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PLANNING BOARD 
 

 
19 WASHINGTON STREET 

SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 

 

MINUTES 
November 30, 2011 

 

Members present: Chairman John Higley, Robin Perera, Susan Spence, Eric Johnson, 

John Stevens, Associate Grace Shepard, Town Planner Gino Carlucci.  

 

Others present: Glen Robert, Eliot Taylor, Stacy Brandon, Elizabeth Johnston, Richard 

Smith, Jim Murphy, Peter Liffiton, Al Michaud, Patty Michaud, Pat Teti 

 

The meeting came to order at 7:07 p.m. in Sherborn Town Hall, Room 204A.  

 

TREE HEARING (Reference Document #1) 

 

The first item of business was the joint hearing with Tree Warden Glen Robert regarding 

the annual list of trees that are dead or dying and that proposed for removal from the 

scenic roads.  

 

Glen Robert reviewed the list of trees and explained his rationale. It was noted that some 

of the trees on the list may be outside the right of way and on private property. This was 

the case with #1, #2 and #9 (and #12, which turned out to be the same tree as #9). The 

Board decided that, subject to verification of their locations within the Town right-of-

way, that removal of all of the trees would be OK except #6 on Lake Street which can be 

deferred for at least another year. It also wished to take another look at #8 on Lake Street 

so the hearing was continued to December 14 at 7 PM.  

 

LIBRARY (Reference Documents #2, #3 and #4) 

 

Jim Murphy presented a new parking layout prepared by the Library architect, Richard 

Smith. He asked that the Board approve a letter of support for the project with the 

disclaimer that final details are subject to site plan review. It was further explained that 

the grant will not pay for parking or landscaping. Because of that, it was also noted that 

there is some flexibility on the parking on the west side of the campus. It could possibly 

be parallel parking initially if the demand could be satisfied and then changed later if 

demand increased. The current design is preliminary and a final design will not be 

prepared until the grant is received, which is estimated to be in 2015. No Town funds will 
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be needed until as well. It was noted that there is still work to be done on the pathways, 

as well as other items. 

 

Stacy Brandon explained that a library foundation is raising private money for the match 

to the grant. The Town will be asked to provide the difference, but not until at least 2015. 

 

Eliot Taylor suggested that the design include a pathway that could double as a delivery 

route for vehicles since the parking is a distance from the Library entrances. John Stevens 

asked whether the existing detention basin has sufficient capacity. Richard Smith 

answered that a civil engineer will determine that, but the increase in impervious surface 

is relatively small. It was noted a rain garden could potentially handle some of the runoff 

if necessary. 

 

Angle parking was also discussed. It was noted that the Massachusetts Board of Library 

Commissioners would not be looking at Town Hall parking, only the Library. The 

number of spaces was the primary consideration. 

 

Jim Murphy then read the proposed support letter and the Board voted 5-0 to approve it. 

 

111 COOLIDGE STREET (Reference Documents #5) 

 

Al and Patty Michaud presented their proposed new barn at Sweet Meadow Farm. This 

was presented in accordance with Section 3.4 of the Zoning Bylaw which requires the 

Board to approve a screening plan for agricultural buildings within 200 feet of a lot line. 

Gino Carlucci suggested that the proposed building was attractive and probably did not 

warrant screening from the street right-of-way, but that screening from the abutters would 

likely be needed. Pat Teti, the direct abutter closest to the new barn, strongly supported 

screening from both the side and front. After considerable discussion about the type of 

screening and the appropriateness of the bylaw, and whether this should be deferred to 

next meeting and ask the applicant to prepare a hand-drawn plan to review, the applicant 

and abutter were asked to step out of the room for a while to try to work out an agreement 

on a screening plan, while the Board continued with its agenda.  

 

After a period of time, the Michauds and Pat Teti returned with an agreed-upon plan. It 

included a row of the Nigra variety of arborvitae that are a minimum of 5 feet tall upon 

planting and planted a maximum of 5 feet apart along the side lot line except for the area 

adjacent to the house and 12 feet from the front lot line. On a motion by Eric Johnson and 

seconded by John Stevens, the plan was approved by a vote of 5-0. 

 

PETER LIFFITON 

 

Peter Liffiton returned to continue a discussion of a possible Section 4.4 reduced frontage 

lot on Washington Street. Eric Johnson said he had reviewed the requirements of Section 

4.4 and the concept plan seems to comply. John Stevens also said it seemed OK but that 

he would want to hear from abutters. The building line requirement was also noted and it 

was acknowledged that the lot boundaries may need to be adjusted, but otherwise the 

concept appears to be OK. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 

 

John Higley reported on his discussion with some developers about the Town Center 

Report and whether the scenarios in the Town Center Report were feasible. Gino Carlucci 

reported that the Green Communities grant for $137,450 had been approved and that 

there was a ceremony presenting a big check in Sutton this Friday that he would attend. 

He also reported that the ESCO selection process with MAPC was just about concluded. 

 

The minutes of November 9 were deferred to the next meeting. 

 

The next meeting of the Planning Board will be on December 14, 2011. 

 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 10:50 p.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Gino Carlucci 

Town Planner 

 

 

DOCUMENTS REFERENCED DURING THE MEETING 

 

1. Document 1:  Notice of Public Hearing Under M.G.L. C.87, S. 3 and M.G.L. 

C.40, S. 15C, on Wednesday, November 30, 2011 at 7:00 PM. 

Location: Office of the Town Planner  

 

2. Document 2: Site Development Plan, SD-1, dated 6-16-10, revised 11-2-2011, by 

Beacon Architectural Associates, 145 South Street, Boston, MA 

Location: Office of the Town Planner  

 

3. Document 3: Library Site Plan, SD-2, dated 6-16-10, revised 11-2-2011, by 

Beacon Architectural Associates, 145 South Street, Boston, MA 

Location: Office of the Town Planner  

 

4. Document 4: Draft Planning Board Ltr for Library 111711, emailed from Jim 

Murphy November 17, 2011 

Location: Office of the Town Planner  

 

5. Document 5: Untitled hand drawn screening plan agreed to by applicant and 

abutters and approved by Planning Board on November 30, 2011 

Location: Office of the Town Planner  

 

 

 

 

 

 


