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 PLANNING BOARD 

 
19 WASHINGTON STREET 

  SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 

 

MINUTES 

May 28, 2014 

Members Present: John Higley (Chairman), Eric Johnson, Chris Tullmann, Marian Neutra, 

Associate Grace Shepard, and Town Planner Gino Carlucci 

Absent Members: John Stevens  

Others Present: Bill Seymour of 25 Saddlebrook Road and Martha Groton of 104 Maple Street 

John Higley called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. in the Sherborn Town Hall, Room 204A.   

GENERAL PLAN SURVEY (Reference documents #1, 2, and 3) 

Mr. Seymour, who assisted with inputting and preparing the data, presented his work to the 

Board and the Board reviewed in detail.  Ms. Neutra provided several comments and suggestions 

for re-formatting the Survey report in order to make it easier to read.   

 

There was a discussion of how best to compare each question of the 1998 survey with those of 

the 2014 survey, as some of the questions had been changed or deleted.   

 

The survey was a success in terms of participation.  Most people filled out the entire survey and 

approx. 40% returned the survey, which is a much higher percentage than expected.   

 

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE  

The Board discussed topics that should be considered in the General Plan: population, average 

tax bill, number of households, schools, number of selectmen, operating budget, affordable 

housing inventory, and other major issues affecting Sherborn.  Several members noted that it is 

important to consider the goals of the Town and its operating budget with a vision of how to 

attract the “right” developers who will present projects that benefit the Town.   

Ms. Neutra pointed out that the Plan needs to stay true to the core values of the town, which are 

mainly educating students and preserving open space.  Ms. Shepard added that encouraging and 

preserving diversity in Town (age, income, etc.) is also very important.  Mr. Higley suggested 

that the focus be on where the Town should be in 30 years; therefore, defining a broader 

goal/vision.   
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Mr. Carlucci drafted a press release for use in recruiting volunteers to serve on three committees 

that will review the Plan.  The Board reviewed the press release and made small edits. 

Finalizing the mission statement for the General Plan and organizing the committees are the next 

steps that the Board will focus on. 

HOUSING PRODUCTION PLAN 

The Board decided that the best plan moving forward is to focus on updating the General Plan, 

since a Housing Production Plan would not be feasible for Sherborn at this time considering the 

stringent state requirements. 

 

SMART SEWERING FINAL REPORT 

Mr. Johnson analyzed the final data and projected use and shared the outcome with the Board.    

OTHER BUSINESS THAT MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD       

Board of Selectmen (BOS) Meeting – The BOS will meet tomorrow.  Appointing a Water 

Study Committee is on the agenda. 

MAPC Annual Meeting – Ms. Neutra attended the meeting today.  She reported several 

discussions of interest. 

Solar Projects – Installations are ongoing.  The regional developer acquired through MAPC has 

gone out of business, so a new developer will be selected.  This may create more opportunities 

for Sherborn. 

MINUTES 

Minutes were not reviewed during this meeting as there was not a quorum of members eligible to 

vote.  The Board will review minutes at a future meeting when John Stevens is in attendance.    

The next meeting of the Planning Board will be June 11, 2014.  The meeting adjourned at 10:45 

p.m.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

Jessica Pettit 

Clerk 

DOCUMENTS REFERENCED DURING THE MEETING 

1. Marian Neutra 2014 Survey Comments, dated May 26, 2014 

2. Existing Master Plan Requirement 

3. Master Plan Requirements in H1859 


