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PLANNING BOARD 
 

 
19 WASHINGTON STREET 

SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 

 

MINUTES 

September 17, 2014 

 

Members Present: John Higley, John Stevens, Chris Tullmann, Marian Neutra, Associate Grace 

Shepard, and Town Planner Gino Carlucci 

 

Members Absent: Eric Johnson 

 

Others Present: Sara Wragge, Bill Vaughn, Greg Garland, Tom Trainor, Andy Lauterback, Jean 

Bednor, Chee-chong Tai, Elmore Alexander, Will Willis, Heather Willis, Chad Parmet, Gene 

Crowley, Kent Fitzpatrick, Matt Neutra, Melissa Henderson McStravick, Robin Perera, Jane 

Pusch, Bob Delaney, Jim Campbell, Edward Rose 

 

John Higley called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. in the Sherborn Town Hall, Room 204B. 

 

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE (Reference document #1, 2, 3) 

Many of the members of the General Plan Update Working Groups were present at tonight’s 

kickoff meeting. Members of the Planning Board reviewed the Charge to Workgroups document, 

which disclosed the intent and the purpose of such an update, as well as detailing the plan of 

action and the structure of the Working Groups. Additionally, the preliminary schedule for the 

update of the Town Plan was discussed. The schedule broadly highlights the tasks that need to be 

completed by the Working Groups and the Planning Board and the deadlines for the completion 

of each task in order for the updated Town Plan to be brought to vote at the 2015 Town Meeting. 

The Planning Board recognizes that this goal is aggressive and made the members of the 

Working Groups aware that the preliminary schedule is not rigid or binding, but that it should be 

treated more as a roadmap for the updating process. Marian Neutra pointed out that members of 

the Planning Board are serving with each of the three Working Groups and will, therefore, be 

reporting back to the Planning Board regularly about the progress of each.  

 

John Higley will provide the laws regarding open meetings with which the Working Groups 

must comply. Furthermore, he suggested Working Group members refer to the mass.gov website 

for information on the process of updating a Town Master Plan. Gino Carlucci will look into the 
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processes and ideas of surrounding towns in updating their Town Plans and will share his 

findings with the Working Groups, as per a request from several Working Group members. 

 

GENERAL PLAN SURVEY 

John Higley made a presentation of the results of the 2014 General Plan Survey to the members 

of the Working Groups, as well as providing background information about how the survey was 

conducted. The survey measured the levels of satisfaction the respondents have with various 

features of Sherborn, including, but not limited to, tax rates, the public school system, 

recreational facilities, and businesses. Also measured was the level of interest in the future 

development of many town features. Working Group members were sent the results of the 

General Plan Survey prior to the kickoff meeting.  

 

GENERAL PLAN WORKING GROUPS 

The members of the General Plan Working Groups broke into the three subcommittees for 

approximately half an hour. Each Group selected a Chair, made a plan for taking meeting 

minutes, selected ideal meeting days, discussed meeting location options, and set a date for their 

first meeting.  

 

WARRANT ARTICLES (Reference Document #4, 5, 6, 7) 

The discussion of outdoor noise regulation at restaurants in Sherborn and potential amendments 

to the current Zoning by-law in this regard was resumed. John Stevens suggested that the 

proposed amendments featured in Mr. Carlucci’s September 15, 2014 memo to the Planning 

Board be taken to the Zoning Board for their consideration and input as they will be making the 

decision about this issue. It is a possibility that this issue will be heard at the Special Town 

Meeting in October. However, in the case that the public has not been adequately informed of the 

proposed changes, via a public hearing to take place before the Special Town Meeting, or the 

Zoning Board does not feel ready to accept the suggested changes, the issue will be held and 

heard at the Town Meeting in April, 2015.  

 

Gino Carlucci provided members of the Planning Board with copies of his draft of proposed 

article amendments, along with the July 11, 1985, and October 28, 2013 Board of Appeals and 

March 4, 1986 Planning Board decisions of the special permit for the Sherborn Inn. These 

documents will be sent to Bob Delaney, Jim Campbell, and Edward Rose, the petitioners for the 

Sherborn BrewFest special permit amendments. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD 

 

Abbey Road – John Higley made the motion to continue the special permit hearing for the 

Abbey Road project until the next Planning Board meeting on October 1, 2014. John Stevens 

seconded the motion. 

 

Sherborn Meadows – Mr. Carlucci reported that a permit was obtained for adding additional 

lighting at a specific location at Sherborn Meadows and that some preliminary work related to 

the installation has been done but not completed. Some residents of Sherborn Meadows may 

attend the Planning Board meeting on October 1. 
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MINUTES 

Minutes were not reviewed at this meeting. 

 

The next meeting of the Planning Board will be October 1, 2014. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

Samantha Shepherd 

Sherborn Planning Board Clerk 

 

DOCUMENTS REFERENCED DURING THE MEETING 

 

1. Sherborn General Plan Update/Charge to Workgroups, September 2014 

2. General Plan Working Groups Preliminary Schedule 

3. A list of the names of the General Plan Work Groups members, separated into three 

groups: land use, built environment, fiscal and economic 

4. September 15, 2014 memo from Gino Carlucci to Planning Board members regarding 

changes to zoning by-laws for outdoor music at restaurants 

5. October 28, 2014 Zoning Board of Appeals Notice of Decision regarding the renewal 

of a special permit for the Sherborn Inn 

6. July 11, 1986 Board of Appeals original decision on the special permit application for 

the Sherborn Inn  

7. March 4, 1986 Planning Board decision on the site plan special permit for the 

Sherborn Inn 

 

 
 


