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PLANNING BOARD 
 

 
19 WASHINGTON STREET 

SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 

 

MINUTES 

October 14, 2014 

 

Members Present: John Higley (Chairman), John Stevens, Eric Johnson, Chris Tullmann, 

Marian Neutra, Associate Grace Shepard  

 

Members Absent: Town Planner Gino Carlucci 

 

Others Present: Alan Rubenstein, Eliot Taylor 

 

John Higley called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. in the Sherborn Town Hall, room 204B. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – ZONING ARTICLE FOR TOWN MEETING (Reference Document 

#1) 

John Higley called the public hearing of the zoning article amendment into session and read both 

the zoning by-law regarding outdoor entertainment at restaurants as it is currently written, and 

the suggested amended language. The issue was opened to public comment. Alan Rubenstein, 

the current Chairman of the Sherborn Zoning Board of Appeals, expressed dismay at having 

heard that the zoning article had been pulled from the Fall Special Town Meeting, as decided by 

the Planning Board at the previous meeting on October 1, 2014. After hearing from the Board, 

Mr. Rubenstein, gave a copy of an amendment to the Board and , said he understands more 

clearly the reasoning for doing so, but relayed the increasing discomfort he and the Zoning Board 

of Appeals feel about repeatedly granting special permits for the BrewFest. His proposed 

solution to that situation is to amend the Zoning By-law, specifically for restaurants, and to 

define limitations, such as the frequency, the purpose, the noise levels, and the attendance of 

events. Eliot Taylor articulated opposition to the amendment. 

 

The Planning Board expressed its intent to move forward with amending the Town by-law 

regarding outdoor entertainment at restaurants, but agreed that there are several factors to 

consider, including proper public education and awareness about the proposed changes, prior to 

bringing the matter to a Town vote. Marian Neutra brought attention to the fact that, since the 

Planning Board is currently in the process of updating the Town General Plan, this particular 

issue should be thought of in the context of the future plans for Sherborn. Additionally, Mr. 

Higley reiterated the need to have a sufficient public hearing with plenty of time for public 

discussion on the proposed bylaw revision before it can be voted on during a Town Meeting. 

Since it was announced publicly that the Planning Board intended to withdraw the article and 
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interested persons may not have attended because of that, and, therefore, the matter should not be 

considered at the Special Town Meeting on October 15, 2014.  

 

Marian Neutra made the motion, which was seconded by Eric Johnson and voted in favor by all 

members of the Planning Board, to withdraw the warrant article from consideration at the 

Special Town Meeting, and to close this hearing. The Planning Board will reopen a hearing on 

this matter at a later date, with the intention of properly vetting it and adequately informing the 

public about it, so that it can be on the agenda at the 2015 Town Meeting. It was posited that this 

issue will be co-sponsored by the Planning Board and the Zoning Board of Appeals at that time. 

 

GENERAL PLAN WORK GROUPS UPDATE 

 LAND USE 

Chris Tullmann reported that the Land Use Work Group had, at their last meeting, 

reviewed page one and two of the 2001 General Plan in depth. Marian Neutra recounted 

that the group was in the process of developing short-term and long-term roadmaps 

detailing the objectives and specific action plans for the General Plan update. The Land 

Use Work Group also seeks to educate themselves and the public on the research and 

reporting that has already been done, and to draw upon these sources as well as relevant 

materials from other comparable towns. The group will also examine barriers to the 

successful implementation of the goals of the 2001 General Plan, to formulate more 

effective implementation strategies in the new Plan. 

 

 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

  No update was provided at tonight’s meeting. 

 

 FISCAL AND ECONOMIC 

  No update was provided at tonight’s meeting. 

 

OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD 

Tree Removal – A hearing will be scheduled regarding the list of trees, as provided by the Tree 

Warden, to be removed on scenic roads in Sherborn. John Higley encouraged Board members to 

visit the trees prior to the hearing to be better able to provide input on the necessity of removal.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:01 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Samantha Shepherd 

Planning Board Clerk 

 

 

  
 
 


