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PLANNING BOARD 
 

 
19 WASHINGTON STREET 

SHERBORN, MASSACHUSETTS 01770 
 

MINUTES 
September 29, 2010 

 
Members present: Robin Perera; Eric Johnson; John Higley; John Stevens, Tom Urmston; Gino Carlucci, 
Town Planner.   
 
Absent: None 
 
Others present: Howard Fisher; Eliot Taylor, Jon Dowse, Mike Giaimo, Frank Hess, Mark Beaudry 
 
The meeting came to order at 7:06 p.m. in the Sherborn Town Hall, Room 204A. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON TREES TO BE REMOVED ON SCENIC ROADS 
List of Trees on Scenic Roads Proposed to be Removed (Document referenced: 1) 
Report on Tree Damage by Urban Forestry Solutions (Document referenced: 2) 
Letter from Amica re: insurance claim (Document referenced: 3) 
 
Mr. Urmston opened this joint Scenic Road hearing with the Tree Warden by asking Mr. Dowse if the 
Town does pruning rather than totally removing trees when it is appropriate to do so. Mr. Dowse responded 
that it does, but that the budget for pruning is about $8,000 while the removal budget is about $18,000.  Mr. 
Dowse said he works with CMD Director Ed Wagner and they hire private companies to do the pruning. 
He also stated that he has become more active in seeking reimbursements from insurance companies when 
a tree is damaged due to an automobile accident.  
 
He gave the example of the #43 tree on the list of trees to be removed. It was appraised at $6700 and the 
insurance company initially offered just $500. Negotiations are continuing on that one.   
 
That lead to a discussion of tree #43. Mr. Dowse stated that an arborist evaluated the tree and estimated that 
it could live for about another 10 years instead of the 50 or more years it could have lived had it not been 
for the crash. After some discussion, there was motion by John Higley, seconded by Robin Perera, to 
remove the tree from the list. The motion passed 5-0.  
 
Next, tree #42 was discussed. It was noted that tree #42 is located behind #43. It does leaf out but has some 
damage, though it leans away from the road. Jon Dowse stated that the abutting neighbor was concerned 
about the tree. John Higley moved to remove #42 from the list. The motion was seconded and passed by a 
vote of 5-0. Jon Dowse stated that he had no problem with leaving #42 and #43 trees off the list for now, 
but noted that he will monitor them and he has authority to remove them if he deems them a hazard.  
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Mike Giaimo asked if saplings along the road will be allowed to grow naturally. Mr. Dowse responded that 
they do let the saplings grow. He also asked about the policy regarding utility company pruning and 
removal of trees. Mr. Carlucci was asked to bring to the next meeting a copy of the agreement that was 
worked out with NStar several years ago. 
 
Four additional trees were discussed, #5, #6, #27 and #36. Robin Perera moved and John Stevens seconded 
a motion to delete #5 from the list. The motioned passed 3-2. 
 
Eric Johnson moved to approve the removal of the entire list with the exception of #5, #42 and #43. The 
motion was seconded by Robin Perera and passed 5-0.  Frank Hess commented that any planting of new 
trees should be done with consideration for the future so as not to preclude pathways in the future. 
 
REVIEW POTENTIAL WARRANT ARTICLES FOR ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
Town Planner memo of 9/20/2010 regarding parking status (Document referenced: 4) 
Draft article regarding solar photovoltaic facilities (Document referenced: 5) 
 
The first item discussed was the effort to clarify and ensure the Town’s enforcement authority. Mr. 
Carlucci explained that he had met with the Town Administrator and CMD Director about this and that Mr. 
Keyes had contacted Town Counsel to seek guidance on this issue. However, Mr. Carlucci is still waiting 
for additional information. He also noted that the neighbor across from 32 Brush Hill Road had contacted 
him regarding the status of that possible violation of the regulations and he explained to her the current 
status. 
 
Next, the parking issue was discussed. Mr. Carlucci reviewed a report he prepared on the parking situation 
for existing retail businesses and compared it with potential changes. It was noted that no businesses that 
include retail operations meet the current parking requirement and that the existing parking at most of them 
was closer to what the requirement would be if were cut in half, which is a much more common 
requirement. There was a discussion of following the trend in parking and move to a requirement of less 
than 1 space per 200 square feet that has been discussed. However, it was decided that 1 space per 200 ft2 is 
very common so it might be easier to get approval of that change rather than going to the cutting edge. Mr. 
Carlucci was asked to draft an article for the next meeting. 
 
There was also a discussion about the article drafted on behalf of the Energy Committee to allow a 
photovoltaic generating facility to locate in town by right. The previous draft had used an overlay district of 
the electrical transmission lines plus the abutting land within 1500 feet. This was done in part to include the 
former landfill site as an eligible site. However, it was recommended that the area be reduced significantly 
and the landfill added as an additional site. 
 
STORM WATER BY-LAW 
Draft stormwater bylaw article (Document referenced 6) 
 
The revised stormwater bylaw was reviewed. A few edits were made. It was suggested that fruit and 
vegetable gardens up to 20,000 square feet be exempted from permitting requirements. 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of September 15, 2010 were approved as amended on a vote of 4-0, with John Stevens 
abstaining because he was not at that meeting. 
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OTHER 
Town Planner memo to Board of Appeals concerning Whitney Farms plan submitted for endorsement 
(Document referenced: 7) 
 
Mr. Carlucci noted that he had prepared a memo commenting on the plan Rising Tide had submitted to be 
endorsed by the Board of Appeals. He also noted that the Board of Appeals was meeting with Rising Tide 
about the plan in the next room. 
 
 
DOCUMENTS REFERENCED DURING THE MEETING 
 

1. Document: List of Trees on Scenic Roads Proposed to be Removed 
Location: Office of the Town Planner (attached to Scenic Road Decision dated 9/29/10) 

 
2. Document: Report on Tree Damage by Urban Forestry Solutions dated August 24, 2010 

Location: Office of the Town Planner (in file with Scenic Road Decision dated 9/29/10) 
 

3. Document: Letter from Amica re: insurance claim dated June 18, 2010 
Location: Office of the Town Planner (in file with Scenic Road Decision dated 9/29/10) 

 
4. Document: Town Planner memo of 9/20/2010 regarding parking status 

Location: Office of the Town Planner 
 

5. Document: Draft of By-Law for Large-Scale Ground Mounted Solar Photovoltaic Facilities dated 
9/2/10  
Location: Office of the Town Planner 

 
6. Document: Draft stormwater bylaw article dated 9/15/10 

Location: Office of the Town Planner 
 

7. Document: Town Planner memo to Board of Appeals concerning Whitney Farms plan submitted for 
endorsement dated 9/27/10 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM. The next meeting is scheduled for October 13, 2010. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Gino D. Carlucci, Jr. 
Town Planner 


