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PLANNING BOARD 
 

 
19 WASHINGTON STREET 

SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 
 

MINUTES 

July 27, 2011 
 

Members present: Robin Perera (late - 9:00 p.m.); John Higley; Eric Johnson; Susan Spence; John Stevens; 

Gino Carlucci, Town Planner   

 

Others present: Grace Shepard, Jon Cronin (Dover Patch) 

  

The meeting came to order at 7:03 p.m. in the Sherborn Town Hall, Room 204A. 

 

LEGAL ISSUES PERTAINING TO ZONING 

 

Memo from Eric Johnson to Gino Carlucci, cc: John Higley, July 27, 2011, Subject: Fw: Sherborn 

Planning Board Town Counsel Zoning Question (Document referenced: 1) 

 

Mr. Higley recommended delaying indefinitely any discussion of legal issues pertaining to zoning. 

Previously, Mr. Johnson had requested that the Board seek an opinion from Town Counsel because he had 

heard many opinions about potential changes to the town’s zoning, and he thought it would be proper to 

request an opinion as to whether and how making some changes to town zoning might threaten current 

zoning if challenged. In particular, he was interested in how the introduction of town water and/or sewer 

might affect the validity of town zoning, and he wanted to get an opinion about that either from Town 

Counsel or from some other valid source. 

 

Mr. Higley said that he had talked to several people about the process of developing a Master Plan for the 

town and that he had concluded that a discussion by the Board at this time about any changes to 

zoning/water/sewer would be counterproductive as it might be seen as “out of sequence,” “controversial,” 

and could “set us [the Board] back” in any attempt to move forward with smaller scale, less controversial, 

and more easily implemented strategies. He said that he felt the Board should focus its efforts specifically 

on the Town Center. 

 

Later in the meeting, Mr. Johnson again raised the issue of obtaining an opinion from a qualified source on 

the strength of the town’s zoning, stating that he did not feel comfortable making any recommendations 

relative to changing the current zoning without an opinion from Town Counsel. Mr. Higley stated that he 

did feel comfortable making recommendations and decisions based on current zoning “as it is understood” 

by the Board. 
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LONG RANGE GOALS 

 

The Board’s discussion of zoning and the Town Center led to a discussion of the desire by a number of 

people in the town to find ways to increase town revenues. 

 

Mr. Stevens suggested that in developing a plan for the town center, the Board look to places where the 

town might be able to increase revenues, perhaps from commercial space. He noted that the Board should 

not view the town center as comprising only the area near the Sherborn Inn on Rte. 27, but should also 

think about other areas, including the property at 23 Washington Street, where development might generate 

revenue for the town. Mr. Johnson said he felt the Board should be wary of thinking that significant 

reductions in the tax burden would come from revenue generated from the amount of development possible 

in the downtown area, however that area might be defined. He noted that because of the town’s small 

population, the total tax burden is necessarily spread over relatively few people, and that additional 

revenues would likely make only a small, if any, difference in the tax burden on each property. Mr. 

Johnson said he felt the goal should be a “better quality of life” for the taxes paid by the citizens; Ms. 

Spence agreed that the goal of the town’s planning strategy should be not necessarily to reduce taxes, but to 

offer more in terms of what people get for the taxes they pay. Mr. Stevens also stated that he felt taxes had 

increased significantly in recent years because a number of capital projects had been “compressed” into the 

last 20 years or so, whereas the town might have been better served by long range plans that had accounted 

for these projects spread out over a longer time.  

 

 

TOWN CENTER REPORT (TCR) 

 

Sherborn Town Center: At a Crossroads, Draft, 7-18-11 (Document referenced: 2) 

 

The Board began its review of the TCR in preparation for releasing a draft of the report to other town 

boards and committees in the fall. 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 
 

As several Board members would be unable to attend a meeting on August 10, Mr. Higley suggested that 

the Board members individually attend a meeting of another town board or committee during the first half 

of August to familiarize themselves with what other boards and committees are thinking about and focusing 

on. 

 

The next meeting of the Planning Board will be on August 24. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Mary D. Wolff, Clerk 

Planning Board 
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DOCUMENTS REFERENCED DURING THE MEETING 

 

1. Document: Memo from Eric Johnson to Gino Carlucci, cc: John Higley, July 27, 2011, Subject: 

Fw: Sherborn Planning Board Town Counsel Zoning Question 

Location: Office of the Town Planner 

2. Document: Sherborn Town Center: At a Crossroads, Draft, 7-18-11 

Location: Office of the Town Planner 

 


