
Conservation Commission 

                  
19 WASHINGTON STREET 

SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 
October 18, 2012 

Sherborn Town Hall 

7:00 P.M. 

Minutes of the Meeting 

 

 

Members Present: Steve Gaskin (Chair), Michael Lesser, Kelly McClintock, Andrea Stiller, 

Julia Jacobson, and Bridget Graziano (Administrator/Agent) 

 

Absent Members: Susan Tyler and Alex Dowse 

 

Guests: Richard Juliani, Melissa Henderson McStravick, Paul Saulnier of CIVILized Solutions 

 

Mr. Gaskin called the meeting to order at 7:04p.m. 

 

Determinations 

 

59 North Main Street - Proposal to remove vegetation and add trap rock for driveway to 

access the existing barn 

 

Richard Juliani was present as the applicant. He presented his proposal to remove vegetation out 

to 30' from all existing structures. The Agent reported that the removal of vegetation would be at 

its closest 15' from a Bordering Vegetated Wetland.  She noted her concern for snow removal 

since this area would be used as a driveway and the close proximity to the wetland resource and 

that a portion of the wetland line delineated by Beals & Thomas was left off the plan and should 

be added to a new plan. Mr. Gaskin asked that the trees to be removed be depicted on the plan. 

The Commission reviewed the plan. It was determined that the following will need to be added 

to an amended plan with the following; (1) the plan must show which trees will be cut and the 

reason why they need to be cut, (2) the plan must show a demarcation of the altered area with 

stone and plantings in order to prevent gravel from migrating, (3) all wetland resource lines from 

the Beals & Thomas plan, and (4) the location of equipment and associated clean-up. The 
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Commission asked the Agent add a condition regarding snow removal to the Determination.  It 

was noted that the area of work was altered buffer and that buffer area and wetlands that would 

be protected had also been altered.    

 

Mr. Gaskin found that the amount of buffer zone and wetlands to be left alone in perpetuity, 

amounting to at least three times the area to be cleared and covered with gravel, provided a net 

benefit to the wetlands.  He moved to grant a Negative 3 Determination subject to approval of 

the revised site plan and aforementioned conditions.  Mr. McClintock seconded  and it was voted 

to approve 5-0.  

 

21 Meadowbrook Road - Proposal to remove hazardous trees from the 100' buffer zone 

 

Ms. Henderson was present as the applicant and the property owner. The Agent presented the 

applicant's proposal to remove three trees from the 100' buffer zone - a maple, birch and white 

oak. She noted that the maple has storm damage and is leaning toward the house, the birch tree is 

dead and there has been no leaf out this year, and while the white oak did leaf out this year it has 

major insect damage. She recommended the Commission issue a Negative 3 Determination, with 

special conditions.   The conditions were (1) no equipment may be stored overnight in the buffer 

zone, (2) there shall be no chipping of trees within the buffer zone, and (3) two trees (a Red 

Maple and a White Oak) must replaced with native vegetation.  Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the 

Agent’s recommendation of a Negative 3 Determination with special conditions.  Ms. Stiller 

seconded and it was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

30 Old Orchard Road - Request for Certificate of Compliance 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant.  The Agent reported that the applicant Mr. Grosek 

has completed the proposed work under the Order of Conditions,  there were no erosion issues 

and the site was stabilized. She noted that one condition required the planting of vegetation as 

mitigation in two different locations.  She reported that during her site visit she counted 24 

bushes, of which ten (10) of the blueberry bushes are doing poorly, but are still alive.  The Agent 

recommended granting the Certificate of Compliance as the applicant has more than the required 

quantity of plantings and therefore has met the 75% survival requirement.  Mr. Gaskin moved to 

accept the Agent’s recommendation to grant the Certificate of Compliance.  Mr. McClintock 

seconded and it was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

Discussions 

 

Discussion #1 - 103 North Main Street Request to Amend Order of Conditions 

 

Paul Saulnier of CIVILized Solutions was present to represent the applicant Mr. Robert Wallace. 

Mr. Saulnier submitted a letter requesting an amendment to the existing Order of Conditions, 

DEP #283-0339. He stated the amendment included, (1) repair of septic tank line on lowland 

side of erosion controls, (2) reconfiguration of second floor addition, with footings instead of 

cantilevering, (3) removal of two trees from the Bordering Vegetated Wetland, and (4) addition 

of gas line from North Main Street within limit of work.  
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Mr. Lesser moved that the amendments be considered as minor.  Mr. Gaskin seconded, and it 

was voted to approve 5-0. 

 

Mr. Gaskin moved to amend the Order of Conditions subject to a revised plan and subject to  

restoration of any disturbed area outside the limit of work.  Mr. Lesser seconded and  

it was voted to approve 5-0. 

  

Discussion #2 - Hidden Meadow Trail Maintenance to Possibly Alleviate Road Flooding 

 

Mr. McClintock suggested organizing a site visit to look at the area.  Ms. Stiller and Mr. Lesser 

agreed that it is unclear which direction the water flows  in the vicinity of the road. 

 

Discussion #3 – Hire of Temp Consultant for Agent During Maternity Leave 

 

The Agent reported that Town Counsel advised that intermittent work during leave cannot be  

approved by the Board of Selectmen, due to the town bylaw. 

 

There are two candidates for the Temporary Agent position - Joyce Hastings of GLM 

Engineering Consultants, Inc. and Karyn Kaplan.   

Ms. Kaplan’s resume has been submitted to the Commission.  Ms. Kaplan will contact the  

Commission with her requested hourly rate.    

 

Discussion #4 – New Connector Trail for Bailey Trail 

 

The Agent approved a route for the trail and it has been flagged and noted there were no 

wetlands present, so no Determination or Notice of Intent needed to be filed.  There will not be 

any cutting of trees or shrubs for this trail. 

 

The Commission suggested the trail be a width of 3-4 ft., and be demarcated with dead wood to 

avoid raking the trail. It was requested that the Agent relay all the criteria for trail creation to Mr. 

Tullman who would be leading the volunteer group to create the trail.  

 

The Commission also requested that trail markers should be minimized given the short length of 

the trail.  

 

Discussion #5 – Forestry Update/Phil Benjamin 

 

The Agent reported that Phil Benjamin can mark the trees in the Barber Reservation as soon as 

he obtains approval.  It will take 2-3 days for the marking to be completed.  Mr. Benjamin will 

walk the area to determine what will be cut, file a Chapter 132, write a bid, and then begin 

interviewing loggers along with the Commission.  The Commission will 

put out a notice for a public outreach walk once the markings have been completed.  
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Approval of Minutes of October 4, 2012 

 

10/4/2012 – Mr. McClintock moved to approve the minutes as amended.  Mr. Gaskin seconded 

and it was voted to approve 5-0.       

 

Administrator/Agent Report 

 

 Supreme Judicial Court Decision on Land Use – The SJC decision will be discussed at 

the next meeting. 

 

 Update on BOS Meeting – The Agent reported that she and Mr. Gaskin presented at the 

Board of Selectmen’s meeting early this evening. She stated that the  Commission and 

the Board discussed the Commission’s role, its current projects, and the Agent’s 

maternity leave.  The Board provided various suggestions to Commission, including 

implementing a program to allow deer hunting on public land to minimize Lyme Disease.  

The Board approved the Agent’s leave and acknowledged that a Temporary Agent will 

need to be hired, which will require a transfer from reserve funds.  Overall feedback was 

that the Board appreciated the Commission work and supported their efforts. 

 

 Review Meeting Dates for November and December 2012 – The Agent reported she 

will prepare RDAs and hearings for all November meetings.  The November meeting 

dates will remain the same in accordance with the Commission’s schedule.  The 

Temporary Agent will attend all meetings for December 2012 and January 2013. 

 

 Norfolk Hunt Club October 27 – The Hunt Club will be crossing Barber Reservation 

and Hidden Meadow for their event on October 27th at 8:00 AM. 

 

 Commission Operations During Agent’s Leave –  The Agent asked if members could 

assist with bills and turnovers during her leave.  She asked Mr. McClintock and Mr. 

Lesser to meet with her to discuss operations during the Agent’s leave. 

 

Adjournment: There being no other business to attend to, Mr. Gaskin moved to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:53p.m.  Mr. McClintock seconded the motion and it voted to pass 5-0.     

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Jessica Pettit 

Minutes Clerk 
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Documents Presented at the October 18, 2012 Public Meeting 

 All documents shall be kept in the Conservation Commission Office files 

 

Determinations 

 

59 North Main Street 

 "Wetland Reconnaissance 59 North Main Street", by Beals & Thomas, dated April 8, 

2011 

 Plan titled, " 59 North Main Street" by Beals & Thomas, dated January 31, 2011, and 

revised May 9, 2011 

 

30 Old Orchard Road - Request for Certificate of Compliance 

 Plan titled, "30 Old Orchard Road, As-Built Plan of Land in Sherborn, MA" by Merrikin 

Engineering, dated  9/17/12 (as-built) 

 Agent’s Site Visit Notes for 30 Old Orchard Road dated 9/22/10, 9/21/11, 10/17/12, and 

10/18/12 

 

Discussions 

 

Discussion 1 

 Letter from CIVILized Solutions, titled "Proposed change for 103 North Main Street", 

dated October 3, 2012 

 Plan titled, "Septic System Construction 103 North Main Street, Sherborn" by CIVILized 

Solutions, dated October 3, 2012  

 Notes from Agent for 103 North Main Street 

 Letter from Agent to Robert Wallace, 103 North Main Street, dated May 30, 2012 

 Order of Conditions, issued to Robert Wallace for 103 North Main Street, issued on 

February 9, 2012 

 

Discussion 2  

 USGS Topographic Map 1987 Sherborn, Map 2 Lot 92 Hidden Meadow 

 

Discussion 3 

 Resume of Karyn Kaplan 

 

Discussion 4  

 USGS 1987 Sherborn, Old Orchard Road- Bailey Trail 

 

Discussion 5 

  Agent notes on Phil Benjamin schedule for the flagging at : Barber Reservation 
 

Cc: Board of Selectmen, Board of Health, Planning Board, Building Dept., Town Clerk, Town Forest, Town 

Counsel, Sherborn Library, Advisory Committee, D/S Press, Zoning Board of Appeals, Sherborn Garden Club, 

Forest & Trail Assoc., Assessor, Groundwater Protection Committee, Farm Pond Advisory Committee 


