to the Commission 

the reconfiguration of his addition to the existing dwelling and requested that the Commission 

regard this change as a minor amendment. 

 

Mr. Gaskin asked how many additional sq ft would be added. Mr. Wallace replied 120 sq ft. Mr. 

Gaskin then asked about the proposed infiltration basin to capture the roof run-off and if this 

would be expanded. Mr. Wallace agreed it would. Mr. Gaskin moved to accept this modification 

as minor. Mr. Dowse seconded and it was voted to approve 5-0. Mr. Gaskin then moved to add 

this new plan to the list of revised plan in locations in the Order of Conditions that reference the 

approved plan provided that Mr. Wallace upgrades the infiltration basin. Ms. Tyler seconded and 

it was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

 

Discussion #1 - 37 Ash Lane Request for Amendment to Order of Conditions 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicants’ proposal to 

amend the existing Order of Conditions adding a new plan for a barn outside the Commission’s 

jurisdiction and that this amendment would be regarded as minor. Mr. Gaskin moved to accept 

this amendment as a minor amendment to the Order. Mr. McClintock seconded and it was voted 

to approve 5-0.  

 

Mr. Dowse moved to add the plan presented for the new barn to the list of approved documents 

within the Order of Condition, where necessary. Mr. Gaskin seconded and it was voted to 

approve 5-0. 

 

Discussion #3 - Land Management 

 

Mr. McClintock reported on the recent agreement with the Land Management Task Force to 

work on a scope of work for Conway School management plan for Barber Reservation. Jean 

Bednor has sent the first draft to the group. He also noted he will be presenting to the Selectmen 

on June 6th regarding progress on land management and proposed uses of the Conservation Trust 

Fund. Mr. McClintock mentioned he is working on a new version of the land management 

document. Ms. Tyler noted the BOS will have the discussion with Mr. McClintock on the agenda 

for June 20th. Members all agreed they would try to attend on June 20th. 
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Discussion #4 - 237 Washington Street Ratify Amendment Enforcement Order 

 

The Agent reported that she, Mr. Gaskin, and Ms. Stiller edited the Amended Enforcement 

Order. She then reviewed what amendments had been made. Mr. Gaskin moved to ratify the 

amended Order. Mr. McClintock seconded and it was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

Discussion #5 - 1 Knollcrest Lane Review of Order of Conditions 

 

The Agent presented the approved Order of Conditions for the construction of a new home lot. 

She reported that the property is being sold to a developer and as she was reading conditions she 

became confused about the letter from the Natural Heritage Program on the presence of Rare 

species and the protection of critical habitat. She read a letter from Mr. Thomas French, who is 

the Director of the program. The potential property owner would like to know what the 

restrictions are on the property. The Commission suggested she contact Mr. French to ask him. 

In addition, they directed the Agent to ask the new owner to attend a meeting and set up a site 

visit once she heard from Mr. French. 

 

Administrator/Agent Report 

 

237 Washington Street 

 

The Agent reported on her recent phone conversation with Mr. Hurt. He asked for an extension 

on filing the Notice of Intent from June 6th to a later date in July. She told him he must request 

this in writing and present the request to the Commission. The Commission asked he be 

scheduled on June 6th meeting, as this was a make-up meeting from May 16th. 

 

Adjournment:  

 

There being no other business to attend to, Ms. Tyler moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:40 PM.  

Mr. Gaskin seconded the motion and it voted to pass 5-0.     

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Bridget R. Graziano 

Conservation Administrator/Agent 
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Documents Presented at the May 29, 2013 Public Meeting 

 

All documents shall be kept in the Conservation Commission Office files. 

 

Public Hearing - 12 Ames Drive Notice of Intent 

 

 Notice of Intent for Gravel Drive at 12 Ames Drive Sherborn, Massachusetts, by GLM 

Engineering Consultants, Inc., dated April 29, 2013 

 Letter from Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, Natural Heritage & Endangered Species 

Program, dated May 29, 2013 

 Plan titled, "Proposed Site Plan 12 Ames Drive Sherborn, MA by GLM Engineering 

Consultants, Inc., dated March 14, 2013 and revised April 5, 2013 and May 29, 2013 

 

 

Discussion #1 - 37 Ash Lane Request for Amendment to Order of Conditions 

 

 Plans titled, "Proposed Barn Addition 37 Ash Lane" by Architectural Desing Group, 

dated January 31, 2013 

 

Discussion #2 -  103 North Main Street Request for Amendment to Order of Conditions 

 

 Order of Conditions DEP 283-0339 issued February 9, 2013 

 Approved plans titled, "Septic System Construction 103 North Main Street, Sherborn", 

dated 12/16/13, revised 1/6/12, 1/20/12, 5/10/12, 5/30/12, 10/3/12 

 New proposed plan with hand drawing on an unapproved plan 

 

Discussion #4 - 237 Washington Street Ratify Amendment Enforcement Order 

 

 Amended Enforcement Order dated May 15, 2013 

 Amended attachment to Enforcement Order dated May 15, 2013 

 

Discussion #5 - 1 Knollcrest Lane Review of Order of Conditions 

 

 Order of Conditions DEP #283 -  295, issued December 21, 2006 

 Letter from Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, Natural Heritage & Endangered Species 

Program, dated November 25, 2003 
 

 

 

 
Cc: Board of Selectmen, Board of Health, Planning Board, Building Dept., Town Clerk, Town Forest, Town 

Counsel, Sherborn Library, Advisory Committee, D/S Press, Zoning Board of Appeals, Sherborn Garden Club, 

Forest & Trail Assoc., Assessor, Groundwater Protection Committee, Farm Pond Advisory Committee 


