
Conservation Commission 

                  
19 WASHINGTON STREET 

SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 
September 13, 2012 

Sherborn Town Hall 

7:00 P.M. 

Minutes of the Meeting 

 

Members Present: Steve Gaskin (Chair), Michael Lesser, Susan Tyler, Kelly McClintock, 

Andrea Stiller, Alex Dowse, Julia Jacobson (arrived at 7:11 p.m.), and Bridget Graziano 

(Administrator/Agent) 

 

Guests: Paul Saulnier of CIVILized Solutions, Helen Jeromireh, Lucy Almasian, Karon Skinner 

Catrone, and Mikhail Deychman.   

 

Mr. Gaskin called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 

 

Determinations: 

 

26 McGregor Drive – Proposal to perform soil testing 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant, The Agent presented the applicant's proposal and 

reported the soil testing will be ten feet from the wetland but that there were constraints limiting 

any alternative locations.  She recommended a Negative 3 Determination with conditions.  Mr. 

Gaskin moved to accept the Agent’s recommendation.  Ms. Stiller seconded the motion and it 

was moved to approve 6-0. The Agent also noted that the property owner has been notified that 

the property of 26 McGregor Drive is currently encroaching onto Conservation Land.  She asked 

that the Conservation Land no longer be mowed or maintained as private property. 

 

320 Western Avenue – Proposal to install geo-thermal well 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicant's proposal and 

found the proposed project was approximately 200' from any wetland resource, therefore, she 

recommended a Negative Determination.  Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent’s 

recommendation.  Mr. McClintock seconded the motion and it was voted approved 6-0. 
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16 Farm Road – Proposal to construct new addition for breezeway 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicant's proposal and 

reported the proposed work is outside the Commission’s jurisdiction, as the wetland resource is 

approximately 160' from the proposed projects limit of work, therefore, the Agent recommended 

a Negative Determination.  Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent’s recommendation.  Mr. 

Lesser seconded the motion and it was voted to approve 6-0. 

 

16 Snow Street – Proposal to install an in-ground pool and spa (hot tub) with associated 

fencing 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicant's proposal and 

reported there are no wetlands present on the property, therefore, she recommended a Negative 

Determination.  In addition, she noted that the property owners will be sent a letter notifying 

them that their project falls within Estimated Rare Species Habitat.  Mr. Gaskin moved to accept 

the Agent’s recommendation.  Mr. Dowse seconded the motion and it was voted to approve 6-0. 

 

114 Woodland Street – Proposal to install an in-ground pool with associated fencing 

 

No one was present to represent the applicant. The Agent presented the applicant's proposal and 

reported the proposed work is outside the Commission’s jurisdiction as the wetland resource 

located on the property is approximately 120' from the limit of work, therefore, she  

recommended a Negative Determination.  Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the Agent’s 

recommendation.  Ms. Stiller seconded the motion and it was voted to approve 6-0. 

 

Public Hearings 

 

Public Hearing #1 - 178 Washington Street Notice of Intent Proposal to construct 

replacement septic system 
 

The applicant was not present.  The Agent noted that due to the lack of abutter notifications, the 

hearing would need to be reposted. The hearing would be scheduled for October 4
th

 at 7:30 p.m.   

 

Public Hearing #2 – 185 Woodland Street Notice of Intent (cont. from 8/15/12) Proposal to 

construct new single family dwelling with associated amenities 

 

Mr. Gaskin opened a continued hearing at 8:15 p.m.   

 

The Commission considered a proposal to construct a new single family dwelling, with new 

lawn, landscaping, invasive species management, and within the 50-100 foot part of the buffer 

zone of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland.  This was a continuation of the 8/15/12 hearing to 

discuss mitigation.  The Commission reviewed the new plans, discussing the proposed mitigation 

and calculations of proposed alteration of natural buffer zone. The Commission requested a 

revised plan with correct calculations in order to determine specifics of the mitigation and areas 

for proposed lawn.  Mr. Gaskin moved to continue the hearing until September 20
th

 at 8pm.  Ms. 

Jacobson seconded the motion and it was voted to approve 7-0.      
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Discussions 

 

Discussion #1 - Agent Maternity Leave Vote 

 

The Agent noted that she may begin her maternity leave the week of November 9th, but it is 

conditional on her health. She noted that she may apply for the Family Medical Leave Act 

(FMLA) and would like to exercise the option to work from home and attend meetings during 

the leave period.  She noted that a temporary Agent will be hired for some number of hours per 

week.   

 

The Agent is still examining the different aspects of FMLA and the Mass Medical Leave and any 

implications of her being "regular part-time".  The leave policy under the town’s By-laws, will 

be further researched.  The Agent will present this information to the Personnel Board and the 

Board of Selectmen.  The discussion will be revisited during the next meeting.   

 

Approval of Meeting Minutes of August 15, 2012: 

 

Mr. Gaskin moved to accept the minutes as amended.  Mr. McClintock seconded the motion and 

it voted to approve 6-0-1 with Ms. Stiller abstaining.   

 

Administrator/Agent Report 

 

 103 North Main Street Order of Conditions Site Visit/Emergency Cert. Ratify: 

 

The Agent was contacted by the property owner regarding allowing the removal of two 

dead trees which he felt had a risk of falling on a person or home.  The Agent completed 

a site visit and issued an Emergency Certification with special conditions for the removal 

of the trees.  Mr. Gaskin moved to ratify the emergency order.  Mr. Lesser seconded the 

motion and it was voted to approve 7-0. 

 

 Conservation land maintenance and bills for Fall:  
 

The Agent received a bill for the mowing of Hopestill Reservation/Leland Mill Parking 

Lot with charges of $35 and $45.  The $45 bill had not been pre-approved by the 

Commission.  Mr. McClintock offered to discuss the bill with the vendor to determine 

what it includes and if it will be a recurring charge.  The Commission approved payment 

for the $35 bill as agreed for the parking lot mowing.   

  

The Agent reported that Hidden Meadow needs to be mowed, preferably by the end of 

September.  The Agent researched the cost and received an estimate of approximately 

$1000.  Ms. Jacobson is an abutter and will research who can do the work and who will 

cover the cost.  

 

 36 Farm Road enforcement order condition extension: 

 

The Agent reported that the property owners of 36 Farm Road are looking for an 

extension on deadlines under the recently issued, amended Enforcement Order.  The 
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request comes because of an illness in the family.  The owners requested an extension to 

file the RDA, for which September 19
th

 is the current deadline.  The Agent suggested 

extending the deadline for action to November 15
th

 and to be heard at the December 6
th

 

meeting.  Mr. Lesser moved to grant the extension.  Ms. Jacobson seconded the motion 

and it was voted to approve 7-0.       

 

 BOS Letters regarding hours worked by staff and vacation taken by staff: 
 

The Agent presented two memos from the Board of Selectmen.  In the first memo, the 

BOS requested that offices from all departments be open for service to the public at the 

Town Hall Monday through Friday 8:30 - 4:30 pm.  Mr. Gaskin stated this is impossible 

as under our FY 13 budget the Commission staff is only allowed 33 hours per week, and 

this memo asks for 40 hours. The Agent noted she could spend all 33 hours at Town Hall, 

but it would be problematic because she needs for site visits and meetings. The Agent 

reported she had met once with the other Department Heads to discuss the memo and the 

result is the departments would begin to promote hours that all departments were 

available to the public, like Monday 10-2pm.  Mr. Lesser suggested drafting a response 

stating that the Commission will work with the other boards to determine a day of the 

week that will work for all.  He then suggested possibly adding another day of 

availability  besides Mondays, possibly Thursdays.  The Agent agreed.  

 

The second memo informed the Commission of the town’s policy on vacation time for 

employees. 

 

 Massachusetts Mosquito Control Project at CSX line in Sherborn: 
 

The Board of Selectmen would like the Commission’s approval to sign a form for a 

mosquito control project on town land.  The Agent reported this is a proposal to dredge 

out existing railroad ditches along an old rail  line. She noted that if this request was 

granted, special conditions would need to be placed on it due to the Blue Spotted 

Salamander that has been found to breed within the Vernal Pool, which would be part of 

the project. In addition, the dredged spoils need to be placed in upland locations or taken 

off site.  There may be an additional issue regarding vernal pools, which will be reviewed 

by the Natural Heritage Program. The Agent suggested limiting the months of the 

permitted work to avoid disruption of the salamanders breeding (for work to only take 

place between November and February) and removing spoils off-site to prevent any 

falling back on the sloped land.  Mr. Gaskin suggested requesting a plan depicting where 

the spoils will be placed.  Mr. Lesser added that the Commission should approve only the 

minimum amount of dredging needed to achieve the necessary grade to maintain 

historical flow.  Central Massachusetts Mosquito Control will be required to apply to 

Natural Heritage Program, who will make additional conditions regarding dredging 

within the Blue Spotted Salamander.  The Agent will write a memo summarizing these 

conditions and recommendations.                 

 

Adjournment: There being no other business to attend to, Mr. Gaskin moved to adjourn the 

meeting at 9:11pm.  Mr. Dowse seconded the motion and it moved to pass 7-0. 
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Next meeting will be on Thursday, September 20
th

. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Jessica Pettit 

Minutes Clerk 
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Documents Presented at the September 13, 2012 Public Meeting 

 

 

All documents shall be kept in the Conservation Commission Office files 

 

Public Hearings 

 

Public Hearing #1 - 178 Washington Street Notice of Intent Proposal to construct 

replacement septic system  

 

(Please note information was not present, but given to Commission members at the 

meeting) 

 

 Notice of Intent for Septic System Replacement with Buffer zone to Bordering Vegetated 

Wetland, 178 Washington Street, by Oxbow Associates, dated August 15, 2012 

 Plan titled, "Septic System Construction 178 Washington Street, Sherborn", by 

CIVILized Solutions, dated August 6, 2012 

 Letter from Thomas French of Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, Natural Heritage 

Program, dated September 11, 2012 

 

Public Hearing #2 - 185 Woodland Street Notice of Intent (cont. from 8/15/12) Proposal to 

construct new single family dwelling with associated amenities 

 Notice of Intent-185 Woodland Street by Karen Skinner Catrone 

 Proposed site plan titled, "Proposed Plan Map 8 Lot 40B-2B, 185 Woodland Street, 

Sherborn, MA 01770", dated July 15, 2012, revised 8/14/12 & 8/29/12 

 Agent Site Visit Notes on the proposed plan and NOI 

 Japanese Barberry Fact Sheet by Plant Conservation Alliance's Alien Plant Working 

Group, 20 May 2005 

 Glossy Buckthorn, Invasive Plant Fact Sheet by Invasive Plant Species Assessment 

Working Group, October 2006 

 Glyphosate Pro 4 Material Safety Data Sheet by ProKoz 

 Glyphosate Technical Fact Sheet by National Pesticide Information Center 

 Letter from Thomas French, Assistant Director for Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, 

Natural Heritage Program, dated August 6, 2012 

 

 

Administrator/Agent Report 

 

103 North Main Street Order of Conditions Site Visit/Emergency Cert. Ratify 

 

 Emergency Certification for 103 North Main Street, issued 

 

BOS Letters regarding hours worked by staff and vacation taken by staff 

 

 Memo from Jim Purcell, titled Town Hall Office Hours, dated August 15, 2012 
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 Memo from Jim Purcell, titled Vacation Time Notification, dated August 20, 2012 

 

Massachusetts Mosquito Control Project at CSX line in Sherborn 

 

 Letter from Katrina Proctor of Massachusetts Mosquito Control Project, dated August 24, 

2012  

 USGS Topographic Maps 

 Aerial Photograph Maps 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cc: Board of Selectmen, Board of Health, Planning Board, Building Dept., Town Clerk, Town Forest, Town 

Counsel, Sherborn Library, Advisory Committee, D/S Press, Zoning Board of Appeals, Sherborn Garden Club, 

Forest & Trail Assoc., Assessor, Groundwater Protection Committee, Farm Pond Advisory Committee 
Advisory Committee 


