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Conservation Commission 

                  
19 WASHINGTON STREET 

SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 
November 15, 2012 

Sherborn Town Hall 

7:00 P.M. 

Minutes of the Meeting 

 

Members Present: Steve Gaskin (Chair), Michael Lesser, Andrea Stiller, Susan Tyler, Alex 

Dowse, Karyn Kaplan (Acting Administrator/Agent), and Bridget Graziano 

(Administrator/Agent) by phone 

 

Absent Members: Julia Jacobson and Kelly McClintock 

 

Guests: Mary and Robert Pimentel of 180 Western Avenue; Rob Eckert, Joe Marquedant Sr. and 

Joe Marquedant of 6 Walcott Street, Hopkinton; Dimitre Taslakov of 150 North Main Street; Jim 

McAvoy of 136 Western Avenue; Tom Trainor of 97 Washington Street; Joe Phillips of 20 

Jackson Road; Mark Beaudry from Meridian Associates; Peter Freeman of Yarmouthport; and 

Bob Gargano of Marblehead.  

 

Mr. Gaskin called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

 

Determinations 

180 Western Avenue: Proposal to Perform Soil Testing/Installation of Septic System 

The applicant presented a proposal to perform soil testing in anticipation of installing a new 

septic system.  The Agent recommended a Negative 3 Determination with the following 

conditions: the applicant must avoid undue disturbance,  not park trucks in the area, and restore 

the area to its original condition.   

 

Mr.Gaskin moved to accept the Agent’s recommendation with associated conditions.  Mr. Lesser 

seconded the motion.  The motion voted to pass 5-0. 

 

150 North Main Street: Proposal to Install New Fencing Along the Property Line 
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The applicant presented a proposal to install new fencing.  The Agent recommended a Negative 

3 Determination with the following conditions: the applicant shall not remove any trees, use 

machinery except when installing posts, remove vegetation within the buffer zone, use cement, 

and pile materials on the wetland side of the property.   

 

Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent’s recommendation with associated conditions.  Mr. 

Lesser seconded the motion.  The motion voted to pass 5-0. 

 

Lake Street: Proposal to Install Cell Tower 

Rob Eckert was present on behalf of the Town of Sherborn.  The Agent recommended a 

Negative Determination because the area has no protected wetlands.  The Agent advised  the 

applicant to file an application with Natural Heritage.   

 

Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent’s recommendation.  Ms. Tyler seconded the motion.  The 

motion voted to pass 5-0. 

 

78 South Main Street: perform soil testing and install septic system. 

The Agent recommended a Negative Determination.   

 

Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent’s recommendation.  Mr. Dowse seconded the motion.  

The motion voted to pass 5-0. 

 

97 Washington Street: Pilings 

The Agent recommended a Negative Determination with the condition that no machinery shall 

be used on the west side of the house.  The Agent suggested the applicant file a proposal with 

Natural Heritage in accordance with the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act.   

 

Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent’s recommendation.  Ms. Stiller seconded the motion.  

The motion voted to pass 4-0.  Mr. Lesser was not present to vote. 

 

136 Western Ave: perform soil testin 

The Agent recommended a Negative Determination for soil testing only.  The applicant will need 

to submit a proposal to obtain approval for any additional activities. 

 

Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent’s recommendation.  Ms. Stiller seconded the motion.  

The motion voted to pass 4-0.  Ms. Tyler was not present to vote. 

 

20 Jackson Road: Request for Certificate of Compliance  

The applicant requested a Certificate of Compliance.  The Agent reported that previous 

conditions have not been met, i.e., the walkway was constructed with asphalt instead of 

impervious material, the lawn has not been converted back to natural cover, and bark mulch was 

installed instead of leaf mulch.  The Agent suggested granting the Certificate of Compliance if 

the applicant provides sufficient mitigation, including but not limited to demarcation of the area 

with plantings and replacement of the bark mulch with leaf mulch.   

 



Conservation Commission November 15, 2012              Meeting Minutes  

3 
A/75281304.1  

The Commission found that the previous changes to the Order of Conditions -- to move the 

driveway out of the buffer zone, plant more plants than were originally required by the 

Commission, and allow some impervious surface to return, provided dmore mediation than in the 

original plan.  The applicant agreed to the following mitigation conditions are:  install plantings 

to demarcate the area, allow the area to return to natural cover, and  replace the bark mulch with 

decomposed leaf mulch.   

 

Mr. Gaskin moved to grant the Certificate of Compliance in accordance with the mitigation 

conditions.  Ms. Tyler seconded the motion.  The motion voted to pass 5-0. 

 

Public Hearing #1 – Notice of Intent for 79 Western Avenue to Install a Septic System 

Mr. Gaskin opened public hearing at 7:39 p.m.   

 

Joe Marquedant, representing the applicant for 79 Western Avenue, presented all Green Cards.  

The property consists of a two-acre lot with a single-family dwelling.  The applicant requested 

permission to install a replacement septic system immediately behind the existing house in the 

buffer zone of wetlands..  The new system will use existing plumbing and be placed on existing 

lawn in already altered buffer zone.  The applicant proposed to mitigate by allowing an area of 

altered wetlands that was being maintained as lawn to return to unmanaged conditions.  The 

fence in this wetlands would be removed and the area demarcated by native shrubs. The owner 

received permission to cut down , while leaving the stump, a partially up-rooted white pine for 

safety reasons.   

 

The Commission requested that the applicant submit the latitude and longitude of the property 

and re-establish Flag 5.  

  

Mr. Gaskin moved to close the hearing at 8:05pm.  Ms. Tyler seconded the motion.  The motion 

voted to pass 5-0.      

 

Mr. Gaskin read the Commission’s findings:  The Commission finds that work within the already 

altered buffer zone (lawn) will not have a negative impact and will  have a positive impact by 

replacing a non-functioning cesspool and allowing altered wetlands to return to natural area.  All 

work-related disturbances will be temporary and the area will be restored to pre-construction 

conditions.  Mitigation will occur by installing plantings and demarcation of the area of lawn to 

return to unmanaged wetlands.  The applicant provided an alternatives analysis that there was no 

workable alternative location with less wetlands impact.  The Commission found that the 

proposal to install a septic system in the proposed location is satisfactory. 

 

Mr. Gaskin moved to allow the project as conditioned.  Ms. Stiller seconded the motion.  The 

motion voted to pass 5-0. 

 

Discussions 

 

Discussion #1 – Review of Whitney Farm, LLC Request for Crossing of Dopping Brook  

Order of Conditions DEP 283-264 
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Mark Beaudry (Meridian Associates). Peter Freeman and Bob Gargano were present on behalf of 

the Applicant.  Mr. Beaudry reported that off site fill soil testing has been completed.  Results 

from the tests will be available soon.  Monitoring wells will be installed and sampled  as soon as 

possible.  The applicants would like to start some site work while the two monitoring wells are 

being installed. Additionally, the applicants requested approval to use an access road.  The 

Commission instructed the applicants to continue its ongoing discussions and to resolve any 

outstanding issues under the OOC with Joyce Hastings, the Commission's Consulting Agent).  

 

The Commission authorized the applicants to proceed with construction that is not within the  

buffer zone.  Once Ms. Hastings has confirmed that testing and any other issues has been 

satisfied, the applicants may start work within the buffer zone.   

  

Discussion #2 – Forest Stewardship Update for Barber Reservation –  

This discussion was postponed.  

 

Approval of Minutes of October 18, 2012 and November 1, 2012 
 

October 18 – Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Minutes as amended.  Mr. Lesser seconded the 

motion.  The motion voted to pass 4-0-1.  Ms. Tyler abstained from the vote as she was not in 

attendance.     

 

October 18 BOS meeting – Mr. Gaskin moved to accept Minutes as amended.  Ms. Tyler 

seconded the motion.  The motion voted to pass 5-0.   

 

November 1 – Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Minutes as amended.  Mr. Dowse seconded the 

motion.  The motion voted to pass 4-0-1.  Ms. Stiller abstained from the vote as she was not in 

attendance.     

 

Adjournment: There being no other business to attend to, Ms. Tyler moved to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:17 p.m.  Mr. Lesser seconded the motion and it voted to pass 5-0.     

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Jessica Pettit 

Minutes Clerk 

 

 

 

Documents Presented at the November 15, 2012 Public Meeting 

 

Determinations 

 

180 Western Ave. 
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 Plan titled “Plan of Land in Sherborn”, Schofield Bros., Sept. 11, 1954, revised with 

Proposed Test Areas Added, 10/23/12.  

 

150 North Main Street 

 Plan titled "Assessors Map with Hand Drawing", by Iva Taslakov, stamped “Received 

by Sherborn Conservation Commission”, dated October 24, 2012 

 

 

Lake Street Cell Tower 

 Map titled “Farm Pond Cell Tower, GPS Coordinates”, stamped “Received by Sherborn 

Conservation Commission”, 10/23/12 

 Plan titled “Exhibit A, Site Plan”, stamped “Received by Sherborn Conservation 

Commission”,10/23/12 

 Plan titled “Work Zone, Approx. 150’ x 120’ stamped “Received by Sherborn 

Conservation Commission”, 10/23/12 

 

78 South Main St. 

 Plan titled “Application for Soil Testing & Evaluation, 78 South Main St., Sherborn”, 

Prepared by CIVILized Solutions, 10/28/12 

 

97 Washington St. 

 Plan titled “Sketch of Land in Sherborn, Massachusetts”, by GLM Engineering 

Consultants, November 1, 2012, revised 11/6/12. 

 Map titled “Locus, 97 Washington Street, Sherborn, MA”, 11/1/2012 

 

136 Western Ave. 

 Plan titled "Application for Soil Testing & Evaluation, 136 Western Ave., Sherborn, by 

CIVILized Solutions, dated September 22, 2009 

 

 

Certificate of Compliance 

 

20 Jackson Road  

 Plan titled "Final Grade Plan, 20 Jackson Road, Sherborn, Massachusetts", by GLM 

Engineering Consultants, Inc., dated Oct. 29, 2012 

 Email from Agent with notes from site visit to 20 Jackson Road, dated November 8, 

2012 

 Letter from GLM Engineering Consultants to Sherborn Conservation Commission, 

regarding their site inspection and final grading survey dated November 5, 2012 

 Order of Conditions, issued to Joseph Phillips and Rebecca Graf for 20 Jackson Road, 

issued on November 16, 2009 

 

 

Public Hearing #1 
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79 Western Ave - Notice of Intent 

 Plan titled "Local Updgrade Approval, Board of Health Plot Plan, 79 Western Ave." by 

J.D Marquedant & Assoc., Inc., dated 8/27/2012 

 

 

Discussion #1 

Existing OOC - Review of Whitney Farm, LLC request for crossing of Dopping Brook 

 Plan titled “Dopping Brook Crossing Plan, Whitney Farms, 59 Whitney Street, Sherborn 

Massachusetts”, Prepared by Meridian Associates, November 2, 2012. 

 Memo from Agent to Conservation Commission with comments from Joyce Hastings 

(Commission’s consultant), dated November 15, 2012 

 

 

 

All documents shall be kept in the Conservation Commission Office files 

 

 
 

 

 

Cc: Board of Selectmen, Board of Health, Planning Board, Building Dept., Town Clerk, Town Forest, Town 

Counsel, Sherborn Library, Advisory Committee, D/S Press, Zoning Board of Appeals, Sherborn Garden Club, 

Forest & Trail Assoc., Assessor, Groundwater Protection Committee, Farm Pond Advisory Committee 


