
Conservation Commission 

                     
19 WASHINGTON STREET 

SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 
April 18, 2013 

Sherborn Town Hall 

7:00 P.M. 

Minutes of the Meeting 

 

Members Present: Steve Gaskin (Chair), Michael Lesser (arrived at 7:04 PM), Kelly 

McClintock, Alex Dowse, Susan Tyler, and Bridget Graziano (Administrator/Agent) 

 

Absent Members: Andrea Stiller and Julia Jacobson 

 

Guests: Pat Panza, Alex Hurt, Pete Meagher, Kris Armando, Bob Healey  

 

Mr. Gaskin called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Determinations: 

 

40 Maple Street – Proposal to perform soil testing  
 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicant’s proposal and 

reported that a wetland resource was located on the property and across the street. The testing 

and access to the testing would occur out of the Commission’s jurisdictional area.  The Agent 

could recommend a Negative Determination for soil testing only, due to the fact she did not 

know where the septic tank, pump chamber and piping would be installed. Mr. Gaskin moved to 

accept the Agent’s recommendation of a Negative Determination.  Mr. Dowse seconded the 

motion and it voted to pass 4-0.  (Mr. Lesser did not vote as he arrived after the start of the 

discussion).   

 

Mr. Lesser arrived at 7:04 PM. 

 

2 Whitney Street – Proposal to perform soil testing  
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No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicant’s proposal and  

reported she found two wetland resources during her site visit, both on opposite sides of the 

dwelling at 20 Whitney Drive, where access to the site is proposed. She recommended a 

Negative 3 Determination because access to the site will be through the 0-50’ no alteration zone 

of an isolated wetland, protected under the Sherborn Wetlands Bylaw. Mr. Gaskin moved to 

accept the Agent’s recommendation of a Negative 3 Determination.  Mr. McClintock seconded 

the motion and it was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

44 Mill Street – Proposal to perform soil testing and installation of septic system 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicant’s proposal and  

reported that a wetland resource was present in the rear portion of the property but was over 130' 

from the limit of work. She recommended a Negative Determination for soil testing and 

installation of a septic system with proposed plan for installation of the system as designed.  Mr. 

Gaskin moved to accept the Agent’s recommendation of a Negative Determination.  Ms. Tyler 

seconded the motion and it was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

Washington Street Map 7 Lot 132 – Proposal to perform soil testing 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicant’s proposal to 

perform soil testing and reported that two wetland resources were found, Bordering Vegetated 

Wetland and a Perennial Stream (Riverfront Area). She recommended a positive determination 

for lack of sufficient information.  The Agent has been unable to get in touch with the owner and 

it is unclear where the testing will be and how the area will be accessed.  It appears that the only 

way to access the area would be to drive along the wetland resource.  Mr. Gaskin moved to 

accept the Agent’s recommendation.  Mr. Lesser seconded the motion and it was voted to 

approve 5-0.  

 

46 South Main Street – Proposal to perform soil testing, expand existing septic system, 

construction of an addition to existing dwelling 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicant’s proposal for 

additional septic lines and an addition to the existing dwelling. She reported the wetland resource 

is 151 feet away from the proposed limit of work area.  The Agent recommended a Negative 

Determination be issued by the Commission.  Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent’s 

recommendation of a Negative Determination.  Mr. Dowse seconded the motion and it was voted 

to approve 5-0. 

 

27 Ivy Lane – Proposal to perform soil testing and installation of replacement septic system  
 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicant’s proposal to 

perform soil testing and installation system. She reported that no wetlands were discovered on or 

anywhere near the property and therefore, she recommended a Negative Determination.  Mr. 

Gaskin moved to accept the Agent’s recommendation of a Negative Determination.  Mr. 

McClintock seconded the motion and it was voted to approve 5-0. 
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77 Harrington Ridge Road – Amend Existing Determination (new plan submitted) 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent reported the property owner submitted 

new plans for proposed amendments to the existing Determination of Applicability for a 

proposed porch. She reported that she will amend the existing permit as proposed work is outside 

the Commission's jurisdiction.  

 

237 Washington Street - Proposal to perform soil testing  

 

Mr. Hurt, the property owner and Mr. Panza, the hired consultant were present for the discussion. 

The Agent reported she received a Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) for soil 

testing and the regulations stated that the Commission does not have to accept any RDAs if there 

are outstanding violations or enforcement orders on the property.   The Commission has not 

received delineation documentation or an action plan for the clean-up.  The property owner, Alex 

Hurt, reported that delineation has been completed and was being put on a plan, but erosion 

control has not yet been put in place.  The Commissioners were concerned that the previously 

agreed-upon work has not been completed.  Ms. Tyler suggested the Commission perform a site 

visit.  Mr. Hurt asserted that he plans to complete all work necessary to be in compliance with 

the Commission, further explaining that he needs to meet a deadline for the Board of Health and 

would like to move forward with performing test pits.   

 

Mr. Lesser moved to allow the request for determination based on the scale of the project, the 

location of the work (outside of the Commission’s jurisdiction), the testing schedule of the Board 

of Health, and the progress made thus far.  Mr. McClintock seconded the motion and it voted to 

approve 5-0.  

  

Mr. Lesser moved to grant the Negative Determination for soil testing only.  Mr. Dowse 

seconded the motion and it was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

Discussions: 

Discussion #1 – Sassamon Trace Golf Course Annual Review 

 

Mr. Dowse recused himself. 

 

Pete Meagher, Sassamon Trace Golf Course Manager, presented the annual report to the 

Commission.  The Town of Natick has assumed the maintenance and management of the golf 

course.  Mr. Meagar introduced Mr. Armando, the new Superintendent of the golf course, who 

recommended the proposed new management plan. He explained that Sassamon would like to 

improve the course, specifically Hole 4, which is currently managed organically and is showing 

signs of deterioration with invasive crab grass and moss growing in the area.  Sassamon would 

like to chemically treat the area to stop it from further deterioration.   Mr. Meagher submitted a 

list of products that have been used to maintain the turf in addition to some proposed new 

products, however, the list of proposed products was incomplete.  The Commission explained 

that it needs to know exactly which products Sassamon wants to use, which must be submitted 
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with supporting data before it can decide whether to approve.  The Commission stated that 

Sassamon is required to move to a completely organic management of the course as stated in the 

Order of Conditions.  The proposed new management for the application of chemicals to Hole 4 

is of particular concern because it is next to a wetland.  Mr. Dowse, speaking as a citizen, noted 

that the chemicals mentioned are considered acceptable for turf management under EPA 

Integrated Pest Management because they were approved for use in particular areas.  Mr. Lesser 

added that there are storm water devices that are supposed to be regularly cleaned, which were 

not addressed in the report.    

 

Mr. Lesser asked the Sassamon Trace representatives to return to the Commission with a more 

specific list of chemicals.  The list must include a detailed explanation of each chemical which 

shows a basis for supporting any proposed changes.  The representatives agreed to create the list, 

with added input from industry professionals, and to present at the next meeting.  Mr. Lesser also 

noted that work still needs to be done on scopes of work for a technical review of the water and 

sediment testing results and of the IPM/organic practices. 

 

Discussion #2 – Barber Reservation Update/Possible Burn Dates 

 

The Agent stated that work done to clear along the walls at Barber Reservation has left piles of 

organic debris in the fields. These piles need to be burned prior to the end of burning season this 

year. Ms. Tyler has offered the Fire Departments services to extinguish the fire. The Commission 

will organize a group of volunteers to complete the burn. In addition, the Agent reported she 

spoke with Ed Wagner, the CM&D Director about having his crew clear trees along the stone 

wall. He agreed to do this with his crew during the dry season. Some trees will not be able to be 

chipped, but it’s possible that the cord wood program or someone in town could remove those 

trees.  The Commission will need to draft an agreement and determine any cost associated with 

disposing the unused trees.  The Agent will draft the Memorandum of Understanding, sending a 

copy to the Town Administrator, and will look into the cost.   

 

Ms. Tyler’s son has volunteered to help burn, but will need at least four people at Barber 

Reservation and two at Schoolhouse Lot to assist.  Mr. McClintock stated that he will help 

facilitate more volunteers once he knows the burn date(s).    

 

Discussion #3 – 11 Cider Hill Lane re-issue Certificate of Compliance 

 

The property had two Certificates of Compliance signed by the Commission (in 1994 and 2000), 

but they were never recorded.  The owner is now trying to sell the house and needs to show 

proper recording.  The Commission signed new Certificates of Compliance in order to record 

them at the registry. 

 

Discussion #4 - Emergency Certification Ratification for installation of Beaver Deceiver 

 

The Agent reported she visited the properties of 155 Maple Street and 9 Pleasant Street who have 

claimed their septic systems and/or well is being flooded from beaver activity (damming of 

pond). The Agent stated 155 Maple Street well has standing water around it and 9 Pleasant Street 
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septic system was 20' from standing water. The applicants have proposed to install a flow device 

which will allow beaver to live in pond while bringing the water level down so there is no threat 

of damage to well or septic. The Agent will issue an Emergency Certification for the installation.  

It will be ratified at the May 2
nd

 meeting.  After that, a Determination of Applicability must be 

filed.     

 

Discussion #5 – Amend Sherborn Wetlands Bylaw after review by Town Counsel 

 

The Commission proposed to amend the Bylaw to add the definition of "permit" to Section 7.7 

of the bylaw. Mr. McClintock moved to adopt the amendment, per town counsel’s 

recommendation.  Mr. Lesser seconded the motion and it was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

Conservation Administrator/Agent’s Report: 

 

 36 Farm Road Tree Removal- 
 

The Agent received an email from Ed Wagner, CM&D Director about a tree that is in danger of 

falling onto the powerlines and has required the property owner to remove.  The Agent has 

contacted the property owner. 

 

 Open Space Grant- 
 

The Agent stated that she can apply for the grant, but it requires also applying for a LAND grant 

for the acquisition of land, in order to meet the requirements for the open space grant.  Mr. 

Lesser suggested applying for the grant to help pay for the Town’s open space plan.  The Agent 

will research uses of the money as well as other grants options.   

  

 Updates to Con Com CTF Budget 
 

There were no updates. 

 

Adjournment:  
There being no other business to attend to, Ms. Tyler moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:44 p.m.  

Mr. McClintock seconded the motion and it voted to pass 5-0.   

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Jessica Pettit 

Minutes Clerk 
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Documents Presented at the April 18, 2013 Public Meeting 

 

All documents shall be kept in the Conservation Commission Office files. 

 

Determinations: 

2 Whitney Street – Proposal to perform soil testing  

1. Request for Determination of Applicability, prepared by GLM Engineering Consultants, 

Inc., received April 1, 2013 

 

Discussions: 

Discussion #1 - Sassamon Trace Golf Course Annual Review 

1. Proposal #1 for Sassamon Trace Golf Course, Town of Natick Golf Course Construction 

Project Environmental Monitoring, prepared by Griffin Engineering Group, LLC, May 1, 

2001 

2. Sassamon Trace Golf Course Annual Review Submissions to the Sherborn Conservation 

Commission, received April 16, 2013 

3. Sassamon Trace Golf Course Approved Chemistry, received April 16, 2013 

4. Sassamon Trace Golf Course Recommended New Products, received April 16, 2013 

5. Sassamon Trace Golf Course 2012 Application Detail, received April 16, 2013 

6. Sassamon Trace Golf Course: Scope of Work for Review of Sherborn Conservation 

Commission Conditions in Perpetuity, working draft by Michael Lesser, April 18, 2013 

7. Letter to Sherborn Conservation Commission from Natick Conservation Commission, 

“Golf Course Testing,” March 16, 2010 

8. Sassamon Trace Golf Course IPM Monitoring Plan, Natick Conservation Commission, 

received March 9, 2011  

9. Sassamon Trace Golf Course Order of Conditions Amendments, Natick Conservation 

Commission, March 9, 2011 

10. Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, WPA Form 5 – Order of 

Conditions, DEP No. 283-197 

11. Operation and Maintenance Plan Stormwater Management Act Natick Golf Course 

December 1998 (Revised June 4, 1999), received March 22, 2005 

 

Discussion #5 – Amend Sherborn Wetlands Bylaw after review by Town Counsel 
1. Draft amended bylaw “Sherborn Forests and Reservations Restoration and Management 

Planning Guiding Principles and Broad Management Goals Deriving from those 

Principles” 

 

 
 

 

 

Cc: Board of Selectmen, Board of Health, Planning Board, Building Dept., Town Clerk, Town Forest, Town 

Counsel, Sherborn Library, Advisory Committee, D/S Press, Zoning Board of Appeals, Sherborn Garden Club, 

Forest & Trail Assoc., Assessor, Groundwater Protection Committee, Farm Pond Advisory Committee 


