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PLANNING BOARD 
 

 
19 WASHINGTON STREET 

SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 
 

MINUTES 

October 27, 2011 
 

Members present: Chairman John Higley, Robin Perera, John Stevens, Eric Johnson 

 

Members absent: Susan Spence, Gino Carlucci, Town Planner 

 

Others present: Board of Selectmen and various citizens of Sherborn 

 

The meeting came to order at 7:50 p.m. in the Sherborn Town Hall, Room 204A during the Board of 

Selectmen’s meeting. 

 

TOWN CENTER REPORT INTRODUCTION 

SHERBORN PLANNING BOARD UPDATE 

Sherborn Town Center: At a Crossroads, Draft, 7-18-11 (Document referenced: 1) 

 

John Higley introduced the Planning Board (and forgot Gino!) and presented his power point reviewing 

recent Planning Board work, the developments over time illustrating change does happen in Sherborn and 

then introduced the Town Center Report. Slides showed a list of past master plans and studies and 

illustrations and data describing town center development scenarios with and without water and sewer. 

 

Paul Derensis commented the proposed increase in commercial space was in contrast to the current and 

recent history of unoccupied commercial space. John Higley said this report is a work in progress, the next 

step is to take it to committees, boards, groups and individuals for input and feedback and that the report to 

date shows potential assuming development takes place and there is demand. George Pucci spoke in favor 

of the idea and developing the downtown area.  

 

Grace Sheppard asked as a reality check for the scenarios if the Planning Board had feedback from 

developers suggesting these scenarios were realistic and financially feasible. Higley replied he was aware 

of one developer in the past year who explored a project but that there had not been further discussion; that 

the existing zoning restrictions make it very difficult.  

 

Tom Twining enthusiastically supported the Livability Charrette illustration of a potential development. He 

also was  and pursuing a scenario 2 type of opportunity. Tom said setting a goal first then tackling the 

obstacles was a better approach than first getting bogged down in the obstacles.  Ed Rose said the tax rate 

shown in the table for his property was unrealistically high. He and George Pucci said we have a water 

source adequate to serve the town center. Eric Johnson said we have existing infrastructure.  
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John Higley said this was presented as the first step of the process and we will post it on Sherborn 

Happenings Blog and a newly initiated Planning Board Facebook page; that it was important to get this out 

for feedback and input. As other means of communication for the Master Plan updating process we plan a 

survey to prioritize and get a sense of what the town would like. There has been and still is a strong desire 

to protect the unique green jewel that is Sherborn. It is important to not rush in one direction and ignore 

other opinions.  

 

Robin Perera made the point that the goal was to enhance the town center rather than change it. 

Eliot Taylor noted the Powderhouse Lane/41N Main properties were wet on the west side of the railroad 

tracks and suggested they be rezoned out of business zoning. Elliot later said the downtown would not be 

developed until there was water and sewer. 

 

 

The meeting continued in the hall after the presentation. 

We discussed distribution of the Town Center Report and told John Cronin, reporter, the report might be 

posted by the end of the year. Higley advocated we get him the report earlier than the end of the year. 

Higley did agree to give the powerpoint to John Cronin. We discussed aspects of the report further but no 

further decisions or actions were taken. 

 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:45 p.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

John Higley 

Planning Board 

 

DOCUMENTS REFERENCED DURING THE MEETING 

 

1. Document:  Sherborn Town Center: At a Crossroads, Draft, 7-18-11 

Location: Office of the Town Planner  

 

      2.   27 October 2011 Sherborn Planning Board Update Powerpoint by John Higley 
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