
Analysis of Survey Data on the Desirability of                                         
Over-55 Housing in Sherborn 

  

 Approximately 1000 questionnaires were distributed on Election Day and 512 
were filled out and  returned on the same day. The COA is grateful for the willingness 
of so many residents to respond to our inquiry. Here are some of the results. 

  

 Of the 512 respondents, 362 or 71 percent indicated that they supported the 
idea of the development of housing for people aged 55 or over. 

  

 Of the 362 people in support, 252 are between the ages 41 and 70. 

  

 Location near the town center was important for 175 or 48 percent of 
respondents who favor 55+ housing. 

  

 The survey asked about what amenities would be desirable as part of an over-55 
development:  assisted living, health center, community room and convenience store. 
The table shows the response of the 362 residents who are in support of the housing 
development, although many who said “no” to the development were in favor of one or 
more of the amenities. In all cases the percent  of people favoring the listed amenities is 
significantly large. 

  

Amenity Number of Respondents in  

Favor 

Percent of Those Who Favor 

Housing 

Assisted Living 267 74% 

Health Center* 229 63% 

Community Room 277 76% 

Convenience Store 223 62% 

 
  

*The meaning of Health Center may have been ambiguous to some. It was meant to imply a fitness                      
center not a medical center. 

  

 Questions about the price range of houses in an over-55 development resulted in 
the data below.   It should be noted that some people would have favored an option 
lower than $450,000. 

  

Thousands of Dollars Percent of Respondents Favoring Various Home Price Levels 

450-550 47% 67%   

78% 550 -650 20% 

650-750 11% 21% 

750-850 10%   

23% 850-950 3% 13% 

950-1.050 10% 


