
Lifetime Learning  

 

   
  

It’s that time again─don’t let winter be an excuse for the beginning of a new term of Lifetime 
Learning with all new courses to challenge and beguile you during the cold winter months. Find 
the course description(s) below that appeal to you and enroll. You’ll be glad you did.  
  

Opera for Everyone! 
Erika Reitshamer explains five operas in detail, all keyed to the HD simulcasts from the Met to 
be shown at local cinemas in the coming months: Puccini’s Turandot, Manon Lescaut, and 
Madama Butterfly, Donizetti’s Roberto Devereux and Ricard Strauss’s Elecktra.  And you don’t 
have to attend the simulcasts to have a stellar experience. 

When: Tuesdays, January 26, Feb. 2, 9, 16 and 23 at 1:30 P.M. 
Cost for five sessions: $50 

  

Political Crises Here and Abroad: Is  Conflict Inevitable? 

Professor Alan Schechter returns to discuss six political quagmires that confound world leaders 
today. The titles of his six sessions are: (1) Apocalypse in Mesopotamia, (2) The Refugee Crisis 
in Europe, (3) The Renewed Cold War, (4) Economic Inequality and its Consequences, (5) 
Policing and Race Relations and (6) The Elections of 2016. Time will be allotted for questions.  
  
When: Wednesdays, March 16, 23, 30, April 6, 13 and 20, 10:00 a.m. to noon 
Cost for six sessions: $60 
  

 

Conversations with Maud:  The Stoic, Epicurean, and Sceptic Philosophers 
Every time we scan a newspaper or watch the news we are confronted by violence and death. 
How are we ever to find a tranquil and contented life?  The Stoic, Epicurean, and Sceptic 
philosophers many centuries ago lived in a similar world, and their widely divergent solutions 



provide relevant ideas for us today.  Should we walk down the garden path of Epicurus?  Or see 
if the Stoics really taught Stoicism?  As the class led by Maud Chaplin discusses what these 
philosophers actually advocated, we may find some answers of our own. 

When: Mondays, February 29, March 7, 14 and 21 at 10:30 A.M. 
Cost for four sessions: $40 
  

Broadway Bound  
Experience two Broadway musicals as you never have before by singing right through the 
musical score of each great show. You will learn about the creation of each musical, insights into 
the story and how the show came into being. Travel with Jack Craig to Austria to sing through 
The Sound of Music; then it’s off to the magical island of Bali Hai as we learn the history behind 
South Pacific. You can sing along or just enjoy the music and the wonderful stories. 

  
When: Fridays, May 6 and 13 at 1:30 P.M. 
Where: Woodhaven Community Room 
Cost for two sessions: $25 single/$40 couple 

  
  

Not So Simple: The Life and History of Simple Gifts 
One of the most beloved American songs, Simple Gifts”was composed by a Shaker in 1848 in 
celebration of simplicity, but its melodic antecedents are set in in the 1400s. Jonathan Rappaport 
will lead us on an exploration of the Shaker’s belief system and the history of this fascinating 
sect. Also included will be a discussion on classical compositions based on “Simple Gifts”  
When: Thursdays, March 3, 17, 24 and 31 at 10:30 A.M. 
Cost for four sessions: $40 
   

Phobos and Deimos : The Moons of Mars 
Phobos and Deimos are the two Martian moons--discovered 138 years ago—but little is known 
about them. This class is derived from an ongoing NASA–sponsored graduate course at Brown 
University where experts on the Martian moons are discussing the latest findings to help plan 
future exploration missions. 
 
When: Thursdays, April 7, 14, 21 and 28 at 10:30 A.M. 
Cost for four sessions: $40 
  
  

A Peek Behind the Curtain: Libraries,  Archives and Museums at Work 
Martha Mahard will describe some of the historical antecedents of today’s cultural heritage 
organizations with a particular focus on their common ancestry. Topics will include a look at 
libraries and archives of antiquity, the great monastic scriptoria of the Middle Ages, the cabinets 
of curiosity in the Renaissance, and some of the great royal collections that survive today.  
When: Wednesdays, Feb 10, 17, 24 and Mar. 2 at 1:30 P.M. 
Cost for four sessions: $40 
  

 

  

Lifetime Learning courses unless noted are held at Sherborn Town Hall (Room 204A).  



This program is made possible partially through the Friends of the COA. To enroll, register  
online via the COA’s website or fill out the registration form on the LL brochure and mail it to 
the COA office. Scholarships are available to Sherborn seniors.  Call the COA for details. 
  

 

  

  

  

 
  

 


