
PLANNING BOARD 
 

 
19 WASHINGTON STREET 

SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 

     

MINUTES 

      DECEMBER 14, 2011 
 

Members present: Chairman John Higley, Robin Perera, Associate member Grace 

Shepard, John Stevens, Town Planner Gino Carlucci 

 

Members absent: Susan Spence 

 

Others present: No others were present. 

 

The meeting came to order at 7:07 p.m. at Sherborn Town Hall, Room 204B. 

 

  

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING ON TREES TO BE REMOVED 

 

The members of the Planning Board continued discussion on trees to be removed in 

Sherborn. Tree #8 on Lake Street remained in question as members had not had a chance 

to view it. John Stevens suggested that a final list of trees to be removed be prepared for 

next meeting. 

 

LAKE STREET ANR  

 

This topic concerning review and endorsement of Murchison ANR was very briefly 

discussed. This item was deferred because the plan had not been formally submitted nor 

was there a representative on this matter at the meeting this evening. 

 

WARRANT ARTICLES 

 

John Higley mentioned, in brief, that the enforcement article was the only one that the 

Planning Board would be moving forward with. For the upcoming Town Meeting, Mr. 

Higley expressed that the enforcement article would be the focus for the Planning Board. 

On a side note, Robin Perera recommended that the Planning Board consider involving 

different members of the community to aid in documenting existing conditions of stone 

walls on Scenic Roads.  

 

 



There was also discussion on the possibility of expanding the solar photovoltaic overlay 

district in Sherborn. John Higley pointed out positive aspects for Sherborn in expanding 

the district. However, it was decided that the Board is not ready to move forward with 

that this year.  

 

TOWN CENTER REPORT  
Sherborn Town Center: At a Crossroads, Draft, 7-18-11 (Document referenced: 1) 

 

John Higley spoke with five different real estate professionals familiar with the Sherborn 

area concerning a possible future market/grocery store in this town. Mr. Higley received 

positive and negative feedback.  Some of the feedback surrounded issues of the actual 

demand for a market/grocery store. Robin Perera and Grace Shepard both discussed 

different markets that have been smaller in size and successful. In addition, Mrs. Perera 

and Mrs. Shepard volunteered to speak with other business professionals involved in 

startup markets and commercial real estate development. Mr. Higley suggested involving 

the Levitation Committee in these discussions. John Stevens expressed slight concern 

over changing the downtown area and ensuring that any changes are appropriate for 

Sherborn. Mr. Stevens also discussed involving the Sherborn Business Association in this 

matter and inviting affected parties (i.e. downtown businesses) to a Planning Board 

meeting to discuss this topic. 

 

FY2013 BUDGET (Document referenced: 2) 

 

The fiscal year 2013 budget was reviewed by members of the board. Members also 

discussed other parts of the Town of Sherborn budget in which the Planning Board has 

had a positive impact on. There was a motion to approve the budget and the motion was 

seconded. The remaining members approved the vote.  

 

2012 MEETING SCHEDULE 

 

The members of the board reviewed and approved the dates of Planning Board meetings 

for 2012.  

 

DAVE SORTOR (Document referenced: 3) 

 

Mr. Sortor submitted a letter to the Planning Board in which he recommended that Town 

land be set aside for a 55 and older community. The issue of whether such a development 

should be built or Town land or private property was discussed.  There was discussion on 

whether the Planning Board was the appropriate place for Mr. Sortor to broach this topic 

with, or if this topic should be brought to other boards and committees. Gino Carlucci 

mentioned that he invited Mr. Sortor to attend a Planning Board meeting in January to 

further discuss this topic.  

 

 

 

 

 



GREEN COMMUNITIES GRANT 

 

Gino Carlucci relayed to the board that he represented Sherborn at a Green Communities 

award ceremony in Sutton where he received a large-size facsimile of a check 

representing the amount of the Green Communities Grant, a certificate signed by 

Governor Patrick, and four street signs designating Sherborn as a Green Community.  

 

MINUTES 

 

Changes to the minutes of October 27 were reviewed, and additional changes were made. 

The minutes were then approved. The minutes of November 9
th 

and the 30th were also 

reviewed and approved.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:52 p.m. The next Planning Board meeting will be on January 

11, 2012.  

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Lynda Pyburn, Clerk 

Planning Board 

 

 

 

DOCUMENTS REFERENCED DURING THE MEETING 

 

1. Document:  Sherborn Town Center: At a Crossroads, Draft, 7-18-11 

Location: Office of the Town Planner 

 

2. FY2013 Planning Board Budget 

Location: Office of the Town Planner  

 

3. Letter from Dave Sortor regarding proposal for an over-55 development on Town 

land 

Location: Office of the Town Planner  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


